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The Hybrid Motor 
Centre

The Hybrid Motor Centre is a 
supplier of used cars based in Rush, 
Co. Dublin. We specialise in fuel 
ef� cient cars ideal for the taxi trade.

• 20,000km warranty on all cars.
• Low fuel consumption.
• Ideal for the taxitrade.

Call today: 01 870 2000  or  086 180 6220

The Hybrid Motor Centre
60 Upper Main Street, Rush, Dublin
T: 01 870 2000       M: 086 180 6220       M: 086 307 0718

www.hybridmotorcentre.ie
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W
e have a jam-
packed edition 
of Tacsaí this 
month guys 
and girls. 

While Donald Trump seems intent on 
hogging the news every day of the week, 
there is plenty of other things going 
on in the world and only one we have 
covered relates to him.

� e #deleteuber campaign kicked o�  
in New York last month in response to 
Uber drivers passing the picket lines at 
JFK airport where New York City taxi 
drivers were protesting the Muslim Ban. 
� e campaign has since spread to many 
other countries in the world and could 
spell real trouble for the Californian app 
company.

Another app company seemingly in 
the depths of it is Hailo; their takeover 
by MyTaxi last summer seems to 
have sent their service spiralling, with 
complaints to the Twitter page (the only 
place to register a complaint at Hailo it 
seems) increasing daily. Everything from 
smelly drivers, to taxis being cancelled, 
the company is under � re from its own 
customers.

With that in mind, Google (investors 

in Uber) are ready to roll out the 
driverless car after tests in Asia and 
Pittsburgh. � ey believe it will only 
be a matter of time before all taxis are 
driverless. Cabbies in New York have 
asked for a 50-year moratorium on any 
moves to put driverless taxis into the 
market. We look at the rami� cations 
and talk to two Irish drivers about the 
possibilities and the pitfalls of such a 
move.

Tony Rowe has been doing some 
digging up and has found that Dublin 
is now one of the cheapest cities in 
Europe to rent a taxi; an odd anomaly 
considering how expensive everything 
else is here. Read about that on page 29.

On page 38 we have a very interesting 
story where the pass rate of applicants 
for the taxi knowledge test dropped to 
6% at one Dublin centre after three men 
were arrested for suspected cheating in 
April 2015. � is astonishing story comes 
as records have been released under the 
Freedom of Information Act.

We have all that, and lots more in this 
bumper edition of Tacsaí Magazine.
Safe travels.
Stephen Young
Editor

TO GET IN TOUCH
Call 086 127 7031 
Email stephenyoung399@hotmail.com

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CALL 085 199 8321

EDITORIAL

Tacsaí Magazine is stocked in each taxi fi rm in 
Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick. Most ranks 
have “Rank Reps” who have a stock of magazines. 
Additionally, the magazine is available in the 
following locations:

01. Skan Taxi centre, Tolka Valley Business Park.
02. Emo Station (Mount Brown), Kilmainham.
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04. TTnH Offi  ces, Santry Hall Ind. Est.
05. Fonthill Motor Factors.
06. Harbour Radiators.
07. The Kesh at Dublin  Airport.
08. Fonthill Autoparts.
09. Hailo, 12 Upper Mount Street.
10. Dublin Corporate Cabs, Ballymount Ind Est.
11. Phoenix Motors, Prussia Street.
12. South Dublin Autos.
13. Ozone Cabs
14. Go Service Station, Kylemore Road.
15. Excel Auto Parts, Old Naas Road
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• SAVE AN AVERAGE  OF 6c PER LITRE
• SHOP OPEN 24 HOURS-A-DAY
• QUALITY FUEL, BEST PRICE!

DIESEL 121.9
UNLEADED 131.9

HOT DEALS
20KG Smokeless fuel
Logs
Kindling Sticks
Briquettes
25kg bag of turf

€9.99
€4.99
€2.99
€4.99
€6.00

OPEN 
24 HRS

VISIT SHOP FOR MORE OFFERS

MOUNT
BROWN
DUBLIN 8

THE TAXI DRIVERS’ CHOICE

NOW

IN STOCK

FRESH

COSTA
COFFEE

THE Most 
Competitive fuel 
prices in Dublin!

SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
WEEKLY

VISIT SHOP FOR MORE OFFERS

prices in Dublin!prices in Dublin!
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

TO FIND SPECIAL 

DEALS EVERYDAY

SEARCH 

MOUNT BROWN 

SERVICE STATION
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DUBLIN'S NEWEST STATE-OF-THE-ART FUEL STATION

FULL 

HOT & COLD 

DELI

UNLEADED131.9
121.9DIESEL NOW

IN STOCK

FRESH

COSTA
COFFEE

CAR WASH
FROM €5

SPECIAL 

OFFERS 

WEEKLY

CATHERINES 

BAKERY 

BREAD NOW

IN STOCK

121.9
131.9

OPEN 24 HOURS
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HAIL’ STORM 
ENGULFS APP 
COMPANY

A ll is not well it seems, at former App giant Hailo these days. 
Having been bought out by German company MyTaxi 
in July, it now seems that their driver service standards are 
dwindling faster than Usain Bolt.

It has been brought to Tacsaí’s attention that the 
company has recently been inundated with complaints from unhappy 
customers, so we’re asking why?

What is going on behind the scenes at the UK/German owned operation 
that has led to this deluge of ticked o�  passengers.

Questions have also been raised about how the company was able to a� ord 
the massive cuts in fares given out last month. 50% cuts in fares.

Driver standards have dropped it seems. As you can see from one tweet 
we have pictured, where a customer took o� ence to the smell of one of their 
drivers and complained via Hailo’s only channel of communication these 
days - on Twitter.

So let’s go back to the summer, when Hailo as it was, ran aground.
Daimler, parent company of Mercedes Benz, now own 60% of the 

company, with the remaining 40% going to Hailo shareholders.
Hailo arrived in New York in 2013 and tried to use the same model in the 

city as it had for London: Working with local cab drivers to launch its service. 
� e US was a major market for Hailo, and it raised $30 million (£22.8 
million) from prominent US venture capital fund Union Square Ventures, 
as well as Richard Branson.

A lengthy article published by Fortune in 2014 explains that Hailo failed 
to build a close relationship with New York cab drivers like it had in London. 

Uber dominated the more expensive town car market, so Hailo was left to try 
and make money from cheap rides. It didn’t work. Hailo was forced to lay o�  
40 employees in New York and the disastrous US expansion eventually led to 
Hailo CEO Jay Bregman leaving the company.

Hailo had tried to crack the US and failed. It pulled out entirely and 
focused on its existing markets. But soon money problems were looming. 
� e Independent reported in 2014 that Hailo made a loss of £21.5 million 
that year after it ploughed cash into expanding to new cities around the 
world. Hailo said at the time that it was “purposely unpro© table” due to 
investments in technology and marketing.

And in 2015 we reported that Hailo was in talks to raise a crucial new 
round of funding. If the new money didn’t come in then it could have had 
to make hard decisions about the number of sta� . It was working with New 
York banking company LionTree Advisors to create a pitch that was attractive 
to investors.

Eventually Hailo announced in October 2015 that it was dropping its 
private hire license, the legal agreement needed to run an Uber-like service. 
It stopped o� ering rides from private vehicles and instead went back to only 
black cabs. � e private hire experiment, which it had been running since 
2014, was abandoned.

� e conversations that Hailo was having with investors turned from 
fundraising talks to outright acquisition negotiations. Now, Hailo has 
o«  cially announced that it will merge with MyTaxi. � e company will 
be run from MyTaxi’s head o«  ce in Hamburg, Germany by Hailo CEO 
Andrew Pinnington. 

COMPLAINTS SKYROCKET AT APP 
COMPANY AFTER SUMMER TAKEOVER
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Often when companies or brands change hands as Hailo has, there are 
problems that fester, either through lack of funding or awareness of the 
product or service’s place within the industry. � is certainly seems to be the 
case with Hailo.

And it begs the question? Who has been paying for the half-price journey’s 
in their cabs? Not the customer, almost certainly not the company. � at just 
leaves the drivers... Is it possible that Hailo have burdened their workforce 
with the cut?

With the 2 euro call-outs dropped (again, from the drivers’ pocket?) and 
the 12.5% they charge coming o�  the top also, it may leave their men and 
women in the ® eet short.

� ere has also been talk of preferential treatment for “better cars” and that 
drivers within the company with “lesser cars” are dropping down the pecking 

order for call-outs just because of the make, model and year of their vehicles.
But it’s not just the driver who appears to be su� ering through this turbulent 

time for the app company, as we said the public appear to receiving a poorer 
service at the moment. It’s unfortunate, too, that their only complaints line 
appears to be their Twitter account. 

So much for German e«  ciency.
On the other hand, local Irish taxi companies are thriving, operating models 

that suit and serve the full-time driver. Flat weekly fees (tax deductable), more 
o� ers of daytime work and call centres with human interaction seem to o� er 
better working conditions for many now plying their trade. 

At a time when more and more people are buying Irish at the 
supermarkets, drivers should think twice about who they work for too. 
After all, it’s our economy.
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‘TANE AND ABLE

MOTABILITY IRELAND GEARS UP FOR 
WAV 17 TAXI GRANT SCHEME

O h, how we love the magic liquid. No, not pints, 
Dipetane! � e Irish company is a true success story. 
Founded 30 years ago in 1986 by Drew McDowell 
and Andrew Anglin, it has gone from strength to 
strength and now services its product to Britain, 

Asia, Australia and the US.
Although Andrew has sadly since passed, Drew continues to helm 

the revolutionary product. 
Based out of Kilcoole, County Wicklow, Dipetane has expanded 

and grown through word of mouth – because what’s better than a 
good thing?

As someone who has used Dipetane, as many of you have, I was 
wondering what the magic ingredient was. How does this stu�  work?

Drew told me: “Dipetane works because it uniquely eliminates 
CCDs (Combustion Chamber Deposits) in all engines and boilers. 
Dipetane’s unique ability to burn the carbon more completely 
means that the CCDs are not fed any more unburnt carbon and 
consequently are eliminated.

“It doesn’t e� ect engine warranties because as Dipetane is a 100% 
hydrocarbon product it does not alter the original fuel speci� cations. 
Dipetane adheres to the main two relevant fuel quality standards 
(EN590 Low Sulphur Fuels and BS 2869). � erefore all engine and 
boiler warranties are maintained intact.”

So if Dipetane is so good, why haven’t the big oil companies 
cottoned and asked for a bottle? Drew said: “Because Dipetane saves 
fuel and major oil companies are in the business of maximising the 
volume of fuel sold. Some more progressive oil distribution companies 
are now selling their fuels with Dipetane already in it.

So why do major oil companies still have to use detergents (second 
best technology) in their fuel? “Because they don’t have Dipetane fuel 
technology. Simple as that”.

T he national transport authority have just 
announced that �750,000 will be made 
available for a Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle (WAV) Grant Scheme to open 
this coming April 2017 

Multi award winning car adaptations company 
Motability Ireland are currently preparing their 
workshop facilities & vehicle orders to cater for the 
demand from the Taxi industry to supply wheelchair 
accessible vehicles to the recently announce WAV 
Taxi Grant scheme.

Motability Ireland Taxi conversions are fully G9 
compliant and come with a technical assessors 
report and are available on the following vehicles:

Ford Tourneo Custom, Ford Tourneo Connect, VW 

For anyone reading this who hasn’t used the product before How 
long does it take for Dipetane to work?

“Dipetane works from the moment it is put into the fuel and 
takes 1-3 days to eliminate un-burnt carbon deposits from an engine 
that starts out badly clogged up to the point of seeing the bene� ts. 
If you are doing a smoke/emission test within a few hours then you 
should give the vehicle 30 minutes of hard driving on a highway or 
motorway.”

And can you detect Dipetane in the fuel? “No since it is a 100% 
pure hydrocarbon that does not alter the speci� cations of the fuel 
treated.”

So, there you go. � ere’s some of the magic behind the magic 
juice. Just in case you’re wondering where you can buy your bottle of 
Dipetane? Any motor factors worth their salt, that’s where.

