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• SAVE AT LEAST 6 C PER LITRE ON AVERAGE.
• SHOP OPEN 24 HOURS-A-DAY
• QUALITY FUEL, BEST PRICE!

CAR 
WASHING 

NOW FROM 
JUST €5

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

TO FIND SPECIAL 

DEALS EVERYDAY

SEARCH 

MOUNT BROWN 

SERVICE STATION

REG COFFEE + SANDWICH

2 X 500ML MINERALS

24 NICKY TOILET ROLLS

TWIN PACK REGINA KITCHEN ROLL

4 PACK OF SOFT DRINK CANS

4 PACK OF LUCOZADE
380ML BOTTLES

CATHERINES BAKERY BREAD
NOW IN STOCK DAILY

€5.00
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€2.50
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Most Competitive 
fuel prices in 
Dublin!

03_TM_IRL_02-03_16_AD_Mount_Brown.indd   1 02/02/2016   14:00



Here they come with the 
hang sandwiches, the 
fl asks of tea and the 
comfy walking shoes.

The Blueshirts, the 
Socialists, Mick Wallace...

It’s almost General Election time and 
the big earners are out looking for your 
precious votes. Who will end up on the 
iron throne this time? As they say on 
Big Brother, ‘you decide!’

So who has the best interests of the 
taxi industry at heart?

Last time out Labour promised the 
sun, moon and stars to drivers and 
with no reason to doubt them, many 
came out in support of Gilmore’s party.

Five years later, and with Joan Burton 
now at the helm the relationship has 
defi nitely turned sour. Alan’s Kelly’s 
reign as Minister for Public Transport 
was fl awed to say the least. And many 
in the industry feel betrayed by the 
party.

In this edition of Tacsaí we have a 
3-page on the election and talk to a 
number of parties to get their thoughts 
on the current state of the industry and 
what the future holds.

Meanwhile, the TTnH, along with 
other representative bodies, have won 
a major victory in having the proposals 
for new roof signs and mandatory 
CCTV in cars thrown out! 

In a move widely seen as a boost for 
all, after suff ering through the Vehicle 
Age Limit ruling, it will no doubt give 
cabbies up and down the country a 
big lift.

There are three drivers though who 
may not be feeling so joyous this 
month.

The three cabbies who took the 
case against deregulation to the High 
Court now face massive costs having 
lost their case last year. Read all about 
that on page 13.

With ranks closing in Dublin City, 
we speak to Tony Rowe about the 
environmental cost of these rank 
closures as drivers fi nd themselves 
more stretched than ever before. 
We also hear from 88 year old driver 
Edward Broe, whose Shelbourne rank 
has been one of those hit.

iCabbi are an Irish company who are 
making huge waves in the UK, Europe 
and beyond, we profi le the company 
on pages 16 & 17.

We also bring you another fantastic, 
uplifting story from the good folks 
at the Dublin Taxidriver’s Special 
Children’s Day Out, who spread the 
Christmas cheer with a great, new 
event. PIcs and story on pages 6 & 7.
Safe travels!
Stephen Young
Editor

TO GET IN TOUCH
Call 086 127 7031 
Email stephenyoung399@hotmail.com

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CALL 085 199 8321

04 Tacsaí  February / March 2016

EDITORIAL

Tacsaí Magazine is stocked in each taxi fi rm in 
Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick. Most ranks 
have “Rank Reps” who have a stock of magazines. 
Additionally, the magazine is available in the 
following locations:

01. Skan Taxi centre, Tolka Valley Business Park.
02. Emo Station (Mount Brown), Kilmainham.
03. Discount Till Rolls
04. TTnH Offi  ces, Santry Hall Ind. Est.
05. Fonthill Motor Factors.
06. Harbour Radiators.
07. The Kesh at Dublin  Airport.
08. Fonthill Autoparts.
09. Hailo, 12 Upper Mount Street.
10. Dublin Corporate Cabs, Ballymount Ind Est.
11. Phoenix Motors, Prussia Street.
12. South Dublin Autos.
13. Ozone Cabs
14. Go Service Station, Kylemore Road.

TACSAÍ MAGAZINE
All correspondence should be addressed to:

Tacsaí Magazine, 4 Castleknock Mews, Old Navan Road, 
Castleknock, Dublin 15

Creative Top Publishing Ltd. publishes Tacsaí Magazine.
Company registration No. 534480

No part of Tacsaí Magazine may be reproduced without the 
prior consent of the publisher.

Disclaimer
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of 

the publisher.

Designer: Patrick Browne Design
Tel: 086 831 9322

Email: hello@patrickbrownedesign.com
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WE ARE 
RECRUITING NOW
Due to new accounts and customers, Xpert 

Taxis is actively recruiting drivers NOW.
XPERT CAN HELP YOU:
• Guarantee your income.
• Maximise your earning potential.
• Reduce your working hours.
• Work with a company that 

appreciates you.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
• Male and female drivers.
• Must be presentable & professional.
• Good street knowledge of Dublin.
• Day and evening drivers required.
• Clean cars of a good standard.

INTERESTED?
Call our drivers hotline
01 255 8247 / 087 793 0114
if you wish to attend our 
open day.
ben@xperttaxis.com
www.xperttaxis.com
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CABBIE 
CHRISTMAS!
DTSCO bring festive cheer to 
Special Children

T he Dublin Taxidriver’s Special Children’s Day 
Out don’t just roll out the good-will every 
September.

The organisation are well known for their 
annual September event; a great day-trip from 

Parnell Square to Leopardstown, but their operation is 
year-round.

From fund-raising kayaking across the Irish Sea to 
Santa Convoys, it’s a mammoth eff ort by all involved to 
increase funding, increase awareness of the event for all 

drivers and increase what is given back to those special 
people that make the event what it is every year.

We here at Tacsaí have spoken to those associated 
for the last number of years, and we never fail to be 
impressed by the volume of work going on behind the 
scenes.

This Christmas just gone, the DTSCO were feeling the 
festive spirit in a big way, and so with taxis in tow, they 
made it their mission to spread some festive cheer!

We spoke to Paul Matthews to hear all about it.
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CABBIE 
CHRISTMAS!

Paul said: “The weekend before Christmas we decided 
to do a Santa Convoy. Black Adder, the DTSCO branded 
taxi, was Santa’s sleigh for the day.

“Accompanied by a number of other decorated taxis, 
the taxis were lit for the event with Christmas lights and 
looked great as they travelled around the city.

“First stop was the Carmona Special National School 
in Glenegeary. Santa visited the children with lots of 
presents and goodies.

“It was then onto TGI Fridays Airside and 
Leisureplex, Coolock, to surprise some more children 
with some goodies. It was then onto the O’Reilly Family 
in Finglas and the Poole Family in Kilnamanagh. Santa 
paid a visit to the homes of these special children

with some presents.”
This was a new feature on the DTSCO calendar, so are 

there plans afoot to make this a regular event?
Paul added: “This was a fi rst for the Dublin Taxidrivers 

Special Childrens Outing team and it was a tremendous 
success and it is planned again for 2016.

“Without the help of our sponsors National Security 
Systems, TGI Fridays, Leisureplex, The Herald and 
Q102 it would not have been possible to put smiles on 
the children’s faces.”

To get in touch with the DTSCO, fi nd out how to 
get involved in the 2016 Day Out, contact Paul via 
their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
dublintaxidayout/ and become part of one of the taxi 
industry’s most amazing days.

06-07_TM_IRL_02-03_16_ED_Santa.indd   2 02/02/2016   14:14



DRIVERS…
Are you interested in learning how you can earn 
money driving fully licensed hired taxis?

