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The Hybrid 
Motor Centre

The Hybrid Motor Centre is a 
supplier of used cars based in 
Rush, Co. Dublin. We specialise 
in fuel efficient cars ideal for the 
taxi trade.

LATE 142’s HYBRIDS IN STOCK!

The Hybrid Motor Centre, 60 Upper Main Street, Rush, Dublin

www.hybridmotorcentre.ie

Call our sales team today:
01 870 2000  or  086 180 6220  or  086 307 0718  or  087 288 4146

ALL EX-TAXI TRADE-INS WELCOME!
IRELAND’S 
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USED TOYOTA 

PRIUS 
SUPPLIER!

ALSO AVAILABLE: 2014 TOYOTA PRIUS ESTATE HYBRID

The Hybrid Motor Centre is a 
supplier of used cars based in 
Rush, Co. Dublin. We specialise 
in fuel efficient cars ideal for the 
taxi trade.

WE HAVE OVER 100 
PRIUS MODELS 
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Taxi drivers!

HAVE YOUR 
SAY!!!
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stephenyoung399@hotmail.com
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T
he College Green issue is 
a little like the area itself, 
you can skirt around it but 
it’ll take you a fair bit of 
navigating to get back on 

track.
� is edition of Tacsaí Magazine tackles 

the problem head on, and luckily for us; 
we have not been banned from the area – 
the pen, we � nd, is mightier than the road 
block.

We hear from one Councillor who 
would see taxis not only removed from the 
area for good but also booted out of bus 
lanes on pages 6 & 7. Sense can found on 
pages 29, 35, 38 & 39 – where the TTnH 
and Tony Roe among others make their 
voices heard on the issue.

A worrying spate of attacks on drivers 
caused alarm in January, culminating in 
one driver’s death in early February. From 
a teenage gang in west Dublin to vicious 
assaults around Dublin’s city centre it 
seems as though we are in the midst 
of a crisis. Something must be done to 
safeguard working men and women in 
their cars. � is is an issue for the Gardaí, 
it is an issue for the NTA, who so often 
are so quick to seek to “increase standards” 
for taxi drivers. Let you start � rst with an 
e� ort to increase “safety standards” now 
before the cars under your authority begin 
to feel wholly unsafe to operate in certain 
areas or at certain times of the day. Or the 
next time the NTA roll out some stats for 
the media let those stats show how many 

drivers have been threatened/attacked/
verbally abused or made to fear for their 
own well-being. � ose are numbers, I 
suspect, may make some real headlines.

Derry Coughlan in Cork is concerned 
that the authorities are not doing all that 
they can to provide a proper and e�  cient 
taxi service to the public. Derry has 
highlighted the recent fare increase, and 
stressed the need for drivers themselves to 
keep up the standards of the profession on 
pages 16 & 17.

Mytaxi and Aware have joined forces to 
combat Mental Health issues and provide 
drivers with the appropriate information 
in dealing with day to day cases of mental 
health problems they encounter with the 
general public. Drivers For Change is a 
hugely positive step by the company and 
one that could possibly even save lives in 
the future. Read about that story on pages 
26 & 27.

We have all that and lots more in this 
month’s edition of Tacsaí Magazine. And 
in one � nal note; in our last edition my 
own contact details appeared on an 
advertisement for Whistle Taxi app. Whilst 
we are glad to support and encourage the 
Whistle Taxi app in all of their business 
endeavours, neither I nor anyone at 
Tacsaí Magazine are associated with that 
company. It was an oversight in design and 
we apologise for any confusion caused.

Safe travels,
Stephen Young
Editor



W
e’re well into 2018, and Lynk 
taxis have released a funny 
infographic about its stats for 
2017.

And it has revealed that the 
most often promise given by passengers was “I’ll get 
you a drink at the bar”. Well, it was promised 100,000 
times.

It shows that last year, there was a whopping 11.7 
million litres of fuel used in taxis across the capital.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, there were 3.7 MILLION 
selfi es taken in the back of taxis last year.

And the weirdest item found by a driver was an 
engagement ring. We have to wonder was it lost, or 
thrown away?

The busiest road was the M50, and the average fare 
for customers was €18.

Meanwhile, Lynk have said they plan to bring 30 new 
wheelchair accessible vehicles onto Dublin roads by 
Christmas - and plan to bring 150 more to streets by 
the end of 2018.

The announcement comes as the company plans to 
invest €2 million into creating jobs and getting qualifi ed 
taxi drivers onto the road in time for the festive season.

Lynk are combining all base costs for drivers 
including insurance at a reduced rate of up to 50% off.

Noel Ebbs, CEO of Lynk has said: “We have 
consistently committed our budget and people-power 
to improving the taxi service in Dublin and have always 
put customer’s needs fi rst.

“I can confi dently say that we are the most 
consistently reliable taxi service in Dublin and we are 
putting this investment towards creating jobs in our 
local communities, making taxi services more readily 
available to our valued customers and specifi cally 
making sure our service is really catering to wheelchair 
users whose business we gratefully appreciate.”

Only a recent start-up, by current standards, Lynk 
are one of the highest-profi le Irish taxi companies. 
Having only been started by Ebbs a few years ago it 
has developed at a speedy rate and is now one the 
country’s top operators.
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DONAL MURTAGH 
MOBILITY HAVE THE 
WHEEL GOOD DEALS 
FOR YOU IN 2018
Donal Murtagh Mobility Limited are 
delighted to announce their fantastic 
and unrivalled 2018 taxi offers.

T
hrough negotiating the best prices 
available from their suppliers, they 
are bringing their customers new 181 
registered cars for not much more 
than the price of a used car. So you can 

benefit from the reliability and long life span of a new 
Wheelchair Accessible Taxi rather than a used car 
which can have unexpected repair costs and down 
time.

The company told us: “We have also partnered 
with one of Ireland’s leading finance providers to 
offer prompt finance packages at competitive rates 
tailored for taxi drivers.

“All of our taxi conversions are built to the highest 
EU standards and are supplied with full EU approval. 
Our taxi conversions are also supplied with the taxi 
fold flat ramp at no extra cost and third row fold 
away seating is also available in most of our models 
to make your taxi work to its maximum potential.

All our cars are locally sourced Irish cars with full 
Irish warranty and roadside assistance for greater 
peace of mind; our conversions are built in-house 
and supplied with 3 years’ warranty.”

If you prefer to buy your car locally Donal Murtagh 
Mobility can convert it for you with their conversion 
only prices starting from only €6,700 plus VAT for 
full lowered floor conversions on selected models.

Their showroom and state-of-the-art workshop 
facility is located just two minutes off the M6 

motorway at Exit 6 Moate Business Park, Moate, Co 
Westmeath.  

Just one hour drive from Dublin and Galway and 
open 6 days a week.

They are countrywide leading specialists in 
wheelchair accessible cars and taxi conversions.
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For any further assistance or to 
order your new Accessible Taxi 
at fantastic value please contact:

Donal Murtagh Mobility Taxi 
specialists on:

09064 81050 

View their stock on

www.dmmobility.ie

FOR THE BEST VALUE & TRUSTED SERVICE!



W
hat do we all make of this?

“Why should an empty taxi, simply 
because they’ve a taxi plate, be 
allowed through a public transport 
corridor?” asks Independents 4 

Change Councillor Pat Dunne, in the Dublin Inquirer 
magazine. “I can’t think of a reason why.”

As Dunne sees it, there are too many unoccupied taxis 
travelling through the likes of College Green and clogging 
up the city’s bus lanes.

For him, the solution is removing taxis without fares from 
travelling through College Green and its immediate environs.

Others says that perhaps the changes should go even 
further, arguing that it’s time for taxis without passengers to 
stay out of bus lanes all over the city.

But for taxi driver Christy Humphrey, taxis are just an easy 
target. “Taxis are public transport,” he says. Inconvenience 
them and you inconvenience the public, he argues.

Since the Luas Cross City got going last month, there 
have been longer delays around the city’s core artery.

Although Dublin City Council has plans for a pedestrianised 
plaza at College Green, An Bord Pleanála cancelled an oral 
hearing about these plans earlier this month.

The oral hearing was set to move plans forward for the 
pedestrianisation of College Green and its proposed plaza. 

Following its cancellation, and with no set date as of yet for 
a future hearing, Dublin City Council’s Chief Executive said 
he had to do something.

At this month’s full council meeting, Keegan said that since 
mid-December there has been a “very signifi cant reduction” 
in pedestrian priority at College Green.

This means longer waits for pedestrians at the area’s road 
crossings. That’s no good, he said. At last week’s meeting, 
councillors voted in favour of allowing Keegan to implement 
signal changes at College Green.

As Keegan and the council’s traffi c-management team 
try to deal with the back-ups and congestion and restore 
pedestrian priority over the coming weeks, Independents 
4 Change’s Dunne thinks it’s time to re-examine the 
allowances given to taxi drivers across the city.