Caddy Maxi Life, VW Transporter, Nissan Primastar, 
Renault Trafic & Peugeot Partner.  All conversions 
take place in Ashbourne Co. Meath in their NSAI 
approved workshop.

Motability Ireland’s vehicles sales department 
are currently taking orders to ensure the delivery 
of vehicles in the correct timeframe for April 2017.  
Finance is readily available.  Call their dedicated sales 
team on 01 835 9173 or visit motabilityireland.com

THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE GREAT IRISH SUCCESS STORY
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Ireland’s Main Wheelchair Accessible Taxi Supplier

• MOTABILITY IRELAND BUILD ALL VEHICLES IN ASHBOURNE CO. MEATH.
• ALL VEHICLES CONVERTED TO COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS G9.
• TECHNICAL ASSESSORS REPORT SUPPLIED WITH EACH BUILD.

TAXI CONVERSIONS

Let’s get our loved ones mobile!

NEW VW CADDY MAXI LIFE 2.0 TDI
 €44,000 ON THE ROAD

NEW  FORD TOURNEO CONNECT 1.5 TDCi 
€38,800 ON THE ROAD

NEW FORD TOURNEO CUSTOM 
€44,000 ON THE ROAD

WWW.MOTABILITYIRELAND.COM

ATTRACTIVE FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE. CALL US 01 835 9173 TODAY!
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Express Taxis are looking for drivers. And you won’t fi nd a 
fi ner company to work with in Dublin.

We are seeking early-morning, evening vans and cars 
RIGHT NOW. Express Taxis have a lot of hotels and big 
contracts in the capital and could be just right for you.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE PART 
OF THIS WINNING TEAM

CONTACT
PAT OR JO AT: 

• Polite manner required. 
• Uniform will be supplied free of charge 
• No crazy discount’s applied to driver’s 

accounts. 
• No hospitality fees 
• Discount for two man cars. 
• Six week start up package available. 
• We use iCabbi system, simple to use, 

everything is automatic – the system 
plots you. No wiring of cars. 

• We have the majority of City Centre 
Hotels 

• 90% of our work is cash. 
• Accounts & Credit Cards paid weekly. 
• You can use our app to accept street 

credit card jobs, also paid weekly. 
• No free 5 minute waiting time. 
• All drivers have equal chance of all 

work, no classifi cation of drivers. 
• Please note, only suitable drivers with 

knowledge and experience in the taxi 
industry need apply.

START THE YEAR RIGHT WITH

01 855 3333
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W henever you hear the term ‘on the wrong 
side of history’ from now on, think of Uber. 

The app giant, previously known for its 
successes in the United States, has dealt 
itself a hammer blow in their quest for 

acceptance. Last month President Trump handed down what 
has gone on to become one the most shocking and controversial 
executive orders ever given by a US President and it riled an 
entire nation.

Thousands of Uber users have taken screenshots of themselves 
deleting the ride-hailing app, accusing it of profi ting as New York 
taxi drivers held a strike against President Donald Trump’s ban on 
Muslim travellers and refugees.

The hashtag #DeleteUber trended worldwide last month as 
users also accused the company’s CEO of collaborating with the 
new US president.

Drivers affi liated with the New York Taxi Workers Alliance had 
refused to pick up airport passengers between 6pm and 7pm 
local time on Saturday as protesters rallied against Trump’s 
discriminatory ban inside John F Kennedy International Airport 
(JFK) . Hundreds gathered at the airport’s Terminal Four arrivals 
section holding placards and chanting: “No ban, no wall, sanctuary 
for all!” and “No hate, no fear, immigrants are welcome here!” 

Users said Uber continued to service rides to and from JFK, 
while taxi drivers held the strike in solidarity against Trump’s order 
banning refugees and travellers from seven Muslim-majority 
countries.

However, while Uber automatically charges more for rides when 
demand is high, the company switched this function off during the 
one-hour taxi strike.

The city’s taxi drivers, many of whom are immigrants or 
have roots in Muslim-majority countries such as Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, had urged Uber to join their boycott.

Uber has also faced criticism after CEO Travis Kalanick joined 
Trump’s business advisory council, a group comprising the 
leaders of a variety of major US corporations.

Several protesters barricaded the front of Uber’s headquarters 
in San Francisco in the days that followed that announcement 
over Kalanick’s ties to Trump.

Twitter and Facebook users began taking screenshots of 
themselves deleting their Uber accounts, including messages 
they were sending to the company.

As the Muslim Ban was announced, Kalanick said that the 
company would compensate drivers from the seven countries 
who might not be able to return to the US for three months or 
more.

In a statement, Kalanick said the company knew of about a 
dozen affected employees.

“This ban will impact many innocent people - an issue that I will 
raise this coming Friday when I go to Washington for President 
Trump’s fi rst business advisory group meeting,” said Kalanick.

Uber has since said that it wasn’t trying to come out in support 
of Trump’s executive order, break up the strike, or profi t from the 
situation.

“We’re sorry for any confusion about our earlier tweet — it was 
not meant to break up any strike,” the company said. “We wanted 
people to know they could use Uber to get to and from JFK at 
normal prices, especially last night.”

An Uber spokesperson also said that “the decision to turn 
off surge pricing was made specifi cally to avoid profi ting from 
increased demand during the protest. The company has 
previously made a similar commitment to limited surge pricing 
after disasters, after being accused of taking advantage of riders 
in times of need.”

Prior to the strike, Uber CEO Travis Kalanick spoke out against 
the executive order on Facebook. He also said that the company 
will fi nancially compensate employees affected by the order — 
meaning those who are overseas and unable to re-enter the US 

— during the at least three months the ban is active.
But the statement came out before the strikes, and it didn’t 

seem to mitigate much of the rage against the company. 
Lyft, Uber’s main competitor, has meanwhile responded in a 

different way to Trump’s order, vowing to donate $1 million to the 
American Civil Liberties Union, a civil rights group that is fi ghting 
the ban in court.

The New York taxi drivers’ union is currently involved in several 
disputes with Uber. The organisation is supporting a class-action 
lawsuit brought by Uber drivers against the company which 
alleges that Uber misclassifi es drivers as independent contractors 
rather than employees. And The NYTWA is also lobbying against 
proposed state laws that would benefi t Uber and other ride-
sharing companies.

The union didn’t explicitly endorse the #DeleteUber hashtag, 
but in an interview Bhairavi Desai, the NYTWA executive director, 
criticised the company, saying: “It’s not shocking that Uber would 
put greed above social principles.”

As of our time of going to print, people were still posting 
screenshots showing them deleting the Uber app off their phones.
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DELETE UBER 
HASHTAG GOES 

GLOBAL
UBER PASS TAXI PROTEST IN NEW YORK 
OVER TRUMP’S MUSLIM BAN AND NOW 

THE PUBLIC ARE HITTING BACK
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W hen I was younger there was a programme on TV 
called Beyond 2000. It was speculative science-
fi ction crossed with reality. In one show they would 
predict fl ying cars by the year 2010 and then later 
also predict tech devices where people could talk to 

each other wherever they wanted – even see each other.
So some of it was nonsense and some of it came to life.
Driverless cars have been mooted for a while, but now they seem more like 

an eventuality rather than possibility.
And New York cab driver groups are hoping to stand, or park, in the way 

of technological progress. Th e Upstate Transportation Association (UTA) 
and  the Independent Drivers Guild (IDG) are asking for a ban on self-
driving cars in the state of New York. Th e UTA even goes so far as to call for 
a moratorium to be placed on autonomous vehicles for 50 years. Th e groups 
cite potential job losses in the thousands as the reason to halt roll-outs of the 
technology

Trust is a big deal when it comes to autonomous cars, but the discussion 
to this point has been almost entirely one-sided: Can humans trust driverless 
vehicles? But developments at two US-based companies last week — on-
demand ride service Uber’s plan to put driverless Volvo sport-utility vehicles 
on the streets of the US city of Pittsburgh, and robotics startup NuTonomy’s 
deployment of driverless taxicabs in the tech-centric One-North district of 
Singapore — prompt another question: Can driverless cars trust human 
passengers?

As any taxi driver will readily attest, there’s more to the job than simply 
driving the car. Drivers may be called upon to apply fuzzy logic to “translate” 
slurred or syntactically incorrect destination requests, or even play “destination 
Pictionary” with riders for whom the language gap proves insurmountable. 
Even with technological advances like natural language processing and real-
time translation, how can a car’s passenger interface assist the passenger who, 
for instance, doesn’t realise there are two “65th and Broadway” intersections 
in New York City, six miles apart? And just how will the taxi of tomorrow 
react to the breathless movie hero who leaps in, points, and yells, “Follow 
that car!”?

Human drivers also serve other, distinctly human functions — reacting 
appropriately when a passenger leaves a duff el bag full of cash on the back 
seat, or simply closing the rear door when a drunken passenger fails to oblige. 
And what will a driverless car do when a passenger vomits — or worse — in 
the back seat? Th e needs are apparent, but the solutions won’t be simple. 

For now, NuTonomy is shying away from specifi cs. Th e company said in 
a statement: “We are working to implement additional systems that will 
ensure the comfort, safety, and convenience of all passengers throughout 
their journey.”

Th e company plans to introduce Singapore-wide driverless taxi service by 
2018. Th e presence of a taxi driver also dissuades a variety of illicit passenger 
behavior, including vandalism, drug use, and, of course, self-expression of a 
sexual nature. During NuTonomy’s Singapore taxi test, says the company, an 
engineer will ride along “to observe system performance and assume control 
if needed to ensure passenger comfort and safety.” Eventually, though, it will 
be just car and passenger. Are the cars ready for responsibility?

“None of these problems require particularly high-tech solutions”, says 
Dr Richard Alan Peters, a professor of electrical engineering and computer 
science at Vanderbilt University in the US. Peters, who serves as the chief 
technical offi  cer for the artifi cial intelligence software company Universal 
Robotics, suggests that driverless taxicabs could use features like automatic 
door closers and cabin sensors to ensure seatbelt use or tattle on smokers who 
light up in the car. And some tasks formerly undertaken by a human driver 
— discovering a forgotten parcel or a pool of vomit, for instance — could 
fall to customers, “who would then alert the car”, says Peters. Th e question, 
therefore, may not be whether the cars are ready for the responsibility, but 
whether passengers are ready for it.

WHAT DOES THE 
FUTURE HOLD FOR 
DRIVERLESS CABS?

FURTHER 
ON UP THE 
ROAD
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With its Singapore public-road test, NuTonomy is deferring the harder 
questions by taking a baby-steps approach to the concept. The program is 
designed more as a stress-test for the autonomous-car software than for the 
driverless-taxi business model. For now, the company’s autonomous cars 
offer free rides within an area of just 2.6 square miles, stopping only at set 
pickup and drop-off spots. And in a city-state that imposes an £1,100 fine for 
spitting on the sidewalk, overt passenger misbehaviour seems less than likely. 
But, erring on the side of caution, NuTonomy passenger participation during 
the trial is an invitation-only affair.

Tacsaí asked two Irish drivers for their take on the driverless car, and with 
it, the driverless taxi.

Lar Kelly said: “There are too many ifs and buts here. If the customer is at 
the airport for example, who’s going to put in their luggage? The same applies 
to wheelchair accessible taxis, is the car going to mechanically help disabled 
customers on board?

“There are so many negatives against it. If there are driverless cars then the 
whole road system has to change, infrastructure will have to change. I don’t 
see it happening within the next 20 years unless governments start looking at 
this now and start saying ‘we have to look at this seriously’. I can’t see Google 
saying, ‘this is the new taxi now, here it is on the streets, ready to go’. There’s a 
load of preparation that would need to happen on the ground.”

Tony Rowe said: “It reminds me of when I was going to school and they 

said in the future there would be robots teaching the kids. It was interesting 
to see the story from New York with the drivers there looking for a 50-year 
ban. It could cause more traffic problems than ever before.