Are you frustrated by poor service, lack of 
reliable support and poorly maintained cars?

Do you want to work with a professional taxi 
service that understands that when you sit 
around waiting, you aren’t making money?

YES? THEN CONTACT US
01 409 1000       087 991 0920
www.dublincorporatecabs.ie

THE TAXI RENTAL FLEET 
WHICH WON’T BE BEAT

We are Ireland’s premier taxi hire company offering 
fully-serviced, insured and licensed fl eet vehicles.

TAXI RENTAL SPECIALS
CALL US TODAY!!!

01 409 1000

Dublin Corporate Cabs   Unit 3, Block N, Ballymount Drive, 
Ballymount Ind Estate, Walkinstown, D12
01 409 1000 or 087 991 0920       www.dublincorporatecabs.ie       

FULLY LICENSED, FULLY INSURED AND FULLY SERVICED

Unit 3, Block N, Ballymount Drive, 

Complete Taxi Rental
Support
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10%
DISCOUNT

When you mention 
Tacsaí Magazine

NEW
STATE-OF-THE-ART

4-WHEEL COMPUTERISED 
ALIGNMENT

NEW TYRES FROM €35
USED TYRES FROM €20

TAXI DRIVERS
ARE OUR PRIORITY!!!

AUTOHUB - IRELAND’S FAVOURITE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE
• ALL MECHANICS SIMI APPROVED.
• BODY REPAIRERS VBRA.
• BUMPER SCRATCHES.
• DENTS.
• INSURANCE CLAIMS HANDLED.
• COLLISION REPAIRS, ALL MAKES.

NEW

STATE OF THE ART

ACCIDENT

REPAIR CENTRE

OPENED

IN JUNE 2014

BEFORE AFTER

TYRE 

CENTRE

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

OF TYRES
ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

OF TYRES

Complete Taxi Rental
Support

FULL SERVICE FROM ONLY €99

AUTOHUB
Unit 3, Block N, Ballymount Drive
Ballymount Ind Estate, Walkinstown, D12
087 991 0920       www.autohub.ie
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JUMPING JACK FLASH,
IT’S A GAS!
LPG IS THE WAY OF THE FUTURE

T exaco Airside Swords, on the Swords Road, in 
conjunction with Ozone Cars and FLOGAS brings 
Liquefi ed Petroleum Gas (LPG) ever closer to Irish 
taxi drivers. LPG Autogas will be available on Dublin’s 
northside on March 1st.

Frank Grant, proprietor of this prime Texaco and LPG site says 

he “warmly welcomes LPG to his 22 year family run business,  as 
drivers are looking for it more these days”. He says it adds value 
to his business as he has a growing taxi customer base. He is 
off ering a ‘€5 Taxi wash’ for new customers in his now easier-to-
access site.  

In immediate proximity to the M1 and Dublin Airport, this LPG 

ozone cars
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facility is the fi rst of its kind in Dublin with LPG being dispensed 
at the HGV pumps 24hrs - without the need to pre-pay. Flogas 
are developing their network nationally, adding 15 more strategic 
locations to the 80 existing current sites provided by all service 
providers. Download the myLPG.eu app to fi nd FLOGAS locations 
near you.  

Frank Rock, Sales Director with Ozone Cars identifi ed that the 
eCab Prius and LPG drivers needed a prime LPG location in the 
area. Texaco, he says “is perfect for drivers. It’s got an excellent 
Deli (with the Q-Mark Award), a sit down area, Payzone, off  
licence, Lotto and they accept all major cards including DCI. Have 
you tried their Tim Horton’s coff ee?”, says Frank Grant. 

Don’t be alarmed if you see vans and HGV trucks pulling in for 
gas too? They also are enjoying the big savings of LPG. A litre of 
LPG is traditionally half the price of petrol and its being retailed at 
just €0.68 per litre (incl VAT). Talk to Ozone about your next LPG 
car to buy, to rent or a price to convert your car, van or truck. 

PLANNING TO UPGRADE YOUR CAR? – THINK DIFFERENT 
& PLAN LPG 
If you plan to change your taxi this year or sometime soon, you 
‘cannot ignore the savings’ using LPG. If you’re in a thirsty car, 
like others, you could fi nd yourself spending €35 a shift or €210 
per week on fuel- or more. Did you know, that a fuel-effi  cient Prius 
or Avensis for example converted professionally could see real 
savings as high as €140 per week in your pocket when  converted 
to Autogas. Over three years, the net savings could be as high as 
€21,000 - or the cost of your next new car. We knew this would 
get you thinking! 

LPG CONVERTED CARS & AVAILABILITY 
There are a number of specialist LPG installers nationwide but 

few off er a one-stop shop of taxi car sales, LPG conversions, 
warranty and the practical know-how. At Ozone Cars & Cabs they 
provide for sale and rent, a wide range of vehicles LPG converted 
for their customers- which includes repayment options. Their LPG 
vehicles now include Toyota Prius 2007 to 2016 and the latest 
Prius+ 7 seater. With a booking deposit for the petrol cars bought, 
they are converting the traditional and latest Avensis automatics, 
Ford Focus Ecoboost and the ever aff ordable Dacia Logan MCV. 
Also the latest Skoda Superb, Rapid and Octavia are available. All 
deliver up to 50% fuel savings. 

When do I start saving?
You start saving fuel and money from the fi rst day you install. For 
each kilometre driven you will halve your journey costs. LPG is 
available from €0.68c per litre. 

LPG conversion costs? 
Most of the recommended LPG converters charge between €950 
and €1300 for most basic engines. Warranty is now available. 
Heard about Ozone’s 50:50 incentive deal? 

What is my payback period?
This depends on your annual mileage but most full-time taxi 
drivers save: 

1. If driving 1,000 miles per week in a thirsty 30 MPG car, you 
buy €165 diesel per week - the conversion payback period is then 
just 18 weeks 

2. If driving 1,200 miles per week in a thirsty 35 MPG car, you 
buy €165 diesel per week - the conversion payback is then just 
18 weeks 

What happens if I run out of LPG?
Use your smart phone app to fi nd your nearest fi lling station but 
don’t worry as your dual fuelled car will automatically run on petrol. 
Most drivers keep just 10 L petrol in reserve. 

Can I get LPG after hours?
At Texaco Swords you now can. Many distributors have LPG up to 
8 PM each evening and some have 24 hour access. The industry 
plans to grow the network rapidly in 2016. 

Phone Ozone Cabs today on 01 902 3020 for any LPG 
conversion enquiries. Alternatively come in for a test-drive and 
see the savings yourself. LPG is also available at Ozone’s garage 
in Bluebell Business Park, Nass Rd, D12 – opposite Homebase.in Bluebell Business Park, Nass Rd, D12 – opposite Homebase.

LPG IS
AVAILABLE FROM 

JUST €0.68c
PER LITRE.
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WALKING 
THE RANK
88 year old driver 
Edward Broe speaks 
out on closures

E dward Broe is like a lot of taxi drivers working in 
Dublin City Centre in 2016 – Edward is fi nding it 
harder to make a living due to the closure of vital 
ranks around the capital city. However, Edward 
is unlike many other drivers, who’ve worked the 

Shelbourne rank.
Edward is 88 years old.
The Country’s capital has indeed – through the will of the 

powers that be – closed ranks on the main street in the Fair 
City and on other streets too. 

While Edward told Tacsaí “having been in the business 70 
years it’s at its hardest now. They’re making it diffi  cult for us to 
go out and do a bit or work.” 