“We’re trying to put through both buses and taxis around 
[College Green],” says Dunne. “I don’t have a problem with 
taxis using the corridor as public transport. But they should 
have a passenger on board.”

National Transport Authority rules state that taxis are not 
allowed use bus lanes if they’re driving home or transporting 
goods, according to Dermot O’Gara, a spokesperson for the 
NTA.

Taxis are also not allowed to use contra-fl ow bus lanes, 
lanes in which traffi c fl ows in the opposite direction to 
adjoining lanes, he added.

A taxi, operating as a small public-service vehicle, is 
allowed use the bus lanes while carrying a passenger, or 
on the way to pick up a pre-booked fare, or if it’s “plying for 
hire” – in other words, driving along hoping to be fl agged.

It’s that last one that Dunne thinks need to be looked at.
As he sees it, bus-lane congestion around Dublin could 

be eased by removing unoccupied taxis from the bus lanes 
around Westmoreland Street, Dame Street and Nassau 
Street. That would mean putting them into general traffi c 
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COUNCILLOR PAT 
DUNNE LEADS CALL 
FOR EMPTY TAXI BAN 
AT COLLEGE GREEN
Controversial politician 
argues that “plying for 
hire” taxis should stop.



unless they had a passenger.
Or in the case of the College Green bus corridor – which 

loops around Trinity College and is only open to buses, 
taxis and cyclists from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Friday – 
preventing taxis without passengers from travelling through.

Others are in favour of an outright ban on taxis around 
College Green.

Labour councillor Andrew Montague says that at certain 
pinch points in the city, like College Green, he would be in 
favour of kicking out taxis altogether.

Public transport, such as Dublin Bus services and the 
Luas, has to take priority in the city centre, he says. “I think 
around College Green, they have to ban taxis even with 
passengers,” he says. “I think in this particular case taxi 
drivers are the ones that will have to go fi rst.”

But in bus lanes elsewhere in the city? “I don’t think that’s 
viable,” he says. “You want taxis to be able to get around the 
city centre effi ciently.”

Fine Gael Councillor Paddy Smyth says that these rules 
are diffi cult to police. But banning taxis without passengers 
from using bus lanes makes sense, he says.

“I’ve been on buses that have been delayed by the fact 
that there’s four or fi ve taxis in front of them,” he says. “And 
certainly as a cyclist you see a lot of taxis in bus lanes 
without any passengers in them.”

Priority has to be given to the larger public-transport 
modes like Dublin Bus, to ensure an effi cient service, says 
Smyth.

If the city pulls unoccupied taxis out of bus lanes and 
mixes them in with general traffi c, there might be serious 
delays at fi rst, says Smyth.

But he says that he thinks the long-term benefi ts for public 
transport are worth it. “Removing the unoccupied taxis is a 
reasonable fi rst measure,” says Smyth.

Any attempt to remove unoccupied taxis from using bus 

lanes will ultimately affect the consumer, says taxi driver 
Humphrey, who is head of the National Private Hire and 
Taxi Association (NPHTA).

“If a passenger is at a bus stop and trying to hail a taxi in 
the lashings of rain or trying to get to a hospital appointment 
… you’re prohibiting the person,” he says. “That’d be an 
inconvenience.”

Fianna Fáil Councillor Tom Brabazon agrees. If taxi drivers 
have to make circuitous routes around College Green or 
move into general traffi c because they’re not allowed use 
bus lanes, it’s going to make their jobs harder, he says.

That, in turn, will inconvenience potential passengers. 
“Taxi drivers are just trying to make a livelihood,” 

There’s the congestion and back-ups around College 
Green to tackle fi rst, though. The solution could involve an 
outright ban on taxis from the area.

Anything less – like only allowing occupied taxis through, 
as Dunne suggests – might not satisfy the council and the 
NTA’s engineers, says Fine Gael’s Smyth.

“I’d agree with that as an interim measure around College 
Green to see if it alleviates the issues,” he says. “But even if 
we do that it may not satisfy the engineers. I would go further 
in that I would happily see the bus lanes everywhere only 
being used by taxis if they’ve a passenger.”

According to O’Gara, the spokesperson for the NTA, the 
authority is currently examining options for College Green 
for when new Luas trams, 55 metres in length, come into 
effect by March. Current trams are 43 metres long.

“Those solutions could include adjusting traffi c signalling 
and sequencing, adjusting bus prioritisation measures, 
rerouting some traffi c,” said O’Gara.

Taxi union representatives are due to meet the council’s 
chief executive, Owen Keegan, later this week. Says the 
NPHTA’s Humphrey: “We will be telling Owen Keegan that 
the status quo should be left.”
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T
ony Roe, Chairman of the National Transport 
Assembly Committee (NTAC), has voiced his 
concern over the banning of taxis in Dublin City 
centre.

Recently, steps were taken to halt the 
movement of public transport in and around the College 
Green area. This has caused consternation amongst drivers 
and we have heard from many different organisations on the 
matter.

Tony said: “This is an unmitigated disaster. Combined with 
the closure of 16 taxi ranks – all in high footfall areas, with 
two more to be closed – this is disgraceful. We have been 
inundated with complaints from local businesses and taxi 
users in the area, all of whom are saying that they’ve been 
greatly inconvenienced by the rank closures and disruption 
in this area in particular. 

“Some of these customers are wheelchair-bound, some 
live outside the catchment area of the Luas and therefore 
have no other ways or means to get home or into town. 
The shopkeepers around there have informed us that 
revenue could be affected due to the inconvenience many 
shoppers now face. They fear that many shoppers will now 
be shopping elsewhere.

“People in wheelchairs are complaining that they are now 
being dumped out of taxis, sometimes in the rain due to the 

Council’s decision to ban taxis in the College Green area.
“The ranks that have been closed; some of these are 

now being used as car parking spaces by other cars! It’s 
madness. The irony now is that taxis are driving all around 
town now like headless chickens and the Council have 
given them nowhere to work from.

“We’ve made suggestions to Dublin County Council 
that we should have 57 taxi ranks around the city centre. 
Everybody has been affected by this; what the council are 
doing is like something thought up out of a Tom & Jerry 
cartoon because taxis now are wasting fossil fuel. We’re 
contributing to pollution and contamination. Now that need 
not be the case. We know we have too many taxis, but now 
we also know we don’t have enough spaces.

“Passengers with disabilities have been disregarded by 
this ban. Buses aren’t available 24 hours a day, neither is 
the Luas. Taxis are available 24 hours a day and it’s about 
time someone in the Council realises that.”

The College Green issue seems to be a landmine one 
for the Council, the NTA and the Department of Transport. 
They have dug themselves hole on this issue and no matter 
what way they turn now they will no doubt end up with muck 
on their faces. Poor planning and foresight, aligned with 
complete disregard for taxis and commuters with certain 
needs, have left many scratching their heads.
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spate of attacks on drivers.



Meanwhile, in a worrying spate of new attacks on drivers, 
a Dublin taxi driver has been left blinded in one eye after 
a passenger slammed a door into his face in a horrifying 
assault.

The attack on the man in his 60s took place a week before 
Christmas near St Stephen’s Green.

The incident occurred after the driver, who is from Finglas, 
picked up the passenger at 2.30am at the rank on St 
Stephen’s Green North on Monday, December 18.

It’s understood the man asked to be taken to Stillorgan, 
but became disruptive and the driver stopped on the right-
hand side of Baggot Street across from the Allied Irish Bank.

The man continued to argue with the driver and struck the 
door of the cab.

While attempting to get out of the vehicle, the taxi driver 
was struck in the face by the car door, causing serious 
injuries and leaving him without sight in one of his eyes.

“We know from investigations that the man walked along 
Ely Place and back to St Stephen’s Green East towards 
Earlsfort Terrace, St Stephen’s Green South and Leeson 
Street.

“He may have got another taxi in that area,” a Garda 
spokesman said.

“The suspected offender is described as 25 to 30 years, 
5ft 7in to 5ft 8in, with short hair with a casual jacket and shirt.

“The man had a Dublin accent,” he added.
Gardaí are asking for any driver in the area who may have 

dash-cam footage of the incident or part of the incident in 
and around the Baggot Street area to come forward.

They are further appealing to taxi drivers who may have 
been working in the area and picked up a fare around this 
time, similar to the described person, to come forward.

Tony Roe said there had been a number of cases where 
taxi drivers had been assaulted or robbed and not come 
forward in recent weeks.

Tony wants the names of drivers to be removed and 
replaced by a serial number instead to protect their identity.

“Security for drivers can be beefed up by putting a number 
on the taxi licence, not a name.

“There’s quite a lot of these attacks happening now, there 
was one stage were there three fellas, two with knives, one 
punched and left for dead.

“It is great to see the police patrols (in west Dublin) 
recently. If there were more Gardaí on patrol it would help, 
though Leo Varadkar did add some more recently I still think 
we could do with another couple of hundred.