“If there was an accident ahead on the road, there could be carnage, 
because technology isn’t always faultless. Machines break, computers crash. 
You could have an incident where one car hits another and then they all 
plough into each other. Absolute carnage, conveyor belt carnage.

“This could not be called progress. It’s all very well in factories or on race 
tracks for testing... but take these machines out onto the streets and there 
would be carnage. Sensors on cars don’t always work, and that’s what you 
would have here. The danger of something breaking down.”

Further down the road, the challenges of serving a diverse population — 
and supervising its behaviour — won’t be exclusive to driverless taxicabs. 
Autonomous-mobility researchers, including the team behind the Google 
Self-Driving Car, have envisioned uses for the technology that extend well 
beyond short hops with clear-voiced, smartphone-wielding professionals 
and into trickier territory, such as transporting an elderly rider to a medical 
appointment, running errands with a visually impared adult, or ferrying a 
small child to school.

It’s safe to suggest driverless-car technology won’t be fully mature until it 
can monitor and manage the deportment of a typical 9-year-old schoolboy. 
And that, as any Year 4 teacher will attest, requires a lot of processing power.
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NEW & USED
Wheelchair Taxi Vehicles
All Vehicles have Full EU Type Approval and are G9 
Compliant under new Taxi regulator Guidelines. 
Complete with Engineers Report.

OC CARS & MOBILITY LTD
• NSAI Approved Fitting Centre.
• Swivel Seats using original Seats.
• Hand Controls.
• Ghost Accelerator & Brake controls.
• Dual Controls.
• Boot Hoists.
• Largest selection of NEW & USED Wheelchair Accessible 

Vehicle for sale.
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Hire.
• Drive from Wheelchair or Up Front Passenger Vehicles 

New & Used for sale.
• Wheelchair Taxi Converted vehicles new & used for sale.

FORD TOURNEO JOURNEY

OC CARS & MOBILITY LTD

PEUGEOT PARTNER PREMIER

FORD TOURNEO CUSTOM 
INDEPENDENCE

NEW 

GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM 
1ST APRIL 2017

Unit 1, Woodlawn Business Park, Old Airport Road, Cloghran, Co Dublin

VW CADDY MAXI KUDOS
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€35

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRES   Unit 33, Slaney Rd, Dublin Industrial Estate, Dublin 11
TEL: 087 270 4319

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

WE’RE THE CHEAPEST IN THE CITY
NEW TYRES
205/55/16

€50
BALANCED WITH 

NEW VALVE
195/65/15 €50

THE TAXI’S FRIEND
BESTLANE TYRES

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
COAL 

€20KG ONLY €8
OR

2 FOR ONLY €15

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
TURF 

3 BAGS
FOR

€10

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

BESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRESBESTLANE TYRES
LOGS 

3 BAGS
FOR

€10
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Selling Your Home?

Our Offer to You
• Free Valuation On Your Home

• No Up Front Marketing Charges

• No Sale - No Fee

• Expert Advice From Professional Staff

Experts in selling property 
for the last 40 years.

OPEN NOW 
New Sandyford Village 
Office covering South 
Dublin

Contact Declan Baxter 
Today on 01 8213733
or declan@baxter.ie

FREE VALUATION

21February / March 2017  Tacsaí

21_TM_IRL_02-03_17_ADS.indd   1 07/02/2017   19:56



22 Tacsaí  February / March 2017

LIMERICK 
DRIVERS RAGE 
AT RANK 
REMOVAL

T he relocation of the rank to Parnell Place is part 
of the Urban Realm Improvement Project and 
“will greatly improve” the area, according to 
a spokesperson for Limerick City and County 
Council.

One city taxi driver told the Limerick Post that the 
manner in which they were informed of the change had 
angered many of those based at the rank.

“During Christmas, a lad in hi-vis vest just walked up and 
handed letters into our car windows telling us that the rank 
was gone.

“We have been based outside the station for years and 
it’s hard enough to make a living without being shoved 
down the road.

However, the Council spokesperson said that the current 
rank is being decommissioned and relocated “metres 
from its current location” at a site which is already used 
by drivers.

The local authority said that they “carried out non-
statutory public consultation including a public display in 
the Railway Hotel in March 2015 when taxi drivers and their 
representatives received information about the plans for 
the taxi rank.”

A public consultation process was held during July and 
September 2015 and local councillors were presented 
with a report in December 2015. The taxi drivers and their 
representatives were notified recently of the construction 
works.

“The taxi rank is being removed to make way for a new 
bus stop and cycle lane being constructed as part of the 
Parnell Street, Wickham Street and Davis Street Urban 
Realm Improvement Project.

“This project will result in a greatly improved urban 
space along Parnell Street from the re-developed Colbert 
Station transport hub to adjoining streets,” the council 
spokesperson concluded.

However, the taxi driver who contacted the Limerick Post 
said the drivers are not happy with the decision intended 
to “fully challenge the council”.

Meanwhile, A Limerick city  taxi driver has successfully 
appealed the decision of Chief Superintendent David 
Sheahan to revoke his PSV licence.

The man, who cannot be named for legal reasons, is 
currently the subject of a criminal investigation arising 
from an incident which is alleged to have happened at the 
beginning of September.

During an appeal which was heard in November, Chief 
Supt Sheahan said he met the man on two separate 
occasions after he became aware of the allegations against 
him.

He said given the nature of the allegations he decided to 
revoked the man’s licence “with immediate effect”.

He described to decision to revoke the licence as a 
“balancing exercise” between the man’s human rights and 
his duty to ensure public safety.

The taxi driver’s solicitor submitted his client, who is 
married with a number of young children, is entitled to earn 
a living and that the revocation of his licence wwould affect 
his ability to sustain his current lifestyle and care for his 
family.

“He has a constitutional right to earn a livelihood,” he said
He said his client, who works as a part-time taxi driver, 

denies the allegations made against him and “will fight to 
clear his good name” if he is prosecuted.

THE removal of a rank in 
front of Colbert Station has 
drawn sharp criticism from 
Limerick taxi drivers who 
say that “it’s hard enough to 
make a living without being 
shoved down the road away 
from customers”.
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www.sejimmotors.ie

Sé Jim Motors Ltd, Bracetown, Navan Road, Clonee, Co.Meath
BESIDE THE TOPAZ GARAGE ON THE OLD N3.   GPS: 53.431323,-6.461469

T: 01 825 2644     M: 087 989 8109       E: se@sejimmotors.Ie

TAXI RENTALS
EXPERT ADVICE 

Our aim is to provide drivers 
with immaculate professional 

fi t for purpose cars.

1
PAY AS YOU GO  

An all inclusive service. We 
take care of road tax / licensing 
and servicing. You just drive in a 

safe modern car.

3
QUICK QUOTATION 

We provide cost effi cent long 
and short term solutions for 
drivers Nationwide Service.

SHORT-TERM RENTAL ALSO AVAILABLE

2

sé jim motors
OPENING HOURS:

Mon-Fri: 9AM - 6PM
Sat: 9:30AM - 1PM
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Terms and conditions apply. Offer available at participating dealers only. Scrappage allowance may vary depending on model. Typical Finance Example: 
Octavia 1.2TSI 86bhp. Active on the road price excluding metallic paint €19,595. Deposit / Part Exchange €6,056.64. 36 monthly payments of €179 (including 
service plan of €13.99 per month). Optional fi nal payment €7,598. Total cost of credit €0. Total hire purchase price €19,595. Minimum deposit is 10%. 
Subject to lending criteria. This offer is made under a hire purchase agreement. ŠKODA Finance is a trading style of Volkswagen Bank GmbH Branch Ireland, 
authorised by the Federal Financial Supervisory Authority in Germany and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for conduct of business rules. See www.
skoda.ie for further details. 

Up to €4,000 scrappage available at 

MSL Park Motors ŠKODA

Up to €4,000 Scrappage allowance when you trade in your old car for a new 2017 ŠKODA. 
We also have a large range of ŠKODA Approved Used Cars available.

MSL Park Motors ŠKODA, Navan Road, Cabra, Dublin 7.
Tel. (01) 869 1000. E. park@msl.ie W. www.msl.ie/skoda

Park

SKD001-Scrappage-Taxi-A4-V2.indd   1 24/01/2017   12:23
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DRIVERS TO 
PROVIDE 
DNA 
SAMPLES

A lmost 100 taxi drivers have been asked by 
the Garda to provide DNA samples as part 
of a major investigation into an alleged rape 
of a woman after a night out in Dublin on 
December 11th, 2015.

The drivers have been selected for testing because their 
cars match the make and model of the suspect’s vehicle.

It is the first case of mass screening since the DNA 
database was introduced in the Republic in November 
2015.

The gathering of DNA samples from a large group of 
people without specific incriminating evidence against any 
of them has traditionally been regarded as contentious by 
civil liberties groups.

In the 2015 incident, the victim had been socialising in the 
Harcourt Street area of the south inner city and had hailed 
a taxi on the street to be taken home. However, she alleges 
that while being driven to Raheny, north Dublin, the driver 
raped her.

The investigating gardaí gathered DNA samples 
immediately after the attack. And they believe they 
have the DNA profile of the taxi driver against whom the 
allegation has been made.

They have also determined the suspect’s car was a dark 
colour Prius and that the vehicle model dated from 2004-
2009.

The suspect’s taxi was recorded on CCTV, though not 
the vehicle’s registration plate.

Gardaí have used the taxi database to establish that 84 

drivers were working in a vehicle similar to the suspect’s 
car at the time of the attack.

The investigation team, based in north Dublin, have been 
contacting the drivers seeking a DNA sample. 

By law, the drivers cannot be compelled to provide a 
sample. Instead, they were being asked to do so to assist 
the Garda in eliminating them from the investigation and 
to narrow down the field of possible suspects.

Those who have been approached have been informed 
their voluntary samples are being collected only as part 
of this investigation. The drivers have been informed their 
DNA profile will not be held on the DNA database.

If their samples do not match the DNA profile gathered 
during forensic testing immediately after the attack, they 
will be destroyed.

The samples have been taken via mouth swab, and it is 
understood the process is almost complete.

The Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA 
Database System) Act 2014 that provides for mass testing 
was enacted just three weeks before the attack now being 
investigated.

Any garda at the rank of chief superintendent or 
higher can authorise a mass DNA screening of a “class 
of persons” once the garda believes it is “likely to further 
the investigation” and “is a reasonable and proportionate 
measure”.

While mass DNA screening has only been possible in the 
Republic for the past 13 months, it has been used in Britain 
since the 1980s.

GARDAÍ INVESTIGATE RAPE CASE
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•	EGR	CLEANING

•	DIESEL	PARTICULATE	FILTER	CLEANING

•	ENGINE/INJECTOR	CLEANING

•	EMISSIONS	REDUCTION

CONTACT MICHAEL HANLEY
TERRACLEAN NORTH DUBLIN 
12A UPPER ARTANE COTTAGES, ARTANE, DUBLIN 5

PHONE: .........086 088 6578
EMAIL: ...........NORTHSIDETYREDEPOT@HOTMAIL.COM
WEB: .............WWW.TERRACLEANIRELAND.IE

TerraClean is a unique decarbonisation technology which 
makes a significant improvement to the Emissions, MPG 
and Driveability/Performance of your vehicle.

The technology applies to Motorcycles, Cars (Petrol & 
Diesel), Vans, Trucks, Motorboats, Agricultiral vehicles and 
Plant and Machinery. We offer a 32 county mobile service, 
taking our business to you at your preferred location.
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Call us for a 
Complimentary 
Security Survey 
Today!

We have recently completed some security upgrades 
for some of your neighbours.

We supply and fit all types of locks to windows and 
doors in residential and commercial properties.

Lacey Locksmiths have No Call Out Fee with 24/7 
Rapid Response. We cover all of Dublin and are 
Garda vetted.
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FULLY QUALIFIED, FULLY INSURED & TAX COMPLIANT

ATECEA PROVIDE QUALIFIED AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS AND 
SQI INDIVUALS TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES 
TO THE TAXI INDUSTRY. 