On top of that, we now have to consider the environmental 
aff ects of the rank closures too!

Taxi drivers are losing between fi ve and nine litres of fuel 
a day due to the removal of taxi ranks across the city – a 
serious environmental issue which Tony Rowe is raising with 
Government.

Driver Tony, who is the spokesperson for taxi drivers on the 
National Transport Association Committee, has claimed that 
more than 30 tonnes of fossil fuel are being wasted every day 
in the capital, as an average of 13,000 taxis are forced to stay 
on the road due to a lack of taxi ranks.

Tony said: “Taxi ranks are being closed at an alarming rate 
and because of this drivers have nowhere to park and are 
forced to keep driving around the city streets.

“We surveyed more than 500 taxi drivers and discovered 
that drivers are losing between fi ve and nine litres of fuel every 
day, which equates to a total loss of around 30 tonnes of fossil 
fuel daily – just by taxi drivers.

“Besides drivers losing money and working extra hours to 
cover costs, this is causing a serious ecology issue in Dublin 
city – and it fl ies in the face of all the conservation eff orts being 
done.

“Thousands of taxi drivers on the roads of Dublin city also 
signifi cantly adds to congestion problems.”

He added: “This situation is easily addressed and we have 
identifi ed a number of sites that would be suitable for taxi 
ranks.

“However, no action has been taken by Government and 
ranks continue to be closed down – with the landmark rank at 
the top of O’Connell Street also earmarked for closure.

“We are getting calls from taxi drivers every day on this and 
members of the public, especially older people and wheelchair 
users, who are being greatly inconvenienced by the closure of 
ranks.

“There’s only 500 full-time spaces for taxis in the city centre, 
it’s just lunacy.”

The NTAC has made representations to Government and 
also to the European Commission and the Council of Europe.

The Department of Transport has said that a number of the 
ranks are being removed to facilitate the extension of the Luas 
and that some will be relocated.

However, local drivers have refuted this, claiming that ranks 
have been closing down right across the city.
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‘DEREGULATION DRIVERS’ FACE 
MASSIVE COURT BILL

I
n late January, Mr Justice Michael Peart awarded costs 
against Alphonsus Muldoon, Vincent Malone and � omas 
Kelly following their failed action against the Department 
of Environment and Local Government and two local 
authorities.

However, the judge granted a 28-day stay on the costs order to 
allow for an appeal. � e test case was taken on behalf of 1,100 taxi 
drivers seeking compensation due to losses they felt were incurred 
by deregulation in 2000, when the cost of taxi licences plummeted 
overnight.

Brie� ng documents prepared for current Minister for Transport 
Paschal Donohoe in 2014 indicated that the State may have faced 
claims of over 400 million euro if the licence lawsuit was successful.

Speaking after the ruling, former National Taxi Drivers Union 
president Tommy Gorman indicated that he had always believed the 
costs bill would be lowered because it was an important test case, even 
after Mr Justice Peart ruled against them last October.

“We were never expecting this. We were expecting there might 
be some form of mitigation, maybe some form of discretion or 
� exibility,” he said.

He hopes there will be a “rally” for Mr Muldoon, Mr Malone 
and Mr Kelly to help with the costs. “We understood that when 
you take a test case costs would never be levelled against you, but 
Judge Peart didn’t mention the words “test case”, even though our 
legal team referred to it when the submissions were set out on the 
last day,” he said.

� e three sought damages and declaratory orders claiming that 
because the minister and/or the named local authorities (Dublin City 
Council and Ennis Town Council) permitted a licensing regime to 
operate as it did over so many years, they su� ered immediate and 
signi� cant losses as a result of overnight deregulation.

Mr Muldoon and Mr Kelly claimed the minister and State acted 
beyond their powers by delegating the role of deciding on the number 
of licences to the local authorities and in breach of their right to earn a 
livelihood and constitutional rights.

Mr Muldoon also sought declarations, including that the city 
council acted contrary to competition law and the defendants, or 
some of them, had been unjustly enriched as a result of the regulatory 
regime operated and/or approved by them.

Last October, Mr Justice Peart ruled the claims made by all three 
men must be dismissed. Dealing with costs, he declined to certify 
for two senior counsel for the State and Dublin City Council after 
lawyers argued a great deal of work had had to be put into the matter. 
� e defendants denied the claims.

� e judge said the issue of whether there should be costs for two 
senior counsel was within the power of the Taxing Master.

Mr Gorman said it was a “bad day for the profession in every sense”, 
and said Mr Kelly was an example of how licensed drivers’ livelihoods 
were adversely a� ected by deregulation. “He bought in at £140,000 
about three months before deregulation, so you can understand the 
substantial mortgage that was there,” Mr Gorman said.

� e costs are expected to be “substantial”.

Three taxi drivers face a multimillion euro legal bill following their failed suit over 
industry deregulation. The High Court decision is “devastating”, said a former 
leader of a taxi drivers’ representative group.
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O.C. CARS & MOBILITY LTD.
QUALITY NEW AND USED CARS

VOLKSWAGON CADDY PEUGEOT EXPERT PEUGEOT PARTNER

• O.C. Cars & Mobility are one of Ireland’s 
leading suppliers of wheelchair-accessible 
taxis.

• We carry an extensive range of 2010 to 2015 
Premier & Eurobus taxis in stock.

• Our vehicles come complete with the 
Technical assessors report.

• All our vehicles have full European type 
approval and complies with the current taxi 
regulations.

GIVE US A CALL TO CHECK ON OUR CURRENT STOCK 
ON 01 833 2301 OR 01 805 4000
OR VIEW OUR RANGE ON WWW.OCCARS.IE

15February / March 2016  Tacsaí

15_TM_IRL_02-03_16_ADS.indd   1 02/02/2016   13:56



16 Tacsaí  February / March 2016

SKY’S THE LIMIT 
FOR CLOUD-BASED 
DISPATCH SYSTEM
Irish company iCabbi leading the way

W hen it comes to leading the world, Ireland 
really is putting its best foot forward in the 
technology sector in recent years.

It’s little wonder Google, Facebook and 
Dell have fl ocked to these shores as our 

island became the little green giant favoured among many 
tech companies. But it’s not just the foreign multi-nationals 
that have boosted our international reputation but the 
home-grown Irish companies that are blazing a trail.

Dublin taxi technology company iCabbi is just one of 

those trailblazers!
The company is holding nothing back this year in a bid 

to increase sales by 300% and achieve a turnover of €8m.
The growth rate of the fi ve year old start-up shot up last 

year when turnover leapt from €670,000 to €2.6m, and the 
staff  size, too, expanded from 24 to 44.

By the end of last year, iCabbi was providing dispatch 
technology for 3,000 taxis in the US, 18,000 in the UK and 
2,400 in Ireland.

Company founder and chief executive Gavan Walsh 
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says iCabbi’s success is due to the eff ectiveness of its 
technology.

“We have developed the most advanced cloud-based 
taxi dispatch system on the market.

“Some of our customers are doing over 100,000 bookings 
a week — none of our competitors in this space can match 
this volume.”

Back in 2012, iCabbi was one of the fi rst companies to 
off er cloud-based dispatch systems to taxi companies.

The advantages of making it cloud-based, explains Mr 
Walsh, are that it’s less expensive for companies than 
buying hardware.

He says the key selling point for iCabbi’s business-to-
business solution is that it allows large taxi companies to 
compete more eff ectively in a marketplace where business-
to-consumer apps Uber and Hailo are being widely used.

The original iCabbi software, launched in 2010, was 
actually a business-to-consumer solution.