“It’s very dangerous when they can look at your ID badge 
and say ‘we know your name and we’ll get you’. The address 
has been taken off fair enough, but I think names need to 
be taken off too.

“Security is not tight enough for drivers. 
“Look at it this way – you don’t see a Garda or bus drivers 

or train drivers going around with their names or addresses 
on their ID badges.”
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T
axi driver who feel unsafe carrying a suspicious 
fare are now able to covertly tip off gardaí if 
they fear they are about to be robbed.

A number of drivers have been the victims of 
armed robberies and assaults, especially in the 

Tyrrelstown, Ongar, Clonee and Blanchardstown areas of 
west Dublin, since late last year.

On New Year’s Eve, a driver was threatened with an 
imitation fi rearm and robbed in the Hazelbury Park area 
of Clonee, west Dublin. The driver, although shaken, got 
to Blanchardstown Garda station where he gave gardaí a 
statement.

Now when drivers feel unsafe, they are able to send their 
location to a messaging group. Gardaí are then alerted, as 

well as taxi drivers in the area, who search for the roof sign 
number of the driver in trouble.

On many occasions, drivers have received an escort from 
gardaí – especially if the drivers are entering a housing estate 
which is considered a hotspot for anti-social behaviour.

Gardaí recently held a meeting in a Dublin city centre hotel 
where they urged drivers to share stories about attacks and 
robberies they had experienced.

The same half dozen housing estates kept cropping up 
and offi cers were able to establish a profi le of the people 
carrying out the robberies.

Two teenagers have appeared in the Children’s court, 
charged with a number of robberies on dates before 
Christmas 2017. Garda appeals have been issued for 
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information in relation to other incidents, including the New 
Year’s Eve theft.

Many drivers are now avoiding picking up and dropping 
off in certain parts of Ongar, Clonee and Tyrellstown areas 
for fear they will be targeted.

A report on behalf of taxi drivers has been made to the 
National Transport Authority (NTA). It is understood that 
this was done as drivers fear that customers will make 
complaints about their refusal to travel to certain areas.

According to one man who informed the NTA, the body 
has urged drivers not to travel to certain areas if they feel 
unsafe. Drivers have also been told not to be concerned 
if contacted by the NTA if a customer makes a complaint 
about being refused service.

Last month, TheJournal.ie reported that taxi apps were 
being used to “lure” drivers to robberies.

Gardaí are urging drivers to do the following to protect 
themselves:

• Drivers advised to be cautious on collection/drop off 
locations.

• Pickups/drop offs in well-lit busy thoroughfares.
• Utilise dash-cams for internal/external areas of 

vehicle.
• Restrict opportunity for reach and grab of phone/

cash.
• Activate fi nd my phone app, record IMEI number of 

phone (*#o6#).
• Report all incidents and any information/suspicious 

activity.

Gardai believe the thugs, linked to more than 70 robberies 
and assaults in the last couple of months, are potentially on 
the verge of becoming “a proper crime gang”.

Two UPS delivery men have been attacked in the last 
month, with the ruthless youths robbing them when they 
arrive to an address after making an order under a false 
identity and nicked cards.

The gang, with African origins and nicknamed locally as 
“The Pesties” after the one-time fearsome Westies crew, 
are also carrying out similar attacks on taxi drivers using the 
mytaxi app.

A source told the Irish Sun: “This gang is terrorising 

Blanchardstown from all angles.
“At fi rst it was reports of them robbing other teens and 

shops, then taxi drivers, now it’s delivery men.
“What they’re doing is setting up fake UPS accounts under 

false IDs, getting things like phones and tablets delivered to 
one of their hideouts, and ganging up and beating the driver 
when he arrives, taking what they can.

“Two drivers have been hit in the last four weeks in the 
Clonee and Ongar areas, and left with nasty injuries.

“Who knows what other delivery companies are being hit, 
because these guys don’t follow any rules.

“They’re also setting up mytaxi accounts under false 
names and booking drivers for jobs that they say will pay in 
cash, then beat and rob them upon arrival.

“Taxi drivers have already begun staying away from 
certain areas as a result, and I suspect other companies 
will follow suit if this isn’t stopped.”

A local source added: “Blanchardstown is a good area – 
there are particularly good schools and sports clubs.

“It’s not a deprived area, nobody can use the excuse that 
residents have been abandoned. There are other factors at 
play here – bad parenting for one.”

Last month, it was revealed that a west Dublin vigilante 
group calling themselves Hell’s Angels had taken matters 
into their own hands by targeting the leaders of the gang in 
a number of hits. The following day, two leaders of the gang, 
aged 14 and 16, appeared at the Dublin Children’s Court 
and were remanded on bail with strict conditions.

They were charged with three counts of robberies of taxi 
drivers in the Tyrrelstown area on December 10, 12, and 17 
last year.

It was alleged that phones worth €400 and €600 were 
stolen from taxi men along with €350 in cash in three 
separate incidents.

And Gardai in Blanchardstown, who have set up a special 
unit to control the lags, fear they could be looking at the 
emergence of a “proper crime gang”.

A source revealed: “There’s a full time operation in Blanch 
now and it’s starting to be treated more seriously in other 
areas too.

“Gardai are genuinely worried they are looking at the 
emergence of a very serious criminal gang. They are keen 
to stamp this out quickly because otherwise it will spiral.”
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€35

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRES   Unit 33, Slaney Rd, Dublin Industrial Estate, Dublin 11
TEL: 087 270 4319

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

WE’RE THE CHEAPEST IN THE CITY
NEW TYRES
205/55/16

€50
BALANCED WITH 

NEW VALVE
195/65/15 €50

THE TAXI’S FRIEND
BESTLANE TYRES

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
COAL 

€20KG ONLY €8
OR

2 FOR ONLY €15

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
TURF 

3 BAGS
FOR

€10

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
LOGS 

3 BAGS
FOR

€10





T
acsaí Magazine heard from Derry Coughlan of 
the Cork Taximens’ Association recently on two 
very important issues – the widely-debated and 
controversial fare increase and the role of the 
taxi driver within our towns and cities, and how 

both the driver and the authorities can do more to offer a 
better service for the general public.

Derry said: “In general taxi vehicles must be upgraded 
and taxi drivers must change and become more business 
trustworthy. The general public complain. Visitors and the 
tourist board are concerned. Towns and cities must become 
more accessible, operational, have all services available 
and no confusion should exist. Recreation, amenities, 
trading, services, business, accommodation, travel services 
and guides must all exist.

“It does appear that local authorities in our towns and 
cities have gone ga-ga by their delinquencies in planning 
and functional duties of public places and street services 
in the Legal Code of Practice. With a public concern to taxi 
services, the offi cial journal of the European Communities 
on Public Transport, in its framework for the taxi industry, 
has retained the unique right to ‘ply for hire’ and that will be 
protected at all times by the new legislation enacted in 1995.

“The Commission attaches great importance to the 
freedom of taxis, positive aid measures, vocational training, 
harmonization of fares and charges, conditions of access to 
the profession and protection of the designation – ranks, for 
example.

“Look at the defi ciency that our authorities have caused 
in our cities and town – closing streets, parking problems, 

issues with loading bays (there should be collection and 
delivery platforms on time limit only), unnecessary inner 
street cycling, one-way street system delays, cycle lanes 
should be on wider footpaths, permanent taxi ranks with 
legal provisions and occasional night-time taxi ranks 
must be retained in streets and public places (not like the 
situation arising in Tralee which is out of order). There must 
be no spoiling of our cities with graffi ti and unnatural and 
illegal road ramps on public roads and streets serve no 
purpose but to damage taxi drivers and wheelchair-bound 
passengers’ health plus their equipment and vehicles, due 
to their constant usage.

“Taxi drivers participate in the promotion of cities and 
towns, and are the only source of transport available on 
a 24-hour basis, but they must get the support from the 
local authorities. They drive the local economy, but must 
get proper Workplace Rules of the Road (Road Traffi c Act 
Revised), freedom of usage day and night. Better planning 
for motorization all round is an important requirement for the 
benefi t of the moving public.

“Internally, we will have to look at a list of vehicle 
standards for taxis in public carriage (size and capacity 
etc). Preparation and interior cleanliness of the vehicle is a 
big issue in this country –  the drivers’ dress code en suite 
means to ensure the most perfect civility from them and 
to prevent any overcharge or imposition being practiced. 
A return to “taximeter areas” is advised for public relations 
and a return to private hire outside “taximeter areas”. More 
business will be gained by price work, journey quotations 
and contracted duration carriage etc.
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COUGHLAN CALLS 
FOR ACTION ON TWO 
FRONTS
Cork Taximens’ Association highlight need for 
increased professionalism and shine a spotlight 
on the fare increases



“Taxis are here to stay, but we must adhere to our lawful 
calling and help along the public paying passengers on 
their journeys. Automatic vehicle location systems greatly 
assist these days but we could do without the ‘digital 
sharecroppers’.