WWW.ATECEA.IE
ATECEA, Unit 7, South Dublin Chamber,Tallaght Business Centre, Whitestown Business Park, Dublin, D24K59A

Landline: 01 4666 366       Mobile: 087 1303 777

•	 Technical	assessors	full	reports.
•	 Technical	assessors	basic	reports.
•	 VRT	&	Revenue	modifications	reports.
•	 Technical	assessors	LPG	reports.
•	 NCT	modifications	reports	(NCT	failures).
•	 Vehicle	pre-purchase	inspection	reports.
•	 Engineers	reports	for	accident	claims.
•	 Post-repair	roadworthy	engineers	

reports.
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DUBLIN IS ONE 
THE CHEAPEST 
CITIES IN EUROPE 
TO HIRE A TAXI

Y ou would hardly think it. Dublin is 
not known for being the cheapest for 
anything. Food, drink, hotels, match 
tickets, concert tickets... you name 
it. We’re charging big dollars for it. 

However, Irish taxis, in the modern era of disdain 
from the National Transport Authority and the 
government, are now among the cheapest to hire 
in Europe.

And therefore, leaving drivers badly out of 
pocket. We spoke to Tony, who filled us in. He said: 
“This is the worst time of the year to be working 
as taxi driver.

“Earlier last year we had a reduction of the 
hiring charge to 13%. We also had the hit on the 
3rd tariff on the meter. Dublin is now one of the 
cheapest European capitals to hire a taxi in, and 
that includes Spain.

“We’ve been given a mileage increase of 4%. If 
you combat that with the reduced hiring charge 
– it was 4.10, it has been reduced to 3.60 – that’s 
13%. That is only causing harm and financial pain 
to the driver.

“Drivers are going out of the business at an 
alarming rate. 23 licenses went out of the business 
last year alone. That’s very substantial. The danger 
is here now is trains have had an increase, the 

buses have had an increase, the Luas... Taxis are 
the only form of public transport that have had a 
reduction.

“It’s complete madness and we can’t understand 
why its being done. Wheelchair taxi drivers out at 
the Airport are finding it very hard now, because 
Tariff 3 kicked in on the motorway and it’s no 
longer there. 

“We’ve just conducted our own survey there of 
different countries in the European Union and it 
turns out that Ireland is among the cheapest to 
hire a taxi in. Everybody talks about how cheap 
Spain is. But journeys here are cheaper. If you go 
from Reus Airport at Salou into the centre of town 
it’s 90 quid.

“We looked at the litre fare from Dublin Airport 
to Dun Laoghaire, which came to 38 euros, and 
compared the same distance (roughly 25 miles) 
to distances from Heathrow to Cherrycross and 
the fare was £95. We did the same with Gatwick 
Airport and a fare 23.3 miles away works out as 
£120.

“We want this to be known; while this continues 
it’s quite possible that standards and quality will 
be reduced. And all the while, the powers that be 
want us to update our vehicles before they turn 
ten years old. It’s a hell of a lot to ask.”

TONY ROWE REVEALS SOME 
ASTONISHING FINDINGS
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ONLY AVAILABLE FROM

SKAN ATM The SKAN you can trust.
Serving the Taxi Industry 
for over 30 years.

NEW LED ROOF SIGNS      SUPPLY & FIT     JUST €165 INC VAT.

MPT5: THE WORLD’S 
SMALLEST 
SMART TAXI METER 

TEL: 01 830 9000

ONLY AVAILABLE FROMONLY AVAILABLE FROM

•  FIRST-CLASS DESIGN. 
•  READABLE DISPLAY. 
•  CONTROL OVER THE MENU. 
•  INTEGRATED CAN. 
•  80-YEAR MEMORY MODULE. 
•  UP TO 99 TARIFFS.

WIDTH
79MM

THICKNESS
8MM

HEIGHT
49MM

WEIGHT
60GMPT5
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SKAN ATM SPECIALISE IN EVERYTHING TAXI.
That’s our niche, and we’re proud to be Ireland’s Number 1 dedicated taxi services 
provider. No job is too big or too small for Skan ATM. From installing a taxi meter 
or receipt printer into your taxi to full taxi branding, including taxi roofsigns, 
branding, signage and CCTV. Skan ATM also have our own shop for all the taxi 
accessories you could ever need.

Soon To Launch - The New Tetas A2!

• Comes complete with a 1 Year Guarantee.
• Records speeds under 12km as stand by.
• Doesn’t get effected by cell phones.
• Compatible with all radio systems.
• Ergonomic Design..
• Automatic Night/Day Tarrifs
• One of the smallest meters on the market. Available 

with the market’s smallest terminal printer.
• The A2 taxi Meter fully conforms to EC And CE 

specifications.

SKAN ATM
UNIT 38B, BARROW ROAD,
DUBLIN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GLASNEVIN, DUBLIN 11

TEL: 01 830 9000
EMAIL: INFO@SKANATM.IE
WEB: WWW.SKANATM.IE
GPS: 53.373079, -6.292559

CONTACT US

NEW PRODUCTS

 

The Brand New Mirror Taxi Meter 
Technology From Tetas Electronics

Your Rearview mirror is now your taximeter! Awesome 
suprise features and extortion- preventing features 
that no other taxi meter has. 

• Automatic roof sign control.
• Driver control with password and assembly features.
• Compatible with any and every taxi.

T&C’s apply

MIRROR METER SUPPLIED & FITTED €350 + VAT

GLASNEVIN CEMETARY

SKAN ATM

The SKAN you can trust.
Serving the Taxi Industry for over 30 years.

NEW LED ROOF SIGNS      SUPPLY & FIT     JUST €165 INC VAT.

30-31_TM_IRL_02-03_17_ED_Skan_ATM.indd   2 08/02/2017   16:13



32 Tacsaí  February / March 2017

R ising insurance premiums are still at the forefront of 
drivers’ minds. 
 e collective and cunning push from 
all companies within that industry has dumped some 
drivers out of the business entirely, while others teeter 
on the brink.

Rickshaws are also a very important issue for many cabbies. 
 e 
wheeled menaces have had some scrutiny in recent times, but full and 
comprehensive regulation is long overdue now.

Tacsaí Magazine spoke to Dave McGuiness of the TTnH recently 
to hear what lines they are pursuing in these matters and many more.

He said: “Rising Insurance costs remain a huge issue for Taxi 
Drivers. TTnH held the � rst in a series of protests on October 12th. 

 is action was well supported by drivers. It is our intention to up the 
ante as we feel the report into the cost on insurance chaired by Eoghan 
Murphy TD does not go far enough in terms of transparency, and a 
lowering of Insurance Premiums. 

“We have held talks with Richard Boyd Barrett TD who will 
be attending our AGM on February 6th where we intend to put a 
number of proposals to members. It is our intention to protest at 
the Dáil on February 16th at the introduction of this report. We 
will hold a press conference where we will outline our intentions to 
Government. We would hope this action would be widely supported 
by drivers who are facing huge premium hikes. 

“
 e Taxi Advisory Committee meeting on January 26th saw a 
wide ranging agenda including Regulation of Rickshaws, WAV grant 
2017, Taxi Fares Survey, SPSV Driver entry requirements which 
were discussed in detail. 

“On December 12th amendments were o� ered and passed by 
Imelda Munster of Sinn Fein and Robert Troy of Fianna Fail, to 
change 
 e Road Tra�  c Act and the Taxi Regulation ACT to 
give the NTA the power to regulate Rickshaws. Unfortunately the 
amendment to the Road Tra�  c Act used the term non-motorised 

ORGANISATION MAINTAIN PRESSURE 
REGARDING INSURANCE PREMIUMS 
AND RICKSHAWS

TTNH RESOLUTE 
IN KEY ISSUES
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transport i.e. rickshaws. As most taxi drivers are aware rickshaws have 
electric motors attached and the amendment needs further amending. 
We would hope to have progress on this shortly.  

“
 e WAV grant will be available from April 3rd on a � rst come 
� rst served basis with 750,000 euros being made available. 
 e 
original restriction of two grants per person lifted in 2016 has been 
returned.  

“Taxi Fares are currently being reviewed by the NTA and we will 
have the outcome of this survey in late February 2017.  

“
 e NTA are currently collating the data received from the public 
consultation on SPSV driver entry requirements. Proposals will be 
brought forward to the next Taxi advisory Meeting. 

“In regard to taxing of taxis online; assurances were given this 
process would be introduced in Jan 2017; however problems have 
arisen with the Department of Transport. We are hoping this issue 
will be resolved as soon as possible.” 

We here at Tacsaí are constantly looking for ways to improve your 
experience of the magazine. After all, this magazine is for all who work 
in the industry; drivers, cab companies, companies who supply valuable 
products and services to the industry, black drivers, white drivers and 
even people from Cork (ah, we love you really lads). 


 e industry has come through some though times in the last few 
years and we have been here to bring you the news that a� ects you.

We are dedicated to that. On a weekly basis, I speak to � ve, six, seven, 
eight drivers, sometimes a dozen. All with di� erent grievances and 
problems that are a� ecting them, and we try to cover all of those issues 
within the constraints of a small magazine produced solely on advertising 
revenue.

We have taken on board many suggestions – the gags and quiz pages 
came at the request of a number of drivers. 
 e world news page too. 
 e 
Special Children’s Day Out is a particular joy to cover for me personally, 
and it’s a positive news story for the industry when too often a very small 
minority make the headlines for all the wrong reasons.

In recent times we’ve had the Vehicle Age Limit, which is really 
only now hurting drivers. We currently have the widespread panic over 
insurance premiums and the massive problem with rickshaws. We are 
always ready to highlight horri� c stories of theft and violence 
against drivers too. 
 e cowards 
that attack men and women going 
about their work deserve to be 
named and shamed and we will 
continue to do that.

So, what we want now is for 
more drivers to get in touch. 
Make your feelings known. 
� is magazine circulates to 
16,000 other drivers, and not 
just drivers... as a story in this 
month’s edition shows; an 
American tourist contacted 
us to compliment an Irish 
driver who had gone above 
and beyond the call of duty 
to return some valuable 
equipment.

There are 
many issues 
that are still affecting 
drivers. If you have something you want to 
say, it will do more good to say it to 16,000 
than the half dozen other drivers at your 
rank, or a customer in the car.

GET IN TOUCH
Get in touch with me, the editor, on:

Tel:  086 127 7031
Email: stephenyoung399@hotmail.com

GET IN TOUCH 
WITH US
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TACSAÍIRELAND’S ONLY FREE INDEPENDENT TACSAÍ MAGAZINE FOR DRIVERS & INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS

TACSAÍ
FREE MAGAZINE   OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2016

TAXI SPYON-THE-SPOT PRIZES FOR 
DRIVERS FOUND WITH 
TACSAÍ MAGAZINE IN THEIR CAR 

æ

PSV, 371-385 South Circular Rd, Rialto, Dublin 8       01 473 3331 or 01 473 2380

READ TACSAÍ MAGAZINE ONLINE!!!VISIT WWW.PSV.IEFOR ALL YOUR TAXI NEEDS

Visit us online to find out about:
• Taxi Rental
• Taxi Branding
• Auto-Repairs
• Car Accessories• Online Taxi Shop

TAXI SPYæ

NEW FROM

ILLNESS OR INJURY INCOME 
REPLACEMENT 

FOR TAXI DRIVERS
SEE PAGE 9 

ææ

UBER REPORTING MASSIVE LOSSESTACSAÍ MAGAZINE AWARDS! SEE PAGE 31

THE DUBLIN TAXIDRIVER’S SPECIAL CHILDREN’S DAY OUTALL THE NEWS AND PICS FROM THE DAY INSIDE…PLUS INSIDE…
INSURANCE CRISIS NOW AT PREMIUM LEVELTHE BUS STRIKE - IS IT GOOD OR BAD FOR BUSINESS?