While lost in a remote area of Portugal in 2009, Mr Walsh 
decided that the market needed a smartphone app for 
locating and booking a taxi.

Over the next two years he worked on the idea with 
freelance developer Niall O’Callaghan and Bob Nixon, who 
is now iCabbi’s sales director.

Established in 2010, iCabbi launched on the market by 
providing the new app to 320 independent taxi drivers in 
Dublin.

In 2011 it changed direction, and began working on a 
dispatch system.

During 2011, iCabbi signed up with the NDRC launchpad 
accelerator programme in Dublin, recruited two staff  and 
launched the fi rst version of the iCabbi app.

“We re-launched on November 6 2012, going live with 
400 taxis in Dublin,’’ says Mr Walsh, adding that at this time 
iCabbi raised €650,000 from Enterprise Ireland, AIB Seed 

Fund and Bloom Equity.
In 2013, iCabbi made a move on the UK market 

while developing the dispatch system to meet diff erent 
requirements there.

By 2014, the company was gaining traction in both Ireland 
and the UK. Early customers included a London company 
with 400 cars and one in Leeds with 900.

While focusing on the UK market, iCabbi was approached 
by a US company which wanted its technology.

“We weren’t ready for this, but they came to Dublin and 
we gave them a system. They went live with 360 cars in 
Washington, Virginia, in the summer,” says Mr Walsh.

These customers went on to become resellers of iCabbi 
technology in the US and subsequently employees of the 
company.

“In 2015, sales took off  in both the UK and the US — at 
the end of the year we sponsored the TLPA, the largest taxi 
trade show in the US.

“Now we are providing iCabbi dispatch systems to 16 
companies with approximately 3,000 cars — all over the 
US.”

He says that in the UK iCabbi sells to over 100 large taxi 
companies which collectively have over 18,000 cars.

“We have over 50% of companies with over 500 cars in 
the UK,” Mr Walsh says, adding that in Ireland, iCabbi has 
70% of the taxi fi rms with over 50 cars.

The aim for 2016 is to increase the number of cars to 
40,000 in the UK and to 12,000 in the US.

To make this happen, iCabbi has launched a funding 
round with a view to raising up to €5m and is planning to 
recruit 20 new staff .

The long-term plan is to become “a global leader in taxi 
dispatch technology”.

Mr Walsh says he will consider an IPO in a few years 
when turnover gets to €40m.
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DUBLIN’S TYRE SPECIALISTS
TOP QUALITY TYRES

TOP QUALITY TYRES   DUBLIN’S TYRE SPECIALISTS
UNIT 6, 50 ROSEMOUNT BUSINESS PARK, BALLYCOOLIN, DUBLIN 11, DUBLIN

01 899 1991 / 087 273 5535       WWW.TOPQUALITYTYRES.IE

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT, SERVICING CLUTCHES, TIMING BELTS, PRE NCT CHECKS

With over 50 years experience in the motor trade 
and with two full time mechanics on duty Top 
Quality Tyres are your one-stop-shop for tyres 
and servicing.

CALL IAN TODAY ON
01 899 1991  OR  087 273 5535

• A LEADING TYRE 
SUPPLIER IN THE NORTH 
DUBLIN AREA

• 24 HOUR MOBILE 
BREAKDOWN SERVICE

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE

• COMFORTABLE WAITING 
AREA FOR CUSTOMERS

• AMPLE OFF-STREET 
PARKING

• FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS

FREE

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

WITH EVERY SET OF TYRES SOLD

T&Cs APPLY

CALL US TODAY ON

01 899 1991
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FIRESTARTER

STICKS 

€2 PER BAG
OR

3 FOR ONLY €5

COAL 

€20KG ONLY €8
OR

40KG ONLY €15

TURF 

€4 EACH
OR

3 FOR €10

LOGS 

€4 EACH
OR

3 FOR €10

LARGE

SELECTION OF 

WINTER TYRES 

IN STOCK

BALANCED WITH 
NEW VALVE

195/65/15 €50

€50

WE’RE THE CHEAPEST IN THE CITY

€35

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES

THE TAXI’S 
FRIEND

FULL RANGE OF BLACKLION TYRES
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Parish Life Ltd. T/A Premier Insurances is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Parish Life Ltd. T/A Premier Insurances is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie

Contact your local 
representative:
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representative:
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Contact your local 
representative:
Sinéad Smith
087 981 0034
sinead@premierinsurances.ie Parishlife Ltd t/a Premier Insurances 

are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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TTnH WITHDRAW 
SUPPORT FOR LABOUR

D
ublin taxi drivers who campaigned for 
Labour in the last general election are 
expected to withdraw their support for the 
embattled party.

Drivers affiliated with the Tiomanai Tacsai 
na hEireann (TTnH), which represents up to 1,500 full-
time drivers, were encouraged to vote for both Labour 
and Sinn Fein in the 2011 election.

The group lobbied their drivers, and families of those 
with a relative who was a taxi driver, to give preference 
to Labour based on their policy document outlining 
measures they would take to improve the industry.

The group also included Sinn Fein in their information 
drive and asked people to give preference to candidates 
from both parties, sending out 20,000 text messages 
and delivering 10,000 leaflets.

However, David McGuinness, of the TTnH, said that 
the Labour Party have failed to deliver on any of their 
pre-election promises.

“It would have been significant in raising support for 
them, especially in Dublin. They also delivered copies 
of the document in areas where taxi drivers were living. 
I got one pushed through my door,” he said.

“The overwhelming feeling is that Labour let us down 
the last time and we wouldn’t be encouraging drivers 
to vote for them again.”

It is expected that a vote will be taken tonight to 
decide who they should lend their support to.

A number of issues will be high on the list of issues for 
taxi drivers, Mr McGuinness said.

These include a lack of an independent appeals 
process for people who have their licence requests 
turned down, high insurance premiums, the removal of 

city centre taxi stands and proposals to ban taxis from 
College Green.

The TTnH have asked members to question politcians 
in the coming weeks as they come to our doorsteps 
and to bring up the important issues such as asking for 
a copy of theirs or their party’s taxi policy document, 
also to ask what they are doing about illegal transport 
and operators i.e. Rickshaws. 

Further issues for the politicians to address is the 
closure of College Green to taxis and the removal 
of right hand turns for taxis at O’Connell Bridge and 
Cathal Brugha St.  

This election could see a massive sea change in the 
political landscape in Ireland. Well-informed drivers will 
be able to get their point across to all parties and that 
opportunity should not be missed.