“The philosophy of business and entertainment must be 
studied and understood by our city and town administrators, 
with the appraisal of the needs for law and order documented 
(Commercial Appearance and Vehicle Carriage Standards).”

Derry has also recently conducted a survey on the new 
fare increase, which came into effect last year. Derry has a 
novel idea for solving the grievances over the fare increase 
– and that is to opt for a ‘taximeter system’. It is an interesting 
proposal indeed and should get much interest.

Derry said: “You may observe (In the document pictured) 
that journeys over 40 kilometres are too expensive for the 
general public. This is why we emphasise that taximeter 
areas should be retained and all journeys outside the 
‘taximeter area’ are agreed fares, set quotation prices for the 
selective destinations which always supported the market 
place and encouraged usage.

“City taxis are victimised by this issue, whereas rural 
taxis and hackneys gain in the business transport of the 
traditional fare methods. Taxis are universally patronised as 
the most useful and agreeable conveyances for the public 
accommodation, but your sales and marketing strategy 
must be affordable, as intending passengers fi nd it very 
painful to sit in a taxi and watch their money dripping away 
in quick stages.”
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At AUTOCLASS HIRE we are a Dublin-based 
Taxi Rental Company. Our aim is to provide 
our drivers with quality rental vehicles and a 

professional, no-hassle service.

We pride ourselves on our service 
because service matters.

Unit 1, 15 Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 12
info@autoclasshire.ie       www.autoclasshire.ie

!DRIVERS! INTERESTED IN SAVING MONEY?



• TAXI AVAILABLE INCLUDING INSURANCE AND 
MAINTENANCE.

• TWO WEEKS HOLIDAYS PER YEAR AND YOU 
KEEP THE VEHICLE.

• WE LOOK AFTER EVERYTHING IN OUR OWN 
DEDICATED WORKSHOP.

We also offer short-term rentals to owner 
drivers if your car is off the road.

01 412 3913     087 115 5530
CALL US TODAY



Fifty Shades
of

Spr ay
of

•	BASED	IN	DUBLIN	15.
•	VERY	COMPETITIVE	RATES	FOR	
ALL	JOBS.

•	WE	PAINT	WALLS,	CEILINGS	&	
FURNITURE.

•	INTERNAL	&	EXTERNAL	PAINTING.

CALL TODAY ON
085 229 8550
FIFTYSHADESOFSPRAY@MAIL.COM

BR ING ING NE W LIFE  TO 
YO U R KI TCHE NS & FU R NI T U R E

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER
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GPO Witness History 
Visitor Centre, 
O’Connell St, Dublin 1
Award winning GPO Witness History is located in 
the historical GPO (General Post Office) building on 
O’Connell Street, Dublin. The GPO building was the 
communications hub of Ireland and headquarters 
of the men and women who took part in the 1916 
Easter Rising. The Easter Rising set in motion an 
unstoppable chain of events which would ultimately 
lead to the creation of the Irish Republic.

T
his spectacular experience focuses on the Rising, the aftermath 
and also how Ireland has developed since. History is brought 
to life through electronic touch screens, video, audio visual 
booths, sound and authentic artefacts. 

� e Iconic GPO building is the headquarters of the post 
o�  ce in Ireland as well as being an enduring symbol of freedom and a place 
of commemoration. � e original building was built in 1818 (200 years ago 
this year) and it remains one of the oldest operating postal headquarters in 
the world. 

� e � rst ever permanent exhibition on the Irish Flag will be launched by 
the Ceann Comhairle on Friday, 23rd February at GPO Witness History 
visitor centre, to commemorate the 170th anniversary of the � rst � ying of 
the Irish Tricolour. � is exhibition includes details on the history of the 

� ag, � omas F. Meagher - who � rst � ew it at 33 � e Mall in Waterford in 
1848, and also information on the � omas F. Meagher Foundation which 
promotes pride in and respect for the Irish Flag and active citizenship. � e 
� ag was given to Tomas F. Meagher by French women sympathetic to the 
Irish cause.

Relax afterwards in the café and browse the gift shop which is also open 
to the public.

This iconic venue is also available for private functions and events.

OPENING TIMES
Mon – Sat: 10:00am – 5:30pm
Sun & Bank Holidays: 12:00pm – 5:30pm
July & August (Late Opening Thursday) 10.00am – 8.00pm
Last admission 1 hour before closing
Closed New Year’s Day, St Patrick’s Day, Easter Sunday, Dec 23rd – 26th
(Opening times may be subject to change, check our website)



J
ames Foley is saying ‘thanks a million’ to his 
hard-working taxi. Little wonder too. It has just 
put up a million kilometres.

And, with his trusty Ford Tourneo Connect 
motor still going strong, James, from 

Leighlinbridge, Co Carlow jokes: “There’s no reason it won’t 
go for another million.”

So far, he has driven the vehicle the equivalent of:

• 25 times around the world.
• More than two trips to the moon
• 100,000km a year.
• Nearly 9,000km a month.

James bought the 2007-reg seven-seater second-hand in 
2008 and the kilometres have been racking up ever since.

Naturally, most of his taxi work has been in the Carlow-
Kilkenny area but he does the occasional longer run to 
Dublin.

The thing is there is nothing unusual about the Tourneo 
Connect.

The engine, for example, is a standard, straightforward 
Ford 1.8-litre TDCi turbo diesel.

According to James, it hasn’t given an ounce of trouble 
over all the years.

He makes no bones about why it has been running so well 
for so long.

“In my business, regular servicing is an absolute must and 
I religiously stick to the service schedule – never more than 
12,000km between service actions.”

In that respect, he has huge praise for local mechanic 
Francis Kavanagh, who helps so much in keeping the car 
in tip-top condition.

James’ rate of mileage means that he has to have the car 
serviced every six weeks or so.

As you may know, the Tourneo Connect is the passenger 
version of the Transit Connect van and smaller brother of 
the famous Transit (a new version of the Transit Connect is 
due in Irish showrooms in May, by the way).

Ciarán McMahon, chairman and managing director of 
Ford Ireland, told us: “It just shows what can be achieved 
when you look after a vehicle’s engine properly.

“I’m sure we will continue to see well-serviced models 
displaying such impressive mileage milestones.”

However, James faced a unique problem when the car’s 
odometer reached the 999,999km mark.

The early format digital display on the dash could not cope 
with the 1,000,000 fi gure – the newer ones can – so it stuck 
on 999,999 because the older format did not automatically 
reset to zero.

How many people ever have the pleasure of having to 
worry about that sort of detail?

Into the breach stepped main Ford dealer Boland’s of 
Wexford, to help reset the dials – for free.

It’s back to zero as James goes about his business with a 
million kilometres under his Tourneo Connect.

Here’s to another 25 trips around the world.

22 Tacsaí  February / March 2018

TAXIMAN HAILS HIS 
MIRACLE TAXI
Ford Torneo racks up 
one million kilometres.

James Foley in his trusty 
Ford Tourneo Connect.



AUTOBOUTIQUE

AUTOBOUTIQUE      61B KEEPER ROAD, DRIMNAGH, DUBLIN 12       085 784 3098

Leather-look 
seat covers for 
taxis. 
Fully fitted and 
guaranteed.

PROTECT YOUR TAXI

• WATERPROOF
• DUSTPROOF
• EASY WIPE-CLEANNEW

DESIGN

DOUBLE 

STITCHING

!!!NEW!!!
IN STOCK

SET OF HEAVY-DUTY 

CAR MATS & BOOT MATS
(SIMILAR TO THOSE FEATURED HERE)

TO SUIT ALL CARS & VANS



ONLY AVAILABLE FROM

TAXI SHOP The TAXI SHOP you can trust.
Serving the Taxi Industry for 
over 30 years.

MPT5: THE WORLD’S 
SMALLEST 
SMART TAXI METER 

TEL: 01 830 9000

•  FIRST-CLASS DESIGN. 
•  READABLE DISPLAY. 
•  CONTROL OVER THE MENU. 
•  INTEGRATED CAN. 
•  80-YEAR MEMORY MODULE. 
•  UP TO 99 TARIFFS.

WIDTH
79MM

THICKNESS
8MM

HEIGHT
49MM

WEIGHT
60G

SPECIAL OFFER 
WITH TACSAÍ MAGAZINE 

ONLY €500
SUPPLIED & FITTED SUPPLIED & FITTED SUPPLIED & FITTED 

ONLY AVAILABLE FROMONLY AVAILABLE FROM

•  FIRST-CLASS DESIGN. 
•  READABLE DISPLAY. 
•  CONTROL OVER THE MENU. 
•  INTEGRATED CAN. 
•  80-YEAR MEMORY MODULE. 
•  UP TO 99 TARIFFS.