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU
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A L L  N O R T H S I D E  A R E A S  I N  PA R T I C U L A R 

REQUIRE
DRIVERS

D I A L - A - C A B

80-80-800DIAL-A-CAB

• AIRPORT T1 & T2
• BALLYMUN
• BEAMOUNT
• CLONTARF
• COOLOCK
• DRUMCONDRA
• MALAHIDE
• NORTH CITY
• PORTMARNOCK
• SANTRY
• SWORDS

CONTACT
TEL: 80 80 800

or 
Email: dialacab@outlook.ie

EX-DRIVERS 

MORE THAN 

WELCOME

80-80-800

• New hand-held phone datahead
• No discounted work.
• €2 Call-out charge. No loss of call-out charge.
• No free waiting time.
• No discriminating due to vehicle class or age.
• No hospitality charge.
• Account money paid every Monday.
• You only pay for weeks worked.
• High percentage of airport work.

€2 Call-out charge. No loss of call-out charge.

AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2AIRPORT T1 & T2

Email: dialacab@outlook.ie
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ATTACKED 
DRIVER NOW 
AFRAID OF THE 
DARK

A  passenger who held a knife to a taxi-driver’s 
throat while he was driving the cab has left 
his victim in constant fear and “afraid of the 
dark”, a court has heard.

James Mongan (33) of Carlton Terrace, 
Poppintree, Dublin pleaded guilty to attempted robbery at 
Ballymun on July 11, 2016. He will be sentenced in April.

In Dublin Circuit Criminal Court today, Garda Mark Reay 
told Ronan Kennedy BL, prosecuting, that Mongan’s victim, 
a taxi driver of 26 years, was driving through Ballymun 
when he was flagged down by Mongan, who asked to be 
taken to St Margaret’s.

The pair engaged in “chit-chat” for a few minutes, before 
the driver noticed Mongan had put his hood up and moved 
to the centre of the rear seat. As he was still driving, 
Mongan put a knife to the driver’s throat and said, “Give 
me the money or I’m going to stab you,” Mr Kennedy said.

The driver slammed on the brakes and managed to grip 
the blade with his hand and pull it away from him. He then 
grabbed a deodorant can, opened the car door and fell 
onto the street. When Mongan came out and pursued him, 

the driver sprayed the deodorant at him while shouting for 
gardaí.

“It just happened that a garda car was coming around 
the corner at that moment,” Mr Kennedy told the court. 
Mongan ran into nearby wasteland and was pursued by 
two gardaí who caught him when he tripped up. No knife 
was found at the scene.

The court heard the taxi driver suffered cuts to his fingers 
from the knife, which required paper stitches. In a victim 
impact statement read out in court, he said he now felt 
“vulnerable” after the attack, which left him in fear for his 
life.

He said he no longer wanted to drive a taxi but, as a 
55-year-old man, he felt he didn’t have any other skills. 
“That night plays on my mind,” the statement said. “It’s like 
being a child at times. I’m now afraid of the dark.”

Defence counsel, Emmet Nolan BL, said Mongan, who 
has 65 previous convictions, wished to offer an “unreserved 
apology to the injured party for the disgraceful acts he 
committed.”

“He is deeply remorseful and apologetic,” Mr Nolan said.
He said Mongan had taken cocaine before the offence, 

was going through a marriage break-up and had attempted 
suicide twice shortly before the incident. He spiralled into 
drug addiction after witnessing the murder of a friend six 
years ago, the court heard.

Mongan, who comes from a Traveller background, left 
school at the age of 12 and was “practically illiterate”. He 
had been in custody since the incident, was now drug-free 
and had started learning to read in prison, the court heard.

CABBIE TELLS OF 
HIS ORDEAL

35_TM_IRL_02-03_17_ED_Driver_Afraid.indd   1 07/02/2017   19:53



SPSV TAXI LICENCE TRAINING
SPSV Training Services has established itself over the 
last 25 years as the leading SPSV Training centre, helping 
people to obtain the required licence to drive a Taxi, 
Hackney or Limousine also wheelchair Taxis and Hackneys.

FIRST CLASS SPSV DRIVERS TEST TRAINING

Direct Booking Number : 085 767 9651
Office: 01 662 3333
Ron Duffy: 086 608 7478
Paul Duffy: 086 820 1824

SPSV Taxi Licence Training
13 Bridgecourt Office Park
Walkinstown Avenue
Dublin 12
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SERVICE 6: CAR: €100 JEEP: €110
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres, Vacuum Interior, 
Clean All Plastics & Dashboard, Clean All Windows In & Out, Fragrance. 
Tar Removal, Full Body Hand Polish, Tar Removal, Clean All Plastics and 
dashboard giving a good shine finish !!! €5 extra for pet inhabited Cars

SERVICE 1: CAR: €10 JEEP: €12.50
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres.

SERVICE 2: CAR: €25 JEEP: €35
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres, Clean All 
Windows in & out. €5 extra for pet inhabited Cars.

SERVICE 3: CAR: €40 JEEP: €50
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres, Vacuum Interior, 
Clean All Plastics & Dashboard, Clean All Windows In & Out, Fragrance. €5 
extra for pet inhabited Cars.

SERVICE 4: CAR: €60 JEEP: €70
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres, Vacuum Interior, 
Clean All Plastics & Dashboard (Good Shine Finish), Leather seats - Clean All 
Windows In & Out, Fragrance. €5 extra for pet inhabited Cars.

SERVICE 5: CAR: €65 JEEP: €75
Hand Wash & Wax & Clean Wheels, Chammy, Dress Tyres, Vacuum Interior, 
Clean All Plastics & Dashboard, Clean All Windows In & Out, Fragrance. Tar 
Removal, Full Body Hand Polish. €5 extra for pet inhabited Cars.

Located in BEN DUNNE GYMS Crumlin & Blanchardstown

WESTPOINT / CARLISLE
CARWASH & VALETING CENTRE

BLANCHARDSTOWN
(WestPoint Car Wash)

01 812 9901     087 133 3202

WWW.WESTPOINTCARWASH.COM

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00AM-6:00PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8:30AM-5:30PM

CRUMLIN
(Carlisle Gym Car Wash)

01 465 2379
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Oscar’s Garage, Unit 6, Finglas Bus Pk, Tolka Valley Rd, Dublin 11
oscarsgarage.ie       info@oscarsgarage.ie       087 740 8860       01 531 3928

KP Taxis Ltd, Unit 6, Finglas Bus Pk, Tolka Valley Rd, Dublin 11
kptaxis.ie       info@kptaxis.ie       087 740 8860       01 531 3928

Supply and Fit TAXI Accesories:
Mirror taxi meters, printers, taxi roof signs, coin 
holders, safety equipment, receipt rolls, branding, 
taxi rental

Vehicle Services and Maintenenace:
• Electrical & mechanical work
• Comprehensive car diagnostics, EOBD, ABS and 

air bags
• Timing belts, head gasket, clutch kits/duall mass 

flywheel replacement
• Complete engine repairs and servising:
• Reconditioning of the starting motor, alternator 

works while you wait
• Suspensions
• 4-Wheel alignment, tyres, wheel balancing & 

punctures repairs
• Batteries
• Pre-NCT check
• Supply & fit lights: xenons, led bulbs etc.
• Light alignment
• Mig welding
• Air-con system recharge
• Supply and fit reverse sensors and cameras, 

CCTV cameras
• Key programming
plus more ...no job too big or too small

• Taxi Equipment
• Taxi Rental
• Garage Services

KPTAXIS.IE       INFO@KPTAXIS.IE       087 740 8860       01 531 3928

Supply and Fit TAXI Accesories:
Mirror taxi meters, printers, taxi roof signs, coin 
holders, safety equipment, receipt rolls, branding, 
taxi rental

Vehicle Services and Maintenenace:
•
•

•

•

Taxi Equipment

WE NOW 

REFURBISH OR 

REMOVE 

EGR VALVES
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T he pass rate of applicants for the taxi knowledge test 
dropped to 6% at one Dublin centre after three men 
were arrested for suspected cheating in April 2015.

� is astonishing story comes as records have been 
released under the Freedom of Information Act, 

which also reveal that the National Transport Agency (NTA), which 
is responsible for taxi regulation, was furious with the “inadequate” 
response of Applus, the private company contracted to run the test 
centres, after the cheating was discovered.

One candidate was found to be using a miniature earpiece to 
communicate with people who could give him the answers to the 
Small Public Service Vehicle (SPSV) knowledge test. � is checks the 
local geography and industry knowledge of potential taxi drivers.

Gardai arrested the three men outside the Greenhills test centre in 
Dublin. � e NTA records show it had also received a tip-o�  about 
cheating at another Dublin centre, Northpoint, in the weeks before 
the arrests.

Statistics compiled by the agency show the pass rate for Northpoint 
was at 39% for the � rst three months of 2015, while the pass rate for 
Greenhills was 31%. � e centres processed 150 tests a month.

In May 2015, the � rst full month for statistics after the cheating 
was discovered, the pass rate in Northpoint dropped to 6% while at 
Greenhills it went to 12%.

An o�  cial in the NTA said: “If we look at the other end, I assume 

we could get an idea of when it all [the cheating] may have started.”
� e NTA is reviewing the legitimacy of some SPSV licences but 

has not said if any have been revoked for cheating.
Before April 2015 at least one man was openly o� ering to help 

candidates cheat the SPSV test for a fee of €3,000. In May, Hugh 
Creegan, deputy chief executive of the NTA, wrote a letter of 
complaint to Grant Henderson, managing director of Applus Car 
Testing Service, the Spanish company responsible for running the 
SPSV tests as well as the National Car Testing (NCT).

Creegan said the initial response from Applus to the cheating 
discovered at Greenhills “is not considered an adequate response to 
the gravity of this lapse in security and invigilation”.

Applus, which operates in more than 70 countries, reported a 
€5.5m pro� t on a turnover of €80.8m in Ireland for 2015.

� e NTA asked Henderson to attend its head o�  ce to discuss 
the problems. However, despite further proposals from Applus to 
improve security, the NTA was unimpressed.

On May 20, Applus wrote to the NTA to say it had not carried out 
an investigation of the integrity breach, claiming the authority had 
told it not to do so on April 16.

However, the NTA said it had only told Applus not to tip o�  sta�  
before the arrests, so as not to prejudice the garda operation.

On June 26, Berit Keyes, an NTA o�  cial, wrote a review of Applus’s 
proposals. “What is required is an overhaul of the whole service while 

NTA FURIOUS AS THREE 
MEN ARRESTED

CHEATING 
SCANDAL 
AT SPSV 
TEST 
CENTRES
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Tacsaí Magazine recently received an email 
from an American gentleman who wished to 
pass on his thanks to a very kind Irish taxi driver 
named Michael Barrett.

It read.
“Stephen, my name is Peter Newcomb and 

I was visiting Dublin in early January from St. 
Louis, MO USA with my wife and two daughters. 
I wanted to tell you about our taxi driver Michael 
Barrett. 

 “After a long day trip to Galway and back to 
Dublin, my wife and I were picked up by taxi driver 
Michael Barrett at the Houston train station. After 
being dropped off, I quickly realized that I left my 
backpack in the back of the taxi. I ran back to the 
street but the taxi was gone.

“I am a photographer and had about $8000.00 
dollars worth of equipment in the backpack. 
Having paid cash for the fare I had no information 
to track down the taxi. I was at a loss for over 
an hour even calling the local police department 
to file a police report on the chance it would be 
returned.

“My daughters flew back home as my wife and 
I were staying another week. As my daughter 
arrived back in St. Louis she received an email 
from Michael Barrettt saying he found the 
backpack and the only contact information he 
could find was her email address. She quickly 
passed on Michael’s phone number and I called 
him.

“Mick said he was about a half hour away 
but would came back to return the backpack. 
Our experience with the people of Ireland was 
extremely pleasant but the action of Michael 
Barrett went far above and beyond what I could 
have hoped for. Mick said how much the people 
of Ireland appreciated the tourists coming to 
visit and said the last thing he wanted was for us 
to leave with a bad experience on our minds.

“Mick even came back to take us to the airport 
when we were heading back to the States a 
few days later at 4:30 a.m. I can’t tell how much 
we appreciated him going above and beyond 
in returning my backpack. I can’t imagine that 
happening any place else but Ireland. I would 
appreciate it if you would pass this story on 
to your readers as Michael Barrett deserves 
attention for his selfless actions.”