McGuinness speaks out

Dave McGuinness

22_TM_IRL_02-03_16_ED_Drivers.indd   1 02/02/2016   13:53



23_TM_IRL_02-03_16_AD_AXA.indd   1 02/02/2016   13:54



24_TM_IRL_02-03_16_AD_Crunch.indd   1 02/02/2016   14:49



Oscar’s Garage, Unit 6, Finglas Bus Pk, Tolka Valley Rd, Dublin 11
oscarsgarage.ie       info@oscarsgarage.ie       087 740 8860       01 531 3928

KP Taxis Ltd, Unit 6, Finglas Bus Pk, Tolka Valley Rd, Dublin 11
kptaxis.ie       info@kptaxis.ie       087 740 8860       01 531 3928

Supply and Fit TAXI Accesories:
Mirror taxi meters, printers, taxi roof signs, coin 
holders, safety equipment, receipt rolls, branding, 
taxi rental

Vehicle Services and Maintenenace:
• Electrical & mechanical work
• Comprehensive car diagnostics, Eobd, abs and 

air bags
• Timing belts, head gasket, clutch kits/duall mass 

flywheel replacement
• Complete engine repairs and servising:
• Reconditioning of the starting motor, alternator 

works while you wait
• suspensions
• 4-Wheel alignment, tyres, wheel balancing & 

punctures repairs
• batteries
• Pre-nCT check
• supply & fit lights: xenons, led bulbs etc.
• Light alignment
• Mig welding
• air-con system recharge
• supply and fit reverse sensors and cameras, 

CCTv cameras
• Key programming
plus more ...no job too big or too small

• Taxi Equipment
• Taxi Rental
• Garage Services

kptaxis.ie       info@kptaxis.ie       087 740 8860       01 531 3928
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FOR BEST SERVICE & QUALITY
35 YEARS SERVICING TAXI INDUSTRY

SKAN TAXI CENTRE

7 Tolka Valley Business Park (off Ballyboggan Rd), Glasnevin, Dublin 11
01 830 8877          087 741 1706  /  087 741 1773          info@skan.ie          www.skan.ie GO TO WWW.SKAN.IE
SKAN TAXI CENTRE
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SKAN AUTO ELECTRICAL 
HAVE ALL YOU NEED

L
ast month we spoke to Ken Gill, the owner of 
Skan Auto Electrical, to hear about his company’s 
great products and services for the taxi industry.

In 1983 Ken Gill formed the company, providing 
a new service to taxi drivers and motorists 

in Dublin. On the strength of this Ken went on to set up 
Vehicle Safety Equipment. 

 Ken had served his time in one of the  oldest Auto 
Electrical companies in Ireland and by the time he qualified 
he had gained great respect from his peers for his ability 
and knowledge. The experience Ken has built up since he 
started and shares with his team, is complemented with 
his friendly approach to his customers and his goal to look 
after each one as best as possible. 

This policy of customer respect has proved to be the 
foundation of his success as the old saying “people buy 
people, not products” has meant that Ken has enjoyed the 
loyalty of his customers and they in turn a service second 
to none. 

September 2015, saw a legendary visitor to Skan HQ, 
with ex-Irish international defender Paul McGrath out to 

visit the company’s Open Day. The former Aston Villa 
man mingled with workers and customers for the day, and 
played cabbie as he tested out some of the company’s 
products.

The company, of course, specialises in taxi accessories; 
the highest quality taxi metres come with certified 
installation. Skan Taxi Centre’s various taximeter models 
guarantee satisfaction of almost all customer requirements. 
Among the company’s top selling product is the Semitron 
P6S Mirror Meter.

Skan Taxi Centre also has a complete range of taxi roof 
signs, plates, parts & accessories.  From coin dispensers 
to log books, Skan Taxi Centre has everything you need. 
They also stock a variety of accessories, I.D holders, fire 
extinguishers, coin holders, log books, paper money 
holders, receipt pds and much, much more. 

Got a question? Call Skan on  01 830 8877  or go to 
their very convenient location at 7 Tolka Valley Business 
Park,  Skan  are open for business between 9-6 from 
Monday to Friday. Alternatively, you can go to www.skan.
ie or www.vehiclesafetyequipment.ie for more information.

We speak to Ken Gill
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We deliver to you!
Contact Peter for any enquiries  Give us a call today on: 

087 636 3973

We also supply the following parts: 
WING MIRRORS / HEADLIGHTS / WINDOW REGS / BUMPERS / 

CLUTCHES / SHOCKS / BRAKES /SERVICE KITS & LOTS MORE!!!

L&C MOBILE AUTO PARTS.
We supply the following parts at trade prices.

ATTENTION TAXI DRIVERS

EXOL 5W 30 
Fully synthetic oil, low sap.
Suitable for all 
makes & models
€18

WIPER BLADES 
Standard . Any Size 
€7.00 PER SET OF 2

BATTERIES 
3 Year Warranty 
063 (€35.00)
065 (€45.00)
096 (€55.00 

€5.00

WIPER BLADES 
Aero Trico range, exact fi t 

Best on the market!
€20.00 PER SET. ANY SIZE

CAR MATS
Standard

€8.00

Blue 1 Litre Concentrated 
€4.50

COOLANT 

BULBS 
H1 H4 H7 H3 
Neolux Premium Brand
€3.50

SCREEN WASH 
5 LITRE 
€4.00

ENGINE OIL 10W 40 EXOL 
Shell Base Oil 
5 Litre 
€15.00

BULBS 
Standard Reverse / 

Brake /Sidelights / No Plates 
/ Fog Lamps

€1 EACH

COOLANT 
Red 1 litre concentrated WE WON’T 

BE BEATEN 
ON PRICE.
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18-MONTH SENTENCE 
FOR LIMERICK DRIVER

A
n 18-month prison sentence has been handed 
down to a taxi driver who falsely accused 
another taxi driver of sexually assaulting him 
in a Limerick City pub.

In early January, Gary Ryan, 45, of Kilmurray 
Road, Garryowen pleaded guilty to a number of charges 
relating to incidents in August and September 2012.

Limerick Circuit Court was told he made a formal 
complaint to gardai in September 2012 - less than a month 
after he had assaulted the same taxi driver with a wheel 
brace.

Sergeant Viv Downey said the defendant made a graphic 
and detailed statement outlining details of the alleged 
sexual assault and that he reiterated the allegations 
following his arrest.

However, CCTV footage from another city centre pub 
showed the other taxi driver was with his wife at the time 
of the alleged assault.

The second taxi driver suffered marital difficulties as a 
result of the false allegations and was the subject of gossip 

within the taxi industry. “It was a case of there being no 
smoke without fire,” said John O’Sullivan BL, prosecuting

Judge Tom O’Donnell was while Mr Ryan made 
admissions in relation to the assault, he claimed his drink 
had been spiked by the injured party.

The victim sustained a broken nose and some cuts to his 
face during the assault.

Mark Nicholas BL, said there was something “curious” 
about his client’s behaviour and that he is “not the type of 
person who goes around seeking out trouble”.

Imposing sentence, Judge O’Donnell said there had been 
a “complete waste of valuable garda time and resources,” 
as a result of Mr Ryan’s complaint. 

He said the violence used in the assault was an aggravating 
factor as was the making of the fictitious complaint.

He noted the defendant’s plea was an “acceptance he 
told lies” and that there have been no further incidents 
since.

He imposed a three-year prison sentence, suspending 
the final 18 months for three years.

Limerick Circuit Court

Sexual assault claim on fellow driver lands man in prison
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TAXI INDUSTRY TAKE ON LABOUR

WHO OFFERS 
A FARE DEAL 
FOR THE TAXI 
INDUSTRY?

H ere come the political cavalry. It’s that time again; 
your doorstep is about to be cluttered by a bevy of 
smiling candidates and their various entourages. Your 
letterbox will be full of beautifully photo-shopped grins 
promising everything from � ying pigs to pots of gold.

It’s o�  cially silly season... alas it would be silly of us here at Tacsaí 
Magazine not to indulge. After all, it’s always entertaining if nothing 
else. At the time of writing, the o�  cial election date has not yet been 
announced. Rumours have abounded of February 26th,. All will 
soon be revealed by Taoiseach Enda Kenny.

General Election 2016 promises to be a whopper. Fine Gael – 
seemingly only slightly hurt from � ve years of unpopular policies – 
are static at around 30%, Fianna Fáil have clambered to 20%, Sinn 
Féin are a point behind at 19% while Labour languish back at 7% 
- a huge fall from their 2011 high. No party will have the ability to 
govern in a single-party government, so who will get into bed with 
whom when all is said is done?