WIDTH
79MM

•  FIRST-CLASS DESIGN. 
•  READABLE DISPLAY. 
•  CONTROL OVER THE MENU. 
•  INTEGRATED CAN. 
•  80-YEAR MEMORY MODULE. 
•  UP TO 99 TARIFFS.

SUPPLIED & FITTED SUPPLIED & FITTED SUPPLIED & FITTED 

MPT5



TAXI SHOP SPECIALISE IN EVERYTHING TAXI.
That’s our niche, and we’re proud to be Ireland’s Number 1 
dedicated taxi services provider. No job is too big or too small 
for Taxi Shop. From installing a taxi meter or receipt printer into 
your taxi to full taxi branding, including taxi roofsigns, branding, 
signage and CCTV. Taxi Shop also have our own shop for all the 
taxi accessories you could ever need.

TAXI SHOP
UNIT 38B, BARROW ROAD,
DUBLIN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GLASNEVIN, DUBLIN 11

TEL: 01 830 9000
EMAIL: INFO@TAXISHOP.IE
WEB: WWW.TAXISHOP.IE
GPS: 53.373079, -6.292559

CONTACT US

NEW MIRROR METER

 

The Brand New Mirror Taxi 
Meter Technology From 
Tetas Electronics
Your Rearview mirror is now your 
taximeter! Awesome suprise features and 
extortion- preventing features that no 
other taxi meter has. 

• Automatic roof sign control.
• Driver control with password and 

assembly features.
• Compatible with any and every taxi.T&C’s apply

SUPPLIED & FITTED
FROM €370 + VAT

GLASNEVIN CEMETARY

TAXI SHOP

The TAXI SHOP you can trust.
Serving the Taxi Industry for over 30 years.

NEW LED ROOF SIGNS      SUPPLY & FIT     JUST €165 INC VAT.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT



I
t’s been a tough couple of years for taxi drivers.

In the midst of the worst recession since the 1930s 
the government unleashed a string of hard-hitting 
reforms on the industry - the reviled vehicle age 
limit chief among them, and this, combined with the 

astronomical hike in insurance premiums, has left drivers 
on their knees and many have abandoned the industry 

for safer shores.
As we here at Tacsaí have covered before, mental health 

is hugely important issue for drivers. Derek Devoy’s Taxi 
Watch in Kilkenny, which started three years ago, is now 
nationwide. The stigma of mental health is breaking down 
and mytaxi are keen to do their part, too, to help anyone out 
there who may just need to talk.

Cabbies given the opportunity to take part in three-hour 
workshops and we hear from one of the mytaxi team.

MYTAXI AND AWARE 
TEAM UP ON DRIVERS 
FOR CHANGE
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The Drivers For Change campaign is a link-up between 
mytaxi and metal health charity Aware, and its aim is to 
encourage taxi drivers to use their place within the public 
transport system to promote positive mental health and 
teach them how to deal with people in distress.

Already a number of taxi drivers have taken part in three-
hour workshops that covered topics such as Aware’s 
national service, an overview of mental health conditions in 
Ireland and symptoms of depression.

The workshops also aimed to help taxi drivers understand 
how to have a conversation with someone who appears 
depressed, stressed, or anxious.

Aware aims to roll out the workshops to dozens of more 
taxi drivers over the coming year.

Christopher Flynn, of mytaxi who attended one of the 
workshops, said: “The Aware workshop and introductory 
training gave me a real insight into the mental health 
challenges faced by so many people in Ireland on a daily 
basis.

“It supported real awareness-building for me, and now 
I feel better equipped to impact positively on the general 
population around mental health issues.

“I would strongly urge my colleagues to also get involved 
in this campaign because our daily interaction with the 
public gives us a real opportunity to relieve some of the 
pressures felt by those suffering in this area.”

Drivers that participate in the campaign are also being 
asked to use Aware stickers and leaflets in their taxis as 
part of educating themselves and their passengers about 
mental health.

Director of Services at Aware, Brid O’Meara explained 
by the initiative was launched: “Taxi drivers are very well 
placed in the community to assist in the reduction of stigma 
in the area of mental health. There is a real potential for taxi 
drivers to foster positive change as part of this campaign.”

The campaign also aims to help taxi drivers better deal 
with their own mental health too, as it can oftentimes be an 
incredibly lonely profession.

As per The Journal,ie in December, one taxi driver said 
that he chooses to work every Christmas Day due to 
loneliness.

“There are a lot of drivers who are divorced. It can be a 
very lonely time of year,” he said.

“Going to work is the only way they may be able to see 
anyone on Christmas Day. I’m divorced myself. I’d be 
waking up with no decorations around me. You’d just get 
out to meet people.”

In Ireland, one in four people will use a mental health 
service at some stage in their lives, according to Mental 
Health Ireland.

Earlier this year, Unicef published a report outlining that 
Ireland has the fourth highest rate of suicide amongst 
teenagers in the EU.

IF YOU NEED TO TALK, CONTACT:
• Samaritans 116 123 or email jo@samaritans.org
• Aware 1800 804 848 (depression, anxiety)
• Pieta House 1800 247 247 or email mary@pieta.ie – 

(suicide, self-harm)
• Teen-Line Ireland 1800 833 634 (for ages 13 to 19)
• Childline 1800 666 666 (for under 18s)

m ytaxi have had quite a year. They 
have transitioned from their previous 
incarnation as Hailo and are the biggest 
app company in Ireland while their 
growth is showing no signs of slowing. 

Thousands of drivers call the app their work home, but who 
will you meet when you walk through the doors of their Upper 
Mount Street office? Who are the people behind the famous 
brand name?

One man you will likely meet is Niall Carson. Niall is Head 
of Sales and is based out of the Dublin office. Niall said: “I’m 
originally from Cavan (try not to hold that against me). I’ve lived 
in Dublin for 17 years and now in Westmeath. 

“My role is to lead the B2B side of the business with 
corporate accounts and hospitality included under that. I have 
been with the company over two and a half years since the 
Hailo days and in that time we have seen B2B grow to 10 
times the size in was in 2015.

“What I really enjoy is engaging our driver base and helping 
to win the accounts that the drivers who work with mytaxi want 
access to, be it a hotel account or a large bank or broadcaster, 
we want to ensure a driver who decides to work with mytaxi is 
rewarded for doing so. Mytaxi is a great company to work with 
as we believe in working hard, playing hard and looking after 
each other, and that goes for drivers and passengers alike.

“Like all members of the mytaxi Ireland team, we all spend 
time every week in the Driver Centre on Mount Street Upper or 
occasionally on regional trips.  In my time in the office I have 
had some great moments but some of my favourite days were 
last year when we raffled off two brand new cars to drivers 
who have been working with mytaxi.  Seeing the shock and 
delight on the drivers’ faces was priceless.  Outside of that I 
love speaking with drivers and understand what we can do as 
a company to make their lives better.

“For me, the reason why a driver should move to mytaxi is 
that we really value our drivers and do everything we can to 
support and reward them. The seven days a week support that 
we offer to drivers and passengers alike is crucial in running 
an effective taxi business, we really do listen to our drivers 
and do our best to resolve issues as swiftly and painlessly 
as possible.  In mytaxi we have also see a huge increase in 
the number of tourists arriving in from all across Europe that 
are using the app and it is important that drivers are using the 
mytaxi system to have access to these passengers.”

MEET NIALL CARSON
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SERVICING ALL MAKES & 
MODELS OF CARS
INCLUDING JEEPS & VANS
BODY REPAIRS, SPRAY PAINTING, 
EMISSION TESTS, PRE-NCT

BRAKE PADS FROM €25
We use fully synthetic oil with all services.

085 836 8952
085 108 7768
01 408 0117
killeenmotorservices@gmail.com

WE NOW SUPPLY NEW PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

We know too well of the struggles in the taxi industry which is why 
we offer taxi drivers extra discounts on labour charges.

FROM LONG MILE ROAD
• Drive straight across the Luas track. 
• Pass Woodies on the left hand side. 
• Turn left and then we are through the fi rst black 

gate on the right hand side. 

FROM M50
• Exit M50 at Inchicore. 
• Turn left after Harris Hino.
• Pass Woodies on the right hand side. 
• Drive almost to the bottom and through the 

black gate on the left hand side.

NEW & WORN 
TYRES SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED

24HR RESCUE 
SERVICE

20% EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
FOR TAXI DRIVERS

SERVICING DEAL 1
SKODA OCTAVIA

WAS €120 NOW €95
TIMING BELT KITS €180 FROM €120

SERVICING DEAL 4
CLUTCH KIT DEAL FOR 

TAXI DRIVERS
CLUTCH + FLY WHEEL FROM €280

SERVICING DEAL 2
VW PASSAT (1.9D) SERVICE

WAS €140 NOW €100
TIMING BELT KITS €150 FROM €120

SERVICING DEAL 3
TOYOTA AVENSIS (D4D 2LD)

WAS €180 NOW €120

KILLEEN MOTOR SERVICES
-  YOUR MECHANIC IN DUBLIN -

UNIT 3, KILLEEN COURT, KILLEEN ROAD, DUBLIN 12

We know too well of the struggles in the taxi industry which is why 
we offer taxi drivers extra discounts on labour charges.