A LETTER OF 
THANKS FROM 
AN AMERICAN...

what is suggested is essentially a couple of minor improvements,” she 
said. “We need a service that is properly managed by somebody who 
cares and this document does nothing to address that gap.”

She said there was a “complete lack of any kind of quality, 
auditing, management control”. Most of the proposed new operating 
procedures for invigilators were a “copy and paste” from an old 
document.

Creegan wrote again to Henderson on July 17 to complain 
about the “signi� cant failure in the integrity” of the SPSV tests. He 
emphasised that Applus’s contract required it to prevent information 
exchanges between candidates or the use of external resources.

“It is clear that such arrangements were not in place at some Applus 
centres,” wrote Creegan. � is was a “material breach” of contract 
obligations. He said Applus’s proposals to reform security were not 
su�  cient.

A further response from Applus said it would place an invigilator in 
the room during each test and video-record proceedings.

In February 2016, the NTA carried out spot checks on the � ve 
Applus test SPSV centres, the two Dublin locations plus Galway, 
Cork and Sligo. In each of the test centres an o�  cial posing as 
an applicant took out a phone. In Greenhills the candidate was 
approached but allowed to keep the phone.

In Sligo the phone was taken away, but test results were still 
provided. In Galway the candidate was not approached despite 
taking out a phone. Neither the Sligo nor Galway cases were noti� ed 
to the NTA.

Last month Applus said “at all times” the systems and processes 
provided by it were “in accordance with the agreed procedures” at 
the time.

Tacsaí Magazine will be in touch with the NTA for any further 
updates on the matter.

To have your say on this story, or any other story email the Editor 
at stephenyoung399@hotmail.com or call 086 1277031.
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FULLY QUALIFIED, FULLY INSURED & TAX COMPLIANT

ATECEA PROVIDE QUALIFIED AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERS AND SQI INDIVUALS TO COMPLETE THE 

FOLLOWING SERVICES TO THE TAXI INDUSTRY. 

WWW.ATECEA.IE

ATECEA, Unit 7, South Dublin Chamber,Tallaght Business Centre, 
Whitestown Business Park, Dublin, D24K59A

Landline: 01 4666 366       Mobile: 087 1303 777

•	 Technical	assessors	full	
reports.

•	 Technical	assessors	basic	
reports.

•	 VRT	&	Revenue	
modifications	reports.

•	 Technical	assessors	LPG	
reports.

•	 NCT	modifications	reports	
(NCT	failures).

•	 Vehicle	pre-purchase	
inspection	reports.

•	 Engineers	reports	for	
accident	claims.

•	 Post-repair	roadworthy	
engineers	reports.

10%DISCOUNTFOR ALL TAXI DRIVERS!!!085 146 7738
7thgear.ie

Unit 5, Orion Business Campus, Ballycoolin, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15

PÁDRIAG MURPHY SOLICITOR

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICEPERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICEPERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PÁDRAIG MURPHY SOLICITORS
54 South William Street, Dublin 2, Ireland       01 295 2771       

padraigmurphysol@eircom.net       www.padraigmurphy.com

OUR FIELD COVERS:
•  Personal Injuries*
•  Conveyancing
•  Road Traffic Offences
•  Probate
•  Family Law
•  Employment Law
•  Contracts
•  Will

PÁDRAIG MURPHY SOLICITORS provides 
expert legal services and advice to commercial 
and private clients. We concentrate on building a 
close working relationship in a focused, friendly 
personal approach and in your time of need we 
are the solicitors to fight your corner.
The aim of Pádraig Murphy Solicitors is to 
continually determine to achieve the highest 
standards for our clients to their satisfaction.
You will be under NO obligation. Most 
importantly, it is kept strictly confidential. 
Call us on 01 295 2771.

VRC VEHICLE REPAIR CENTRE

VEHICLE REPAIR CENTRE LTD
UNIT 2, GROVE IND. EST., DUBBER CROSS, FINGLAS, D11       TEL: 086 260 3232

086 260 3232

BEFORE AFTER

Special offer

10% DISCOUNT
FOR ALL TAXI DRIVERS

JUST MENTION TACSAÍ MAG
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AUTOBOUTIQUE

AUTOBOUTIQUE      61B KEEPER ROAD, DRIMNAGH, DUBLIN 12       085 784 3098

PROTECT YOUR TAXI
Leather-look seat covers for taxis. 

Fully fi tted and guaranteed.
WATERPROOF   |   DUSTPROOF   |   EASY WIPE-CLEAN

NEWDESIGNDOUBLE STITCHING

NEW!!!IN STOCKSET OF HEAVY-DUTY 
CAR MATS & BOOT MATS

(SIMILAR TO THOSE FEATURED HERE)
TO SUIT ALL CARS & VANS

AWARDS

TACSAÍ
M A G A Z I N E

WINNER
AWARDSAWARDSAWARDSAWARDSAWARDS

M A G A Z I N EM A G A Z I N EM A G A Z I N E

AWARDSAWARDSAWARDSAWARDS
2016
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ON

SPECIAL

OFFER
HURRY WHILE

STOCKS LAST

BPA-FREE 

PAPER ROLLS 

IN STOCK

ANY 4 MAGIC TREE AIR 
FRESHENERS FOR ONLY €5

H4 & H7 HEADLIGHT BULBS: 10 FOR €30, A SAVING OF 50%

COIN HOLDERS ARRIVE LATE-NOVEMBER

OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM - 1PM

*ITEMS
SOLD 

SEPARATELY.

TAXI SAFETY KITS 2KG FIRE
EXTINGUISHER
(EN3)

SON OF A GUN
DASHBOARD 
CLEANER €5

LEATHERETTE 
SEAT COVERS 

ONLY

€50
FOR TACSAI 
MAGAZINE 
READERS

NEXT DAY 

NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY

ON ALL ITEMS
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D A V E  G A L L I G A N

D15 Gas

GAS BOILER SERVICE
GAS BOILER REPAIR

GAS BOILER REPLACEMENT
HEATING SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

POWER FLUSHING
COMPLETE CONTROL UPGRADES

CONTACT US
083 813 3400       info@d15gas.com

WWW.D15GAS.COM

!!! SPECIAL OFFER !!!

GAS BOILER SERVICE

60 EURO

•	 CARS,	VANS	&	4X4
•	 TYRE	SALES,	REPAIRS	&	FITTING
•	 PRE-NCT	CHECK
•	 3D	4-WHEEL	ALIGNMENT
•	 CAR	SERVICE

BLACKHORSE TYRES

WWW.BLACKHORSETYRES.IE

HIGH	QUALITY
LOW	COST
SUMMER	&	WINTER
NEW	&	PART	WORN	TYRES

FOR ALL TAXIS
NEW 195/65/15
NEW 205/55/16
€45 INC VAT

DUBLIN:	Unit	1,	Blackhorse	Ind.	Est.,	Blackhorse	Ave,	Dublin	7
Mob:	085	733	7110

ARKLOW:	Unit	1,	Croghan	Ind.	Est.,	Arklow,	Co.	Wicklow
Mob:	085	169	0346

•	CITY	WIDE	WORK
•	NO	MINIMUM	PERIOD
•	NO	TERMS	AND	CONDITIONS

!!! DRIVERS WANTED !!!
T E R E N U R E  T A X I S

S P E C I C A L  O F F E R S
F O R  N E W  D R I V E R S

CALL NOW ON: 087 1817 178
OR EMAIL: derek@terenuretaxis.ie

AUTOGAS 

COSTS ONLY

€0.79

PER LITRE
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OFFERING STAIRS & LANDINGS 
FROM ONLY €299

WITH 11MILL UNDERLAY
(Stairs and landing based on 16 yards of material)CHECK OUT MORE OF OUR 

OFFERS ON FACEBOOK

Foremost Flooring 
offers the sale and 
installation of all forms 
of flooring.
Cheaper than our 
competitors.
We come to you.

We also supply and 
install:
•	vinyl
•	laminates
•	semi	solid	wood	floors
•	polished	concrete.

F O R E M O S T
F L O O R I N G

089 232 1981
CALL	FOR	A	FREE	MEASURE	&	QUOTE
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TAXI NEWS ROUND-UP FROM AROUND THE GLOBE.

WORLDWIDE 
REPORT
UK
A taxi driver who picked up a fare after drink driving has been banned 
from driving for three years and given a suspended prison sentence.

Peter Cole, 42, of Cambridge, had picked up a fare in the town at 
around 5.30pm on January 12. 

During the journey, the passenger became suspicious that Cole 
had been drinking and managed to get him to stop the grey Ford 
Mondeo. Th e passenger called the police at which point Cole made 
threats to kill him.

Police arrived and found the taxi stopped on the hard shoulder of 
the northbound carriageway on the A1(M) between Welwyn Garden 
City and Stevenage. Cole was arrested and taken into custody where 
he gave a breath sample of 171 mcg per 100ml of breath, compared 
to a legal limit of 35mcg. 

Investigating offi  cer PC Pete Talbot, from Beds, Cambs and 
Herts Road Policing Unit, said: “Cole’s breath alcohol reading was 
the highest I have come across in nine years of working as a roads 
policing offi  cer. 

“Th e seriousness of Cole’s actions was compounded by the fact 
that he was working in a position of trust as a taxi driver at the time 
of the off ence and he had a passenger in his vehicle. He put his own, 
his passenger’s and the lives of other road users in danger as a result.”

Cole admitted drink driving and a public order off ence and was 
sentenced at Stevenage Magistrates’ Court to 18 weeks in prison, 
suspended for two years.

NEW YORK
Th ere’s a good reason New York cab drivers are so cranky: 
Th eir livelihood might be teetering on the edge of default. According 
to a recent presentation prepared for Capital One Financial Corp. 
investors, some 81 percent of its $690 million in loans for taxi 
medallions are at risk of default. Medallions, the small metal shields 
affi  xed to the hoods of taxi cabs, are issued by the local taxi authority 
and eff ectively allow the cabs to operate legally. Owning one used 
to be akin to owning a gas-guzzling, money-printing machine. 
Medallions in New York City traded at more than $1 million in 

2014, but today’s prices are about half of that.
Now the share of taxi medallion loans Capital One thinks its 

borrowers won’t be able to repay in full has nearly tripled over the 
past year, to 51.5 percent. (Another 29 percent of loans are to stressed 
borrowers who could be in trouble soon.)

BankUnited told its investors in November that nearly 59 percent 
of its loans secured by taxi medallions were under water. Close to 
95 percent of the BankUnited’s loans were to New York City 
borrowers. “Th is is the portion of our loan portfolio that we keep 
the closest eye on, for obvious reasons,” Rajinder Singh, then 
BankUnited’s chief operating offi  cer, told investors last January.

Th e distressed taxi industry is under assault from ride-sharing 
service Uber Technologies Inc. and competitor Lyft Inc. Uber recently 
became the preferable mode of transportation for business travelers 
and has gained market share among leisure travellers. 

In New York City, people took fewer trips and spent less on taxis 
during the fi rst half of last year compared with 2015

MYANMAR
A Myanmar taxi driver was hailed as a national hero at his funeral, 
two days after he was killed trying to stop a gunman who murdered a 
prominent Muslim lawyer. 

Father-of-three Ne Win was shot dead outside Yangon airport as 
he chased a man who moments earlier had slain Ko Ni, an adviser to 
Aung San Suu Kyi, in what her party said was a political assassination. 
Th e daylight murders, in a country where political killings are rare, 
sent shockwaves through both Myanmar’s already hard-pressed 
Muslim community and Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party. 

Th ere were emotional scenes as hundreds of mourners crammed 
into a Yangon cemetery to bury Ne Win, whose coffi  n was draped 
in the NLD’s famous fi ghting peacock fl ag. His bereaved wife was 
swamped as mourners, monks and NLD fi gures crowded around the 
open coffi  n that bore his body.