� e current Fine Gael-Labour coalition won’t have the required 
numbers unless they bring in a third party. Many pundits have 
speculated about a Fine Gael-led Fine Gael-Fianna Fáil coalition 
although both parties have been quick to dispel those rumours. 
� e bookies don’t believe them, however, and that outcome is the 
bookies’ tip for our next government. Recent speculation has mooted 
a Fianna Fáil-Sinn Féin government – with the bigger party taking 
the hot-seat. � at’s an interesting one to watch as conceivably it could 

happen. Although doubts remain as to whether Gerry Adams’ party 
would go into government as the junior party.

� e new faces on the scene – Renua and the Social Democrats – 
could have a role to play, as could the Green Party, who will be hoping 
to get their foot back in the door at Leinster House after a disastrous 
2011 election.

It all makes for a potentially fascinating campaign. And for the 
taxi industry there are many questions on the lips of drivers up and 
down the country, who are still feeling the pinch despite the rhetoric 
coming from Enda’s crew that we are out of recession and getting 
ready to unleash another Celtic Tiger.

For the � rst time in 2011, the public transport sector was given its 
own ministry. North Tipperary’s Labour TD Alan Kelly came into 
o�  ce and promised to “clean up the taxi industry”. What followed 
was a raft of reviled policies, � e Vehicle Age Limit chief among them. 
Labour’s pre-election promises to the industry went out the window 
and the large majority of drivers who backed them felt betrayed. Still 
feeling the e¥ ects of the property crash and subsequent recession that 
hit in September 2008, the country was in near-depression mode. 
Imposing stricter controls at that time felt, in no uncertain terms, 
heartless.

In this, the 100-year anniversary of 1916, many are looking back 
remembering the heroes of that time who made the ultimate sacri� ce 
to help found this Republic. When James Connolly signed the 
Proclamation he may not have envisaged an Ireland that punishes 

Tacsaí Magazine speaks to the parties 
ahead the 2016 General Election.
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TAXI INDUSTRY TAKE ON LABOUR

the less well-o¥  while rewarding the 
speculators, the property developers who 
played a huge role in the recession here only to walk 
away unhurt as the s**t hit the fan. Many would think that the 
party who cite Connolly as their founder have lost their way.

So who can the industry turn to as the next election looms? Some 
parties you can take on their actions to this point. In saying that, we 
have asked every party to comment on this piece and give us their 
take on where the taxi industry stands right now and what their plans 
would be were they to � nd themselves in government. Some parties 
have declined to comment. Here are some of those that have taken 
some time to speak to the industry via the Tacsaí Magazine.

The Labour Party
� e Labour Party has always worked to ensure a high quality, e�  cient 
and sustainable taxi sector in the interests of both taxi users and 
drivers. � e “laissez faire” approach to taxi regulation that was in 
place when Labour entered government in 2011 was not working 
and we ended it. � rough the work of Labour Minister Alan Kelly 
during his time as Public Transport Minister 46 separate actions were 
initiated to improve the sector for consumers and drivers. Certain 
categories of criminals were removed from the sector and much 
stronger enforcement with Gardaí ensured.  

We also introduced stricter rules and controls on “Multiple 
Licenses” and ended the trading of taxi licenses. Under Labour, the 

� rst Taxi Regulation Bill in ten years was enacted. 
� ere were also a number of user enhancements 
introduced including a professional branding 
approach, a consumer-friendly “Driver Check 
App” and a Demerit system for taxis. Labour 
believes that the taxi industry is a key part of the 

public transport system and in government we will continue to work 
to ensure a well-regulated, safe and sustainable sector for consumers 
and taxi drivers.  Our manifesto will be issued in the next few weeks 
and that will outline future plans.

Dessie Ellis, Sinn Féin 
We opposed the Taxi Regulation Bill but the government has pushed 
it through and we have to deal with that reality.

� e 9 year rule has caused a lot of � nancial di�  culty especially 
given the current climate and the economic troubles of the last few 
years. We do though believe that standards are necessary to ensure 
that the industry is seen to be as safe and clean as possible but it 
shouldn’t be used simply to push drivers out of the industry. All 
transport industry bodies should have minimum standards and many 
do operate their own regulation though this should in future be set 
down in regulations.

We want to see a sustainable industry made up of full time taxi 
drivers who are serious about their work. High standards should be 
a part of that. We believe that drivers who wish to invest in their 

Tacsaí Magazine speaks to the parties 
ahead the 2016 General Election.
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business should be supported similarly to other business people 
measures to ease the burden on drivers so that they can meet these 
standards need to be looked at.

It also must be recognised that for taxi driving to be a job where a 
person can make a decent living the oversupply has to be dealt with 
and that means less taxi drivers. Cracking down on rogue drivers is 
not enough. Sinn Féin would work with taxi drivers as Labour and 
Fine Gael have failed to do. We would change the structure of the 
Taxi Advisory Council and its role within the NTA to give ordinary 
single license holders a greater voice. Sinn Féin do not have all the 
answers and we would seek to work with taxi drivers to develop a 
sustainable industry which provides great service and decent livings 
for those working in it.

We would implement a review of the recent taxi regulation changes 
to assess their e¥ ect on drivers and their fairness. � is would take 
particular focus on the license process with a view to dealing with 
oversupply by protecting existing full time drivers.

Maureen O’Sullivan, Independent
No doubt when the downturn came it was easy to get a taxi plate. 
Taxi drivers whose sole means of income was driving a taxi faced 
severe competition from double jobbers and the increase in those 
who found it so easy to get a taxi because it seemed to be the answer 
to the lack of jobs. Had that been handled more e�  ciently, we would 
have had a better industry. I believe the lack of regulation opened the 
� oodgates.

As with most jobs, it is all about exits and entrants, but in the taxi 
business the numbers are not matching. Far more are entering than 
exiting and this makes it very di�  cult for drivers to earn an adequate 
income. � is results in their working longer hours and sometimes 
working beyond the time they should be working. � ere are resulting 
issues to health and safety. If they work in excess of the permitted 
time, they could pose a serious risk to themselves, to passengers and 
to other road users. � erefore, tackling the number should be the 
� rst step.

I know the arguments against the regulating of numbers to 
competition, ensuring an adequate supply, ensuring new entrants, 
ensuring customers have a good supply and the fact that if the 
competition is not intense then standards will fall. However, I do 
not necessarily agree with all of that. � e Indecon report noted that 
attempts to restrict numbers has led to di�  culties because regulators 
were not especially good at estimating the level of supply needed to 
meet the demand. However that is no reason not to try and regulate 
the numbers to ensure reasonable competition.

A
s has been debated widely in the media 
recently, how should we as a country 
commemorate the 1916 Rising?

For many readers of Tacsaí Magazine, you will 
sit on ranks or drive by many landmarks of the 

historic rebellion. Whether by the GPO, Northumberland 
Road, Dame Street, Ashbourne or Enniscorthy, the Rising 
and its commemorations are a source of controversy and 
discord.

Some have criticised what they see as the current 
government’s underwhelming plans – along with their 

plans for the Moore Street area – as a disservice to the 
memory of those who fought and died 100 years ago. 
Many of you will have opinions of your own, so we here at 
Tacsaí HQ would like to invite you to submit your proposals 
for commemoration to us.

With all of the suggestions printed in our next edition, 
we would ask you to submit yours to our Editor at 
stephenyoung399@hotmail.com

Please remember to keep your submissions short and to 
the point. We look forward to hearing from as many of you 
as possible.

HOW SHOULD WE REMEMBER 
THE 1916 RISING?