20% EXTRA DISCOUNTS 20% EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
FOR TAXI DRIVERS

UNIT 3, KILLEEN COURT, KILLEEN ROAD, DUBLIN 12

+ 24HR RESCUE 24HR RESCUE 
SERVICE

WWW.KILLEENMOTORSERVICES.COM



TTNH SPEAK OUT ON 
THE LUAS SHAMBLES
“This proposal is anti-competitive 
to taxis, would add huge costs to 
customers”

T
he Dublin City Centre Luas works have caused 
chaos, widespread and total chaos for years 
now in the capital.

What was supposed to be a “clean and swift 
operation” has turned calm into calamity every 

which way but loose across the Fair City.
Local businessmen have complained, other public 

transport modes have voiced their displeasure, and of 
course the Luas works have wreaked havoc with the taxi 
industry. Ranks have been displaced – most never to return 
– and it seems to anyone with a keen eye and sharp wit 
that the government are steering the public ever closer to 
a Luas City where taxis and maybe even buses no longer 
get their fair crack of the whip on the streets of Dublin.

All of this added to the College Green shambles, and 
many have the right to be feeling disgruntled.

Yes. Drivers are furious about this eventuality, and also 
the massive disruption caused during the endless building 
process. We spoke to Dave McGuinness of the TTnH to 
hear his take on things are they currently stand.

He said: “As taxi drivers are aware the Luas Cross City 
project has been ongoing for a number of years. This 
project has seen many prime taxi stands becoming Luas 
Stops, and the works have caused considerable disruption 
to taxis and customers in the City Centre.

“At the start of this project and through three years of 
negotiating we had offered many alternatives to Dublin 
City Council, however none of our proposals have been 
adopted to date. It is expected the larger trams will come 
on stream in February 2018 and Dublin City Council have 
relayed it is their intention to ban taxis travelling through 
College Green, whilst allowing private coaches and buses 
carriage through the corridor. 

“This is totally unacceptable to drivers and will cause 
huge problems. Currently we are corresponding with all 
stakeholders in the industry. We would hope for a show 
of unity from all sectors of the industry on this important 
issue. We would request all drivers contact their local 
political representatives and make their views known. 

“This proposal is anti-competitive to taxis, would add 
huge costs to customers due to the circuitous route been 
taken and we reject the precedent this proposal sets in 
banning taxis from certain parts of the city. We are currently 
in talks and would hope for a favourable resolution. We will 
keep drivers informed on this issue.”
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Dave McGuinness
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H
undreds of Dublin taxi drivers were forced off 
the streets on February 1st as they queued 
for hours to get their taxi meters upgraded to 
show the latest fare increase.

The queue, outside taxi service company 
Skan ATM in Finglas, began at 6am on the morning of the 
1st according to a driver at the scene and at lunchtime on 
the day the queue contained 150 drivers.

“I arrived at 10am and I am still in the queue,” a driver 
called Adeel said just before 1pm.

“I can’t work without the upgrade,” he added. “I could, but I 
would be offering customers the old, lower price.

“It would be better for them but if I was inspected the 
National Transport Authority (NTA) would fi ne me for having 
an incorrect meter,” Adeel added.

According to the NTA website “Operating with a taximeter 
not appropriately calibrated and verifi ed will attract a fi ne of 
€60 up to €250 depending on the circumstances.”

The fare increase, signed off by the NTA in September, 
will add 30 cent to a standard €10 fare.

However, while many drivers have applauded the NTA’s 
efforts to boost their income, some say the increase is too 
small to offset the higher cost of insurance, tax and fuel.

Irish taxi app Lynk said drivers will have to pay €200 to 
recalibrate their meters.

These will then have to be checked by the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland’s Legal Metrology Service at 
a cost of €86.

However, Lynk said that in the long run it will mean higher 
earnings for drivers, both existing and those considering 
entering the industry.

“We’re welcoming the new fare increase because it will 
improve the income for our valued drivers,” said Lynk boss 
Noel Ebbs.

“We already offer a package that helps our drivers make 
a healthy income and control that with their own work 
schedule.

“However, the higher costs of running a taxi and, in 
particular, rising insurance costs, have put heavy fi nancial 
pressures on some drivers.”

The increase comes shortly after it was revealed that the 
number of taxi drivers in Ireland has fallen to its lowest level 
in the past decade.

The National Transport Authority said there were 26,012 
licenced taxi drivers at the end of last year. In 2009 there 
were 47,222.

In Dublin there are 10,688 registered taxis.
What do you think about the fare increase? Is it fair 

enough, or does it not go far enough? Email the editor with 
your thoughts; stephenyoung399@hotmail.com
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FARE TO 
SAY IT’S A 
CONTROVERSY
Massive queues to 
update meters while 
some say the increase is 
not enough.

Martin Conroy waiting outside Skan



400 LESS CABBIES 
IN THE LAST YEAR

A marked decrease of drivers in the sector reported.

T
he number of taxi drivers in the Republic has 
fallen to its lowest level in the past decade with 
a net loss of over 400 cabbies in the past year.

Figures published by the National Transport 
Authority show there was a total of 26,012 

licensed taxi drivers at the end of 2017. It indicates 
there was a net reduction of 408 individuals working as 
taxi drivers over the previous 12 months and an annual 
decrease of 1.5% in driver numbers.

The total number of drivers has now fallen by 45% since 
levels peaked in 2009 when there were 47,222 working in 
the sector.

Taxi representative bodies have complained that 
operational costs have soared in recent years largely as 
a result of large increases in motor insurance premiums.

Jim Waldron, spokesman for the National Private Hire 
and Taxi Association said some drivers were finding it 
more lucrative to return to their former professions.

“Many people from trades in the construction sector 
became taxi drivers when building work dried up and they 
are now going back to their old jobs as they are providing 
more regular work and pensions,” Mr Waldron said.

He claimed that the cost for new entrants to the 
industry was prohibitive as first-time applicants had to 
buy wheelchair accessible taxis which are considerably 
more expensive than standard vehicles.

Taxi drivers have welcomed a 3% increase in fares 
announced last summer which is due to be implemented 
on February 1 — the first price increase since 2015.

There were a total of 20,581 taxis and hackneys licensed 
at the end of December — 223 fewer than at the end of 

2016. More than half of all licensed vehicles operate in 
Dublin, with 10,688 registered taxi cabs in the capital, 
followed by Cork (1,780) and Meath (1,091).

Meanwhile, Taxi drivers and operators of other public 
service vehicles are set to benefit from a new €7,000 grant 
scheme aimed at encouraging them to opt for electric 
vehicles.

Minister for Transport, Shane Ross, will this week 
announce a new incentive scheme offering a €7,000 grant 
towards the purchase of an electric vehicle for those with 
a small public service vehicle (SPSV) licence. That grant is 
on top of the existing electric car incentives – the €5,000 
rebate on vehicle registration tax, a €3,800 grant from the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), and the 
upcoming new grant from the SEAI for installing a home-
charging point.

The Department of Transport grant applies to any fully 
electric vehicle up to six years old, although the amount 
reduces according to the age of the car. A smaller €3,500 
grant applies if you want to buy a plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicle (PHEV) for taxi use, but only those with Co2 
emissions lower than 65g/km. Conventional hybrids are 
excluded.

The move is the latest in a series of measures being 
introduced by the Government to promote electric 
car ownership. Minister for Finance Paschal Donohoe 
introduced a one-year exemption on benefit in kind for 
electric vehicles in the budget, and it is expected that 
the exemption will be rolled out for at least three years, 
including a suspension of any benefit in kind levied on 
charging your electric car at work.
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087 716 1467
CALL MOBILITY HIRE & SALES TODAY!

Rental Offer

Rental + Insurance

CHECK OUT THIS FANTASTIC

IN YOUR OWN NO CLAIMS BONUS
UNDER OUR POLICY

€150
087 716 1467
CALL MOBILITY HIRE & SALES TODAY!

• Low mileage
• Full efficient
• Automatic or manual
• 1.6 Diesel
• Mirror meter - FITTED
• Printer - FITTED
• €180 per week plus 

insurance
• 36 monthly payments

Rent-To-Buy SchemeRent-To-Buy 
CHECK OUT THIS AMAZING

PEUGEOT PARTNER 2011 MODEL

FROM MOBILITY HIRE & SALES

€180
PER WEEK

ONLY



TRAFFIC CHAOS AT 
COLLEGE GREEN
Buses and taxis taking the blame.