 “He tried to catch an evil man without thinking for his own life,” 
the elderly patron of the NLD, Tin Oo, told mourners. 
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“I praise Ne Win today for his brave work for the country on behalf 
of the NLD, other democratic forces and those who want peace.” 
Min Ko Naing, a student leader from the crushed 1988 anti-junta 
protests, described the taxi driver as part of a long line of Myanmar 
citizens who have sacrificed for a country that suffered under years of 
army rule. 

“Some people who give for the country become famous but there 
are many people who give for the country silently,” he said. 

The alleged assassin, 53-year-old Kyi Lin, was arrested at the scene. 
Police have not said what his motivations were. 

NEW YORK
The embattled taxi king of New York “royally misbehaved” around 
his chief assistant, according to a suit alleging months of sexual 
harassment.

A federal suit filed in Brooklyn this week against Evgeny (Gene) 
Freidman alleged that he subjected his assistant Elaine Gutierrez 
to sexually charged comments throughout her seven months at his 
company, Taxi Club Management.

“New York’s so-called ‘Taxi King’... royally misbehaved through 
his relentless sexual harassment” of Gutierrez, who faced a “constant 

barrage of unwanted and sexually harassing comments during her 
time as his assistant.”

The suit alleges that Freidman frequently made creepy come-
ons and attempts to get Gutierrez — the company’s accounts 
payable manager and chief executive assistant — alone with him 
after work hours.

Gutierrez, 41, who joined the company in September 2015, said 
that Freidman would comment about her breasts and body, while 
using flimsy excuses to get her into meetings with him, “just so 
he could ogle and stare at her,” the suit said. He would also make 
demeaning remarks to her in front of male employees, she said.

“It was embarrassing. It was humiliating,” Gutierrez told the Daily 
News. “I was treated like garbage.”

When she complained, Freidman allegedly said, “If I tell you to 
come, what if it’s just because I want to look at you?” and “Just do 
what I say and ask nothing.”

Gutierrez “physically and verbally resisted” Freidman’s harassment 
and advances, repeatedly telling him to stop his embarrassing 
behavior, according to the suit.

The taxi company’s chief financial officer, Andreea Dumitru 
Parcalaboiu, allegedly axed Gutierrez because “Gene doesn’t want 
you here anymore” because she asks too many questions.
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T acsaí recently spoke to Ron Duffy to hear 
about the new SPSV training, and the 
recent changes that have happened in 
that sector.

He said: “We are Dublin’s only quality 
approved Taxi Training Group and have trained for 
over twenty years for the Carriage Office Test. Now 
that it has passed on to new a type of test, we have 
had to move on with the times and have brought our 
training programme completely up to date over the 
last five years.

“What this means is any person who may be thinking 
of becoming a Taxi Driver or Chauffeur Driver; you 
will need to do this test and pass it first before you 
can drive any small public or private vehicle.

“The present failure rate for this test is 95% over all 
for first time applicants. We are lucky to have such a 
good quality training programme and we have kept 
up to date each month to help people pass this test. 
Our pass rate is 90% for first timers and to back it 
up we offer a free day mid-week to anyone who has 
done our course and failed. The extra day must taken 
within one month of test they failed. T&Cs apply.

“Our training takes place every two weeks on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. We  open at 9am and 
start 9.30am   to 3.30pm each day  in The Grand 
Canal Hotel, in Grand Canal St Upper Dublin 4. (Day 
Regulations and day two Area Knowledge) study 
pack and maps are included in these courses, parking 
is available on each day at a very special rate.

“We also run a one-day special intensive course 
once a month on Saturday mid month this one day 
special runs form 9am to 6.30/7pm this day course 
includes lunch and parking for the day and a study 
pack and maps, please call the telephone numbers 
below for free help and information if you intend to 
enter the SPSV Business, jobs are available,

“And for people who are long term unemployed 
please contact their Local Employment Services  in 
your area who may be able to help fund you with 
their approval this is up to their decision not ours, 
please ask them to contact Ron at 086 608 7478. Our 
success has been achieved by a combination of 
factors, in providing you with the necessary skills and 
knowledge.

For the latest dates available to book contact 085 
767 9651 or 01  662 3333 ask for Ron or Paul, Free 
advice! Free help!

TO BOOK
Tel:  01 662 3333   085 767 9651
 086 608 7478   086 820 1824
Web:  www.spsvtraining.net
Email: info@spsvtrainingservices.com

You can also find us on Facebook and donedeal.
ie under the taxi training section

THERE HAVE BEEN SOME CHANGES RECENTLY 
TO PROCESS OF BECOMING A TAXI DRIVER.

SPSV TAXI TRAINING 
NOW IN ITS 25TH 
YEAR IN MARCH 
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SEX ATTACKER JAILED

A  passenger who held a knife to a taxi-driver’s throat 
while he was driving the cab has left his victim in 
constant fear and “afraid of the dark”, a court has 
heard. 

A taxi driver who sexually assaulted a young 
passenger and then “maligned” her character by claiming she 
was drunk and abusive has been jailed for six months.

Augustin Ion (50) groped the woman’s breast and asked her to 
come into the back seat of his taxi with him after arriving outside 
her house. The victim had taken a taxi home instead of walking 
because she thought it would be safer.

A jury with an 11 to one majority rejected Ion’s claims that the 
woman was extremely aggressive, told him to “fuck off  and drive” 
and refused to pay the fare.

He claimed she only made a complaint to gardaí because she 
thought he was going to report her for not paying him. Prosecuting 
counsel Eilis Brennan BL told the jury this was a “tissue of lies.”

In Dublin Circuit Criminal Court today, Judge Pauline Codd said 
the woman came across as “an exceptionally sincere and honest 
type of person” and that it was an aggravating factor that Ion had 
“maligned” her good name.

Ion’s counsel told the court he now accepts the verdict of the 
jury and is very remorseful. He made an off er of €3,000 to the 
woman to cover counselling costs. The victim said she does not 
want his money.

Ion, of Garrynisk Square, Tallaght, Dublin and originally from 
Romania, had pleaded not guilty to sexually assaulting the woman 
outside her home on the night of 20 November 2014.

Judge Codd said it was an opportunistic but predatory crime. 

She noted Ion initially drove past the woman before performing a 
u-turn and coming back to pick her up.  

She said the off ence was “an enormous breach of trust” as the 
public are entitled to expect a taxi driver to take them home safely.

“Off ences like this give rise to great concerns, particularly for 
young women,” the judge said. “This case would send a chill up 
the spine of parents and families of young women.”

Judge Codd also said Ion’s actions impacted on the reputation 
of the entire taxi industry and that she must impose a sentence 
with a “deterrent eff ect”. She sentenced Ion to two years with 
18 months suspended and ordered him to undergo 18 months 
supervision by the Probation Service.

The judge took into account Ion’s lack of previous convictions, 
his personal circumstances and the fact that the off ence itself was 
“at the lower end of the scale.”

Ion has been registered as a sex off ender and will never be 
granted another taxi license, the court heard.

The woman, who has since left Dublin, wrote in a victim impact 
report that she will never forget Ion’s breath in her ear. She said 
she regularly wakes up in the middle of the night in a panic and 
that she never gets taxis on the street anymore. 

She added: “He took my character with his version of events. 
This is why I hope he does time for what he put me through.”

Ion’s counsel, Gerard Charlton BL, said his client suff ers from 
anxiety and depression as well as diabetes. He said he is a family 
man who has worked hard since leaving Romania 13 years ago.

Charlton added that Ion’s case has received signifi cant 
publicity in the press and on social media, which has been 
diffi  cult for his family.

JUDGE CODD SAID ION’S ACTIONS IMPACTED ON 
THE REPUTATION OF THE ENTIRE TAXI INDUSTRY 
AND THAT SHE MUST IMPOSE A SENTENCE WITH A 
‘DETERRENT EFFECT’.”
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HYUNDAI I40 TOURER 1.7 CRDI
2013     106,872 Mls     €POA

AUDI A4 AVANT 2.0 TDI 150 AUTO
TOP SPEC, LEATHER, SAT NAV, HEATED SEATS

2015     36,011 Mls     €POA

FORD S-MAX 2.0 TDCI AUTO
2013     20,220 Mls     €POA

SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI 140 AUTO
2012     83,701 Mls     €POA

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 D4D TOURER EXCEL
TOP SPEC, LEATHER & SAT NAV

2014     73,511 Mls     €POA

VOLVO V60 2.0 D4 BUILT-IN SATNAV
2014     44,977 Mls    €POA

SEAT ALTEA XL 1.6 TDI
2010     76,055 Mls    €POA

MAZDA CX-5 2.2 TDI
NICE SPEC WITH SATNAV

2015     32,869 Mls     €POA

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 D4D
TOP SPEC, LEATHER & AUTO
2010     95,194 Mls     €POA

SUBARU LEGACY 2.0 TD AWD
2011     110,000 Mls     €POA

FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI 140 BHP 6-SPEED
2013     31,221 Mls     €POA

SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI 140 AUTO
ELEGANCE MODEL WITH SATNAV

2014     42,721 Mls     €POA

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 D4D SALOON
2013     53,763 Mls     €POA

VOLVO V60 2.0 D4 BUILT-IN SATNAV
2014    98,615 Mls     €POA

www.motoright.ie       Tel: 01 4600 123
FOR AN EXCELLENT PERSONAL SERVICE

 CONTACT JIM:  087 256 4764
  DAVE:  083 103 9768

SAME LOCATION FOR 26 YEARS!

• Finance arranged
• All trade-ins welcome
• Mechanical repairs
• Bodywork repairs

FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI 140 BHP 6-SPEED
2013     38,472 Mls     €POA

MASSIVE SALE 
NOW ON

CALL TODAY!!!
MOTORIGHT, 24 Greenhills Road, Walkinstown (beside roundabout), Dublin 12       Tel: 01 4600 123

2010     76,055 2010     76,055 
HYUNDAI I40 TOURER 1.7 CRDIHYUNDAI I40 TOURER 1.7 CRDI

FINANCE 

ARRANGED
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sales@freedommobility.ie
www.freedommobility.ie

Abbey Street
Ballinrobe
Co. Mayo

Oranmore Business Park
Oranmore

Co. Galway

094 954 2652
087 760 7879
087 264 6349

CONTACT FREEDOM MOBILITY

Freedom Mobility provides a service which helps to promote independence through the 
provision of wheelchair accessible and disabled driver vehicles for sale, hire or lease.

FREEDOM MOBILITY NOW ALSO OFFER A RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIR- ACCESSIBLE TAXIS FOR SALE.

Freedom Mobility was established by a team of 
motorindustry professionals who identified the need 
for a dedicated, disabled driver and vehicle adaptation 
service in the West of Ireland.
With over twenty years of experience in the motortrade, 
the Freedom Mobility team are not only experts in the 
purchase of wheelchair accessible vehicles, they are 
also available to provide advice to disabled drivers 
on the purchase of new and second-hand vehicles for 

adaptation to suit their needs.
The National Disability Authority reports that between 10 
and 20% of people in Ireland have disabling conditions; 
Freedom Mobility aims to support these individuals 
to ensure that transport is both easily accessible and 
affordable.
With showrooms in Mayo and Galway, Freedom Mobility 
also provides a no-obligation home visit service and 
ongoing customer support.
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HODSON BAY HOTEL
090 644 2000

www.hodsonbayhotel.com

GALWAY BAY HOTEL
091 518 382
www.galwaybayhotel.com

Spring Over 50’s breaks,
all taken care of.

Enjoy these great value breaks in the comfort of our luxurious rooms. Fill up on our renowned breakfast 
buffet each morning. Dine in our award winning restaurants and try something new with daily free hotel 
activities, whatever makes your break, we’ve got it...all taken care of.