RENUA
For the industry, we are in favour of consultation and recognise the 
important role taxis play in the transport sector. PSVs of all kinds 
provide vital links that support economic growth. We note the steps 
taken by the industry in recent years to improve its � eet and address 
behavioural issues that infrequently arise with a small minority 
of drivers. � at engagement has been progressive and has helped 
in many ways to reposition the industry from one that resists and 
opposes everything to a more collaborative partner. RENUA believes 
that this is absolutely the right approach for the taxi sector to take. 
It’s professionalisation in this regard stands in stark contrast to public 
transport companies that continue to oppose change and even minor 
competition on rail or Dublin bus routes. 

In terms of RENUA policy for taxi drivers our plans are hugely 
positive for the self employed. A � at tax rate of 23% would ensure 
those that work hardest earn the most. It will not penalise those that 
work long hours (within what is allowed by regulation) because they 
will not pay 55% rates of marginal tax anymore. � is is the single 
biggest and most positive change on a personal level that we can 
make. � e second positive change is the abolition of motor tax in lieu 
of a fuel surcharge. Much of this will be funded by eliminating waste 
in Garda checks that no longer become necessary, abolishing motor 
tax o�  ces across the country, freeing up the courts & prisons and will 
also bring 130k vehicles that are not taxed today into the net. � is 
is smart government. � e cost for taxi drivers would be capped at a 
maximum rate so that they do not pay the full fuel levy on every litre 
consumed - this will recognise the service they provide.
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URGENT!!!
NRC URGENTLY REQUIRE DRIVERS

HERE IS WHY YOU WILL BENEFIT

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

PETER KELLY ON 

01 708 9214  OR  EMAIL PETER@NRC.IE
OR DROP INTO OUR OFFICES AT 

40 JAMES’S STREET AND HAVE A CHAT AND A COFFEE!!

HERE IS WHY YOU WILL BENEFITHERE IS WHY YOU WILL BENEFIT

WEEKLY BASE FEE

OF JUST 

€93.50
INCLUDING AN IN-CAR

CREDIT CARD TERMINAL

• NRC CHARGES A WEEKLY BASE FEE OF €93.50, 
WHICH INCLUDES AN IN-CAR CREDIT CARD 
TERMINAL.

• DRIVERS ARE PAID WEEKLY AND DIRECTLY 
INTO THEIR BANK ACCOUNT.

• DRIVERS ARE EMAILED A WEEKLY WORK 
SHEET WHICH SHOWS ALL WORK DONE AND 
PAYMENT DUE. 

• THERE ARE NO HIDDEN CHARGES.

• SHOULD DRIVERS NEEDS ASSISTANCE OR 
HELP, THEY CAN CONTACT THE BASE VIA 
RADIO.

• NRC ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT IS OPEN 5 DAYS 
A WEEK TO ASSIST DRIVERS’ QUERIES.  

• NRC IS ALMOST 60 YEARS IN BUSINESS AND 
COVERS THE ENTIRE GREATER DUBLIN AREA.

• NRC IS A WHOLLY OWNED IRISH COMPANY. 

• NRC CURRENTLY EMPLOYS 40 FULL-TIME 
STAFF IN OUR CALL CENTRE AND OVER 
THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS THIS WILL 
INCREASE TO 45 FULL-TIME STAFF.

Due to a major increase in both 
full-fare cash, account & credit 
card work, NRC are currently 
recruiting drivers.
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INDUSTRY IN BIG WIN 
OVER PROPOSED CHANGES
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W e don’t often have to stop the presses on deadline day 
at Tacsaí Magazine for breaking news, but this was 
a biggie.

The TTnH, fresh from a meeting with the NTA and 
Dublin City Council along with other representative 

bodies, have announced some big wins in some controversial proposals. 
Speaking the Tacsaí Magazine in mid January, the organisation 

highlighted the challenging proposals (mandatory safety equipment and 
roof signs included) that at that time were still being debated. Those 
were:

In-Car Safety Equipment, CCTV and Roofsigns;  
The Report of the Taxi Regulation Review Group was published in 2012 
on foot of a wide-ranging Government review of the small public service 
vehicle (SPSV – taxi, hackney, limousine) industry. The aim of the 
Review, chaired by Minister Alan Kelly, was to allow consumers to have 
confidence in the SPSV industry, while also ensuring that legitimate and 
competent operators and drivers could be rewarded fairly by operating 
under a regulatory framework that is adequately enforced.  

The following issues and subsequent consultations arose from that 
review; 

1. Mandatory SPSV Driver Safety Equipment – a consultation on 
introducing a requirement for the mandatory provision of certain driver 
safety equipment in recognition of driver safety issues.  

2. Taxi Roof Signs – a consultation on the design of a new taxi roof sign 
that is more compact, is subject to restricted availability from authorised 
suppliers, and can display a greater level of information for consumer and 
compliance improvements.

In July, TTnH and 18 representatives from across Ireland connected 
to the Taxi Alliance met with the NTA regarding the proposal for New 
Roof signs and mandatory in-car safety equipment to include CCTV.

The meeting took place in the National Transport Authorities offices. 
Present from the NTA were, Hugh Creegan, Director of Transport, 
Investment and Taxi Regulation and Pat Byrne, Chairperson of the Taxi 
Advisory Committee. On opening the meeting regarding the proposal 
for new roof signs and in-car safety equipment to include CCTV, reps 
asked the following “was this a proposal from the NTA and where had 
it originated”. 

Reps where informed “the proposal for new roof signs and safety 
equipment to include CCTV had come from the industry during the 
review of taxis in 2012”. The NTA then informed that it was obliged to 
follow up this proposal with a submission process to both the industry 
and public. The industry groups present strongly objected to the 
mandatory nature of these proposals. It was decided shortly after that 
a joint submission from all the groups involved at this meeting would 
be the most strategic way of showing that the vast majority of operators 
were against these proposals. The submission process began in July and 
ran until September 25th.

In total 5,100 submissions were received by the NTA. The 
overwhelming majority of these proposals were returned by the groups 
involved in this campaign countrywide. TTnH  thanked all groups and 
individuals who took part in this process and due to the unified response 
from the industry and hoped for a positive outcome. This proposal was 

included on the agenda for the Taxi Advisory Committee scheduled for 
January 28th.

That meeting went as follows:
1) As the Garda PSV office is yet unable to verify tax clearance online, print out 

of e cert must accompany PSV application.
2) There will be no change to roof  sign or in-car security systems.
3) Dublin City Council will shortly make a legal  decision on bye laws for 

rickshaws.
4) New wheelchair Grant to be available from April 1st 2016. NTA to inform 

all drivers through its magazine that there’s no intention to change legislation to 
accomodate Uber ride-sharing anywhere in Ireland.

A resounding win for the taxi industry that will, no doubt, be welcomed 
by all!

TTnH and the Taxi Alliance also attended a meeting on January 18th with 
both the NTA and Dublin City Council engineers. The items discussed are 
listed below.   

Luas and Taxi stands;  
Following on from the drivers’ meeting held in the Regency on October 12th 
and the drivers objection to the removal of the O’Connell St taxi stand, this 
objection was conveyed to the NTA at this meeting. TTnH argued that the 
Taxi Industry should have a highly visible presence on O’Connell St and key 
locations with high footfall. The NTA and Dublin City Council took these 
arguments on board and follow-up meetings are being arranged to seek a 
resolution.