R
estrictions on Dublin Bus access to College 
Green in late January led to “minor” 
improvements in the delays that have become 
a daily occurrence in the area since the new 
Luas line opened before Christmas.

AA Roadwatch reported a slight improvement in traffic 
outside Trinity College on the first day of restrictions as 
seventeen Dublin Bus routes were diverted away from the 
area for the first time as a measure to alleviate congestion.

A spokeswoman for Dublin Bus said there were 
“improvements in journey times” during the morning peak 
rush on routes which have been “realigned”. Dublin Bus will 
continue to monitor how effective the changes are in the 
coming days, she added.

A number of bus routes that usually travel through 
College Green and Westmoreland Street were rerouted via 
Tara Street and Burgh Quay while express routes, which 
only operate at rush hour, ceased to serve stops on D’Olier 
Street, Nassau Street, Kildare Street and Merrion Row.

“The change might improve as time goes on and should 
definitely have an effect but I don’t think anyone will have 
noticed a substantial change,” said Barry Alworth, from AA 
Roadwatch. 

According to an Irish Times journalist – “Following a walk 
around the area on Monday morning, there was little change 
in the gridlock along Westmoreland Street, College Street 
and towards Nassau Street. While the number of Dublin 
Bus vehicles may have dropped slightly, the presence of 
private bus companies and taxis only further exacerbated 
the problem.”

The NTA said it was monitoring the impact of the route 

changes but that it was too early to make a full assessment 
of their impact on traffic. It added that if delays persisted 
further changes to bus routes and possible taxi restrictions 
would follow.

Joe Herron, president of the Irish Taxi Drivers Federation, 
said it would be “grossly unfair” if restrictions were 
introduced which allowed buses to enter the College 
Green area and not taxis.

“It would be crazy if we had to do two or three times 
the distance to cross from one side of the Liffey to other. 
It’s a busy area for taxi business and if we couldn’t go 
through there we’d have to go all the way up the quays to 
Parliament Street and come back around.”

Mr Herron also called for restrictions on private bus 
companies operating in the area.

Dermot O’Gara, head of public affairs at the NTA, said 
last week that the “interim measures” would remain in 
place until there was more clarity around the proposed 
public plaza for the area.

A public hearing on plans to build a €10 million pedestrian 
and cycle plaza was cancelled earlier this month. The plaza 
project would mean all traffic, including buses and taxis, 
would be banned from accessing Dame Street through 
College Green.

Under EU rules which came into force last May Dublin 
City Council will have to reissue the notice, and give another 
30 days for the public to assess the material, before any 
hearing can take place.

An Bord Pleanála said the hearing was expected to 
be rescheduled in March but that an exact date had not 
been set.
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ANSWERS

1. Lisbon, Portugal. 
2. Pb
3. Warsaw. 
4. Charleen 
Mitchell
5. A (Coarse Rye) 
Bread. 

6. Tom tom the 
piper’s son. 
7. Yves St Laurent. 
8. Journalists. 
9. Albert
10. Antirrhinum. 
11. Dutch. 
12. George 
Gershwin. 

13. CIA
14. Eeyore. 
15. Ayr
16. Black Bess
17. Squid. 
18. Limerick
19. Argos. 
20. Johnny English. 

General 
Knowledge 
Questions
1. In which city do Benfi ca football club 
play their home matches?
2. What is the chemical symbol for lead?
3. What is the capital of Poland?
4. What was the name of the character 
played by Kylie Minogue in TV’s 
“Neighbours”?
5. What type of food is Pumpernickel?
6. According to the children’s nursery 
rhyme, who stole a pig and away did run?
7. Which perfume house markets the 
perfume “Opium”?
8. In the name of the Trade Union the 
NUJ, what does the “J” stand for?
9. What was singer and actor Frank 
Sinatra’s middle name?
10. What group of plants are commonly 
known as Snapdragons?
11. What nationality was the painter 
Vincent Van Gogh?
12. Who wrote the music for the opera 
“Porgy and Bess”?
13. Which organisation has its 
headquarters at Langley, Virginia?
14. What is the name of the donkey in the 
“Winnie the Pooh” stories?
15. On which course is the Scottish Grand 
National raced?

16. What was the name of Dick Turpin’s 
horse?
17. If you ordered calamari in a restaurant, 
what would you be eating?
18. Which Irish county is known as the 
Treaty County?
19. In Greek mythology, the watchman 
with a hundred eyes shares it’s name with 
which retail chain?
20. What was the name of the bumbling 
secret agent played by Rowan Atkinson in 
several fi lms?

T H E  T A C S A Í  M A G A Z I N E 

B U M P E R 
Q U I Z
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We are seeking early-morning, 
evening vans and cars RIGHT NOW. 

Express Taxis have a lot of hotels 
and big contracts in the capital and 

could be just right for you.

EXPRESS TAXIS ARE LOOKING FOR DRIVERS

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE PART OF THIS 
WINNING TEAM
CONTACT

PAT OR JO AT: 

•	 Polite manner required. 
•	 Uniform will be supplied free of charge 
•	 No crazy discount’s applied to driver’s accounts. 
•	 No hospitality fees 
•	 Discount for two man cars. 
•	 Six week start-up package available. 
•	 We use iCabbi system, simple to use, everything is 

automatic – the system plots you. No wiring of cars. 
•	 We have the majority of City Centre Hotels 
•	 90% of our work is cash. 
•	 Accounts & Credit Cards paid weekly. 
•	 You can use our app to accept street credit card jobs, also 

paid weekly. 
•	 No free 5 minute waiting time. 
•	 All drivers have equal chance of all work, no classification 

of drivers. 
•	 Please note, only suitable drivers with knowledge and 

experience in the taxi industry need apply.01 855 3333

And you won’t find a finer company to work with in Dublin.
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We are Ireland’s leading 
suppliers of new 
and remanufactured 
turbochargers, diesel 
injectors, brake calipers and 
flywheels.

Turbo Factory is well-
known across the country 
for providing top quality 
products, services and 
excellent customer support.

01. SUPPLIER OF BRAND NEW TURBOCHARGES
02. SUPPLIER OF RECONDITIONED TURBOCHARGERS
03. TURBO PARTS SUPPLIER 
04. TURBO CHARGER ACTUATOR REPAIRS & SALES 
05. VNT ADJUSTMENT 
06. TURBOCHARGER FITTING & BOOSTING SOLUTIONS
07. HEADING MACHINERY & MARINE TURBOCHARGER REPAIR.
08. BRAKE CALLIPER SERVICE & NEW CALLIPERS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Turbo Factory, Unit 6, Old Quarry Campus, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15
087 338 8155   /   01 880 7999   /   info@turbofactory.ie

WWW.TURBOFACTORY.IE

FREE DELIVERY IN IRELAND - NORTH & SOUTH

2 YEAR
WARRANTY

€250
FOR A

TURBO*
*T&C’S APPLY



Diesel Injector Repair Dublin have Cutting-Edge Equipment for all 
Electronic Injector Diagnostics, Injector Calibration, Injector Testing 

and Cleaning.

• Fully Trained Staff
• Cutting Edge Equipment
• Quality Work Delivered
• Affordable Prices
• Consultation Provided
• Pick-Up & Delivery 

Services Available

WHY 
CHOOSE 
US 

DIESEL INJECTOR REPAIR, 
Unit 6, Old Quarry Campus, Northwest Business Park, Dublin 15

CONTACT: 085 200 9922      dieselinjectorrepair@yahoo.ie

We turn 
malfunctioning 
injectors into 
off-the-shelf 
reconditioned 
products for a 
fraction of the 
price.

DIESEL INJECTOR 
REPAIR DUBLIN

www.dieselinjectorrepair.ie

Injector Brands that we work with include: Delphi Injectors, Bosch Injectors, Denso Injectors, 
Siemens Injectors, Piezo Bosch Injectors, Truck and Commercial Vehicle Injectors.







TOP STORIES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

WORLD NEWS
BRITAIN
Taxi and private hire drivers have admitted the regulation of licences 
needs to be tougher for public safety. It comes after the Suzy Lamplugh 
Trust found more than 860 drivers in England and Wales had been 
granted licences, despite having criminal convictions.

Current guidelines say applicants with serious convictions should 
be refused a licence, but councils can grant them to those deemed to 
be “fit and proper”.

The Licensed Taxi Drivers’ Association said the rules were 
“inadequate”. The Suzy Lamplugh Trust, which campaigns on 
personal safety issues, called the findings “deeply troubling” and 
warned passenger safety was being compromised.

Its report, published in January, follows widespread anger last 
month after it emerged black cab rapist John Worboys was to be 
released from prison.

The charity gathered statistics from Freedom of Information Act 
requests made to local authorities across England and Wales.

From the 46 local authorities that were able to provide data on 
drivers’ criminal histories, more than 860 drivers were found to have 
successfully obtained or renewed a licence in the last six years, despite 
having a criminal conviction.