€109
2B&B, 2D from

per person sharing

OVER 50’s 
BREAKS

Hodson Bay Hotel

2BB & 2 Dinners
was €149pps NOW from €129pps

2BB & 2 Dinners
was €139pps NOW from €109pps

Galway Bay Hotel

2BB & 2 Dinners
was €159pps NOW from €149pps

2BB & 2 Dinners
was €149pps NOW from €129pps

FEBRUARY

MARCH

FEBRUARY

MARCH

No single supplement in February and on selected dates in March. 3, 4 & 5 night discounts also available.
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Premier Pitstop
& Service Centre Ltd.
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RELAX AND UNWIND 
AT DEER PARK GOLF

D eer Park Golf in Howth, Dublin boasts one of 
the largest golf complexes in Ireland. Popular 
with Golfers of all skill levels, it includes 2 
traditional courses: Deer Park 18 Hole and St 
Fintan’s 9 hole with an 18 hole Pitch & Putt 

and the Par 3 Short Course. 
New additions include the 18 hole FootGolf course as well 

as the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of Cuchulainn, 
Ireland’s Legendary Hurling hero on the Poc Fada course.

Deer Park in based in the picturesque fi shing village of 
Howth, north of Dublin City and less than 20 minutes from 
Dublin Airport. 

Set against the magnifi cent backdrop of Howth Castle 
and famed for the stunning views of the Dublin coastline, 
Deer Park would like to extend a warm and friendly welcome 
to all Taxi Drivers to take a break and de-stress, we are 
delighted to off er a round of golf on either the 9 hole St 
Fintan’s course or a round of 18 holes on our fl agship Deer 
Park course on Tuesdays for €10, for a golfi ng experience 
like no other in the world. 

Put the 18th fl agpole back in place and retire to the 

panoramic clubhouse bar to take in the views while enjoying 
some delicious food from our seasonal menu.

Perched on the hill with superb views of the golf courses 
and the Dublin coastline the Deer Park Clubhouse is a 
stunning location for a for a bite to eat. Serving light snacks, 
main courses and wonderful desserts, the Clubhouse is a 
comfortable place to debate whom had the shot of the day! 
All of our range of food is home made by our team of chefs 
which is led by our Executive Head Chef, Susan Bell who 
also directs the Howth Castle Cookery School.

In the cosy top bar or the larger Panorama Bar with 
stunning views, the Diamond room for smaller private 
groups or the function room, whether you come as 
a four ball or a group of 40, we have the space to suit . 
There are also plenty of outside seating options to enjoy 
the Rhododendrons leading up to Muck Rock or the 
spectacular views of Dublin Bay. 

In the low season opening times of the Clubhouse may 
vary, please check online or in the Golf Shop for details.

For more information or to make a booking please 
email info@deerparkgolf.ie or telephone 01 839 6182.

Are looking for a nice way to relax on a quiet day mid-
week now that the finer weather is on its way around 
again? Well look no further than Deer Park Golf Club.
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Knock 
Knock

An old woman is upset at her husband’s funeral. 

“You have him in a brown suit and I wanted him in 

a blue suit.” The mortician says, “We’ll take care of 

it, ma’am,” and yells to the back, “Ed, switch the 

heads on two and four!”
A woman answered the doorbell with a man standing on her porch. The man said, “I’m terribly sorry. I just ran over your cat and I would like to replace it for you.” The woman replied, “Well that’s alright with me, but how are you at catching mice?”56 Tacsaí  February / March 2017

A woman answered the doorbell with a 

A guy spots a sign outside a house that reads 

“Talking Dog for Sale.” Intrigued, he walks in. 

“So what have you done with your life?” he asks 

the dog. “I’ve led a very full life,” says the dog. 

“I lived in the Alps rescuing avalanche victims. 

Then I served my country in Iraq. And now I spend 

my days reading to the residents of a retirement 

home.” The guy is fl abbergasted. He asks the 

dog’s owner, “Why on earth would you want to get 

rid of an incredible dog like that?” The owner says, 

“Because he’s a liar! He never did any of that!” An old woman is upset at her husband’s funeral. 

Teacher: “Anyone who thinks he’s stupid may stand up!”Nobody stands upTeacher: “I’m sure there are some stupid students over here!!”Little Johnny stands upTeacher: “Ohh, Johnny you think you’re stupid?” Little Johnny: “No... i just feel bad that you’re standing alone...” 

Teacher: “Anyone who thinks he’s 

Four men are in the hospital waiting room because 

their wives are having babies. A nurse approaches 

the fi rst guy and says, “Congratulations! You’re the 

father of twins.” “That’s odd,” answers the man. 

“I work for the Minnesota Twins!” A nurse then 

yells the second man, “Congratulations! You’re 

the father of triplets!” “That’s weird,” answers the 

second man. “I work for the 3M company!” A nurse 

goes up to the third man saying, “Congratulations! 

You’re the father of quadruplets.” “That’s strange,” 

he answers. “I work for the Four Seasons hotel!” 

The last man begins groaning and banging his 

head against the wall. “What’s wrong?” the others 

ask. “I work for 7 Up!” 

Four men are in the hospital waiting room because 

Q: If you were forced to go through one 

of the following doors, which door do 

you go through with 100 % certainty 

you’d stay alive: a door with a man 

with a gun behind it, a door with 

a tiger who hasn’t eaten in 7 years 

behind it, or a door with an electrical 

chair behind it? 
A: The one with the tiger behind it, 

because if it hasn’t eaten in 7 years it’s 

dead. 

A guy spots a sign outside a house that reads 

A man walks into a bar and sits down. He asks the bartender, “Can I have a cigarette?” The bartender replies, “Sure, the cigarette machine is over there.” So he walks over to the machine and as he is about to order a cigarette, the machine suddenly says, “Oi, you bloody idiot.” The man says with surprise in his voice, “That’s not very nice.” He returns to his bar stool without a cigarette and asks the bartender for some peanuts. The bartender passes the man a bowl of peanuts and the man hears one of the peanuts speak, “Ooh, I like your hair.” The man says to the bartender, “Hey, what’s going on here? Your cigarette machine is insulting me and this peanut is coming on to me. Why’s this?” The bartender replies, “Oh, that’s because the machine is out of order and the peanuts are complementary.”
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ANSWERS
1. 1934
2. Wayne Gretzky.
3. Austrian Grand Prix.
4. France.
5. Roma.
6. Michael Holding.
7. Cross-country skiing & 
shooting.
8. Phillip Island.
9. San Diego.

10. Chile.
11. Table tennis.
12. Neil Adams.
13. 18
14. Boston Celtics.
15. 2010
16. Queens.
17. 1983
18. Brisbane.
19. 15
20. Wanamaker Trophy.

General 
Knowledge 
Questions
1. In which year was the fi rst US Masters 
golf championship held? 
2. Which NHL player was nicknamed “The 
Great One”? 
3. Which Formula One race is held at the 
Red Bull Ring? 
4. Which country hosted the fi rst Rugby 
League World Cup? 
5. Which Italian football team shares it’s 
ground with Lazio? 
6. Which West Indian bowler took 14 wickets 
in a test match against England in 1976? 
7. Which two sports are combined in a 
biathlon? 
8. Which circuit has hosted the Australian 
Moto GP since 1997? 
9. In which US city are the NFL team The 
Chargers based? 
10. Which South American team won the 
2015 World Polo Championship? 
11. In which sport is the Swaythling Cup 
competed for? 
12. Who in 1981 became the fi rst Briton to 
win a World Judo Championship? 
13. How many players make up an Aussie 
Rules football team? 
14. Which team won all but one of the NBA 
championships in the 1960s? 

15. In which year did Sebastian Vettel win 
his fi rst Formula One championship? 
16. In which New York borough is the US 
Open Tennis championship held? 
17. In which year did the fi rst non-USA team 
lift yachting’s Americas Cup? 
18. In which Australian city would you fi nd 
the GABBA cricket ground? 
19. How many players are there on a hurling 
team? 
20. What trophy is awarded to the winner of 
golf’s USPGA championship?

T H E  T A C S A Í  M A G A Z I N E 

B U M P E R 
Q U I Z

57February / March 2017  Tacsaí

57_TM_IRL_02-03_17_ED_Quiz.indd   1 07/02/2017   19:33



58 Tacsaí  February / March 2017

Parish Life Ltd. T/A Premier Insurances is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Parish Life Ltd. T/A Premier Insurances is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie

Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie

Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie Parishlife Ltd t/a Premier Insurances 

are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie Parishlife Ltd t/a Premier Insurances 

are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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Mention this advertisement to receive discount prices - Offer ends 3rd March 2017 -  All major credit cards accepted.

See www.monahans.ie for product range & low prices

Stock Up & Save!
KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
LOGS
2m Crate

KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
LOGS 
Bulk Bag

KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
LOGS
1.2m Crate

KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
10 X 15kg 
Net Bags

FULL PALLET 
KILN DRIED 
HARDWOOD 
LOGS

KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
LOGS 
Wheelie Bag

STRAFFAN ROAD, BARBERSTOWN,
MAYNOOTH, CO. KILDARE

Phone 01-6276540
Mobile 087-2538925
ALL FUELS CAN BE COLLECTED OR
DELIVERED FROM OUR DRIVE-IN DEPOT

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON ALL KILN DRIED LOGS - LESS THAN 20%
MOISTURE CONTENT TO ENSURE MAXIMUM HEAT AND QUALITY!

CUT TO AN AVERAGE LENGTH OF 25CM.
PRICE INCLUDES VAT & DUBLIN DELIVERY

Birch
WAS €335

€300Now Only

Ash or Oak
WAS €370

€335Now Only

Birch
WAS €99

€90Now Only

Ash or Oak
WAS €110

€100Now Only

Birch
WAS €235

€200Now Only

Ash or Oak
WAS €270

€235Now Only

Birch
WAS €75

€70Now Only

Birch
WAS €325

€290Now Only

Birch
WAS €50

€45Now Only

Ash or Oak
WAS €55

€50Now Only

SUPER 
SALE 
PRICES

SUPER 
SALE 
PRICES

SUPER 
SALE 
PRICES

SUPER 
SALE 
PRICES

Crate dimensions:
L115 x W87 x H200cm

Bag dimensions: 
L80 x W80 x H80cm

Crate dimensions:
L115 x W87 x H120cm

Bag dimensions:
10 x 15kg net bags

50 X 15KG 
NET BAGS

Pallet dimensions:
L120 x W100 x H100cm

Bag dimensions:
L48 x W48 x H87cm

59_TM_IRL_02-03_17_AD_Monahans.indd   1 07/02/2017   19:32



OZONE CARS & CABS  (2 MINS FROM RED COW)
Unit E1, Bluebell Business Park
Old Naas Road
Dublin 12       01 902 3020

Web & email
www.ozonecabs.ie
sales@ozonecars.ie

A FIRST FOR IRISH TAXI DRIVERS

ARE YOU…?

Kabzy is a ‘new’ affordable 24/7 Taxi Security Service- 
using GPS, CCTV, a panic-button & an ability to disable 
your car if stolen or hijacked. 
Fitted at Ozone Cars for just €49 and less than the price 
of a newspaper daily, Kabzy gives you and your family 
peace of mind at all times.

• Raise an alert in case of emergency (via the taxi Panic Button)
• Monitor safety 24-7 via the in-car CCTV Security Camera
• Remotely disable the vehicle from any Smartphone
• Track a taxi’s route via the GPS Vehicle Tracking System
• Keep taxi drivers and their passengers safe

OZONE CARS & CABS: PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT - EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY - SECURING FUTURES

OZONE CABS
OLD NAAS RD, D12

09 / 13 PRIUS (incl. eCAB)
RTB FROM €150PW

09 / 13 AVENSIS
RTB FROM €160PW

01. SPENDING MORE THAN €310 FOR CAR & FUEL?
02. LOOKING FOR A 7-SEATER RENTAL OR RENT-TO-BUY?
03. NEEDING A COMPETITIVE INSURANCE QUOTE?
04. WANTING A 152 TAXI ON LPG WITH JUST A €5000 DEPOSIT?
05. NEEDING A PRIUS TAXI TO DRIVE? HEARD ABOUT THE eCABS BENEFIT?
06. NEEDING A TAXI SECURITY SYSTEM? (KABZY)
07. NEEDING AN LPG CAR OR CONVERSION?
08. NEEDING A NEWER DIESEL TAXI?

Taxi rental
FROM

JUST €180
PER WEEK
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