Current Local Government Association guidelines state applicants 
convicted of sexual and violent offences should not be granted a 
licence.

But local councils in England and Wales are free to give licences to 
whoever they consider to be “fit and proper” drivers, a term which is 
not defined in legislation. 

Chief executive of the Suzy Lamplugh Trust, Rachel Griffin, said 
rigorous national licensing standards were “vital”.

“It is deeply troubling that there are taxi and minicab drivers with 
serious criminal convictions operating across the country,” she said.

“The ambiguity currently surrounding what constitutes a ‘fit and 
proper’ person with regards to taxi and private hire vehicle licensing 
is unacceptable.”

The Local Government Association, Licensed Taxi Drivers’ 
Association and Licensed Private Hire Car Association backed the 
report’s recommendation for national minimum standards.

Steve McNamara, general secretary of the LTDA, said the report 
“highlights the inadequate regulations currently in place for obtaining 
taxi and private hire vehicle licences across the UK”.

He added it was “shocking” that taxi and private hire drivers were 
not legally required to undergo “the most basic background checks, 
disability equality training or exploitation training”.

NEW YORK
A prominent Bronx politician lobbied to run a new City Council 
committee that oversees taxis and car services after collecting 
thousands in campaign funds from the industry.

Councilman Ruben Diaz Sr., a Democrat, confirmed that he 
pushed for the creation of the Committee on For-Hire Vehicles he 
now chairs — despite having taken at least $12,475 from the industry 
and its workers last year, city campaign filings show.

Diaz, a former state senator, got at least another $13,700 in industry 
donations to his Senate campaigns since 2002.

Council Speaker Corey Johnson (D-Manhattan) named Diaz chair 
of the new committee this month, giving the outspoken 74-year-
old minister subpoena power and oversight of yellow and green 
taxis, Ubers and other car-service vehicles regulated by the Taxi & 
Limousine Commission.

Johnson gave the new post to Diaz to reward him and the Bronx 
Democratic organization for supporting his bid to become speaker, 
council sources said. Johnson stripped jurisdiction of taxis and car 
services from the Transportation Committee, which since 2014 has 
been chaired by Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez (D-Manhattan), 
another pol with many industry workers in his district.

Inventing the new committee was seen as a convenient way to 
punish Rodriguez for challenging Johnson’s bid to be speaker.

“For the speaker, I think this was an easy way to reward Ruben Sr. 
for his loyalty while embarrassing Ydanis for running against him,” 
one council source said.

Though Rodriguez kept the Transportation Committee chair, with 
oversight over public transit and city DOT matters, he was livid that 
he lost power over for-hire vehicles, Council sources said. Rodriguez 
took in at least $36,085 from the industry since 2000, according to 
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campaign filings. Rodriguez said in a statement that he is “confident” 
in Johnson’s ability to organize the committees and that he’s honored 
to continue as Transportation Committee chair.

Johnson and Diaz are unlikely allies. The openly gay speaker visited 
Diaz in the hospital twice even though LGBT groups gripe that the 
Pentecostal minister is a homophobe who as a senator opposed New 
York’s gay-marriage law.

Johnson spokeswoman Robin Levine said the council is “proud” to 
have the newly dedicated committee “as for-hire vehicles become an 
area of increased concern for New Yorkers.”

Diaz insists that despite the support he’s gotten from the industry, 
he’ll be fair and independent. “I am not for sale, I am not for hire, and 
I am not for lease,” he said.

FRANCE
French taxi startup Heetch has revealed it has raised $20m to bring 
its brand of social ride-sharing across Europe. It relaunched in April 
2017 as a taxi platform with professional drivers and is now the 
second-most downloaded taxi app in France, after Uber.

Teddy Pellerin, co-founder of  Heetch, says the company wants 
to provide a more sociable experience of ride-sharing. He believes 
that it’s this aspect of the company that will help it succeed in new 
markets, like London.

Teddy Pellerin, co-founder of  Heetch, says the company wants 
to provide a more sociable experience of ride-sharing. He believes 
that it’s this aspect of the company that will help it succeed in new 
markets, like London.

“We would love to come to London. Our service is more used 
by young people when they’re going out and we’re trying to make 

something more friendly, more about sharing and a bit different.
“We want our passengers to feel as if they are sharing a moment 

in the ride, not just a professional driver that is driving you home or 
somewhere else. And we think that would work quite well in London 
because many people are going out.”

INDIA
Police in the western Indian state of Goa have arrested a motorcycle 
taxi driver for allegedly molesting an American tourist last month.

Isidore Fernandes was detained after the woman posted his picture 
on social media, describing the alleged incident. 

She said he asked her for a kiss and when she refused, he tried 
forcing her hands underneath his clothes.

She asked people to share the post so he doesn’t “endanger another 
woman’s safety”. In her Facebook post, the woman said she had hired 
Mr Fernandes to drive her to dinner. She said he was “friendly” and 
they chatted as she saw no harm in a having a conversation with him.

She said he offered to wait for her and drive her back to the hotel. 
When they were on their way back to the hotel, she said, he began 
“misbehaving”.

“He forced my hands and took them under his shirt and despite 
constantly telling him to “keep it professional”, he took my hands 
further down over his pants,” she wrote. 

He allegedly kept turning into lanes, claiming he was taking a 
shorter route, and then he told her he needed to pull over.

“He stopped his bike and before I could realise what was happening, 
his penis was in my hands,” she said.

She said she managed to escape - she threw some money at him 
and ran onto a busy road.
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G
ardaí believe a taxi driver who died suddenly 
on Sunday February 3rd became distraught 
after two thugs had stolen a mobile phone 
from him.

The man, who was a foreign national in his 
40s, became unwell following an “incident” with a fare at 
around 4.30am on James’s Street, Dublin.

A senior source said last night that the man was not 
stabbed and suffered no visible injuries in the incident.

“There may have been a brief scuffl e but this man did 
not suffer any injuries consistent with any form of serious 
assault,” the senior source said.

The case is being investigated by Kilmainham gardaí who 
are working on the “early theory” that the man may have had 
an “underlying illness” which was activated by the stress of 
his phone being stolen.

Offi cers expect to make arrests shortly and have obtained 
“excellent quality CCTV” of the two alleged thieves entering 
the Basin Street fl ats complex in the south inner city shortly 
after leaving the taxi.

The taxi driver had been living in the Clondalkin area and 
is understood to have been resident in Ireland for a number 
of years.

The man was treated at the scene and brought by 
ambulance to St James’s Hospital where he was pronounced 

dead a short time later.
A man who came to the aid of the taxi driver took to social 

media to share his account of what happened.
“I was driving home after work last night [on James’s 

Street] when I saw a taxi stopped at the side of the road with 
the door wide open.

“I pulled up alongside the car and the driver said, ‘Please 
help. I’ve been attacked by two guys’.

“So I got out to help him and as I did he fell out on the road 
saying he was tired and to take his shoes off...

“I rang the guards as I sat him up holding him against my 
leg while giving details.

“The cops and an ambulance then came and they took 
over,” he said.

Jim Waldron, of the National Private Hire and Taxi 
Association, said the man was not part of the organisation, 
but wished to express his sympathies.

“It’s very sad no matter how this man died and of course 
our sympathies go to his friends and family,” he said.

A taxi driver who passed by after the incident said that he 
saw the man lying on the ground beside his taxi.

“He was on the road by himself, facing outbound while I 
was driving towards the city.

“I couldn’t tell if he was injured, but he was moving.
“I must have passed him before the ambulance and police 

arrived because he was on his own, but the second time I 
drove past I saw two or thee taxi drivers with him.”

Gardaí confi rmed they are treating the case as a sudden 
death and a fi le will be prepared for the coroner.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Kevin Street 
Garda station 01 6669400 or the Garda Confi dential Line 
1800 666 111.

44 Tacsaí  February / March 2018

TAXI DRIVER 
TRAGICALLY 
DIES AFTER 
ROBBERY

Altercation leads to death 
following “incident” over 
stolen mobile phone.



One of Dublin’s main independent 
distributors of the highest quality car 
parts, workshop consumables, tools 
and diagnostic equipment.

ALL YOUR CAR PARTS UNDER ONE ROOF

SOUTHSIDE MOTOR FACTORS
Motor City, Kylemore Road, Dublin 12

01 450 0887

RATHGAR MOTOR FACTORS
67 Rathgar Avenue, Rathgar, Dublin 6

01 490 9550

PARTS FOR CARS
Porters Road, Coolmine, Dublin 15

01 897 9777

VISIT
WWW.SMF.IE

SOUTHSIDE
MOTOR FACTORS

TEL: +353 1 450 0887 
FAX: +353 1 450 0843
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UNIT 9, BELLEVUE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TOLKA VALLEY ROAD

Tel: 01 808 1443
We’re always open
Book online NOW

Collect - Repair - Return
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