Public Events;  
TTnH received numerous complaints from members providing taxi services 
particularly at the 3 Arena. Members complained of being prevented from 
dropping off passengers at the arena and being unable to pick up passengers 
at the event while illegal transport i.e. rickshaw operators were operating 
freely. TTnH relayed these complaints to the NTA and DCC at this meeting. 
A proposal was put forward to provide temporary set down and pick up areas 
before and after these events. A meeting will take place with all relevant parties 
(An Garda Siochana, NTA and DCC) to follow up on this proposal. This 
issue will also be raised strongly at all upcoming Taxi Advisory Committee 
meetings.  If a satisfactory outcome for drivers is not achieved TTnH will be 
lodging objections to the licensing of future public events.  

Rickshaws;  
TTnH have strongly objected at all levels to illegal transport (rickshaws) 
operating in the city. The NTA and DCC have assured TTnH that proposals 
are being considered to tackle these operators. It is included in the agenda at 
the next Taxi Advisory Committee meeting on January 28th and we will keep 
members informed as to the outcome.  

Election 2016; 
It is highly likely before the publication of Tacsaí Magazine that politicians 
will be visiting your doorstep regarding the impending General Election and 
we would advise taxi drivers to ask politicians the following:
1. To ask for a copy of theirs or their party’s taxi policy document.
2. To ask what they are doing about illegal transport and operators i.e. Rickshaws.
3. The closure of College Green to taxis.
4. The removing of right hand turns for taxis at O’Connell Bridge and Cathal 
Brugha St. 

Taxi bodies’ emphatic ‘no’ to proposals a victory for all 
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Submissions being received by the NTA from drivers countrywide -
 (L-R: David Mc Guinness T.T.n.H., Gerard Macken Taxi Alliance of Ireland, 

Bobby Lynch Cork Taxi Council and Hugh Creegan Director of Transport 
Investment and Taxi Regulation)
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The new ŠKODA Superb. 
From €299 per month including three years servicing.
Imagine a car that blurs the line between beauty and functionality. Where style and spaciousness are in perfect 
harmony. Where there’s room for everything, except compromise. We imagined such a car and we call it the new ŠKODA 
Superb. Longer, wider, taller, lighter and packed with the latest technologies, the new Superb represents 120 years of 
forward thinking. From €26,995, the Superb will be one of the most talked about cars of 2016. Call into your local ŠKODA 
dealer and see the all-new Superb for yourself.

Terms and conditions apply. RRP prices displayed exclude dealer delivery and related fees. Typical Finance Example: Superb OTRP €27,595. Deposit / Part Exchange €8,178. 36 monthly payments 
of €299 (Including service plan of €13.99 per month). Optional Final Payment €10,798. Total cost of credit €1,791.28. Total hire purchase price €29,386. Minimum deposit is 10%. Subject to 
lending criteria. This offer is made under a hire purchase agreement. ŠKODA Finance is a trading style of Volkswagen Bank GmbH Branch Ireland, authorised by the Federal Financial Supervisory 
Authority in Germany and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for conduct of business rules. Images used for illustrative purposes only.

Bi-Xenon Headlights 
with LED day time lights

Smartphone compatible with 
latest Infotainment Systems

Largest interior in its class

TRAVEL IN STYLE. 
TRAVEL IN SPACE.

The most popular Superb model, the 
Ambition, is available with a host of 
standard features such as:

skoda.ie

Clever inside

Travel in Style A4.indd   1 11/01/2016   14:5736_TM_IRL_02-03_16_AD_Skoda.indd   1 02/02/2016   14:36



• Best grip and acceleration: From 0 to 100km/h in 7.6 
seconds; top speed 228 km/h

• Priced from €39,395 - €40,395
• Available as Liftback or Combi 
• More than 58,000 of the third-generation Octavia RS sold 

since 2013

D
ublin, 29 October 2015: � e ŠKODA Octavia RS is one 
of Ireland’s favourite performance models and recently it saw 
the addition of the powerful 2.0 TSI 230 bhp model as the 
fastest version in the range. But there is now a new, perhaps 
more relevant � agship model for Ireland in the form of the 

Octavia RS 4x4 DSG. 
“Since the launch of the RS to Ireland, we have always had the question, 

from both media and customers alike, as to if and when this car would gain 
all-wheel drive, and thankfully this has now been answered positively with 
this new model,” commented Raymond Leddy, Head of Marketing for 
ŠKODA Ireland. “With the addition of all-wheel drive, which provides for 
improved grip and acceleration, this makes one of the most complete cars 
you can buy today, even better.”

� e Octavia RS 4x4 is available with the 2.0-litre TDI 184bhp, which 
is the engine chosen by virtually all Octavia RS customers in Ireland and 
this is twinned with a six-speed DSG transmission. Power is distributed 
over the four wheels depending on the speci� c driving situation when the 
4x4 technology is active. � e wheels will not spin even when pulling away 
or accelerating rapidly. As with the standard front-wheel drive Octavia RS, 
the car features sports suspension with multi-link suspension and electronic 
di� erential lock XDS+ for dynamic cornering, progressive steering and 
numerous assistance systems for enhanced safety and comfort. 

� e Octavia RS with 4x4 and DSG accelerated faster to 100km/h than 
the front-wheel drive DSG equivalent (7.6 seconds vs 8.2 seconds) and a top 
speed of 228 km/h is possible. � e maximum torque of 380 Nm is available 
between 1,750-3,250 rpm. Combined fuel economy � gures are 4.9 l/100km 
and this corresponds to CO2 emissions of 129 g/km (Band B1 €270 annual 
motor tax). 

� e Octavia RS 4x4 DSG can be ordered now from ŠKODA retailers 
nationwide. Prices are €39,395 for the Liftback and €40,395 for the Combi 
(Estate) model.

For further details on ŠKODA Ireland, visit www.skoda.ie. 

For media queries, contact:
Emily Kelly, FleishmanHillard, 
087-9759248 / 01-6188413 / Emily.kelly@fl eishmaneurope.com 
 
For product queries, contact:
RAYMOND LEDDY Head of Marketing & Product ŠKODA 
Volkswagen Group Ireland Ltd., Block C, Liff ey Valley Offi  ce 
Campus, Liff ey Valley, Dublin 22, Ireland
T+353 1 8989852, F +353 1 8989853, M +353 87 2339377
raymond.leddy@skoda.ie       www.skoda.ie

ABOUT ŠKODA
ŠKODA is one of the longest-established vehicle production 
companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech headquarters 
in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the 
production of motorbikes and cars. ŠKODA currently has seven 
passenger car models; Citigo, Fabia, Roomster/Praktik, Rapid, 
Octavia, Yeti and Superb. In 2014 ŠKODA delivered more than 
1 million vehicles to customers worldwide for the fi rst time in 
a single year. In Ireland ŠKODA sold 6,295 in 2014 through a 
network of 26 dealers with a market share of 6.55%. ŠKODA 
has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen 
Group is one of the most successful automotive groups in the 
world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently 
manufactures and develops vehicles, as well as components, 
engines and gear transmissions.

Now with all-wheel drive and six-speed DSG

ŠKODA Octavia RS
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TAXI NEWS ROUND-UP FROM AROUND THE GLOBE.

WORLDWIDE 
REPORT
tHe PHilliPPines 
By all means taxi drivers may feel the need to keep themselves safe at 
times, far be it for us to pass judgement, however, here are events that 
transpired in Cubao in early January…

A passenger and the taxi driver he accused of wielding a katana, a 
sword used by Japanese samurai, have appeared at the office of the 
Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board. 

In a series of tweets by James Agustin of Radio dzBB, the passenger 
showed off cuts he sustained after allegedly being attacked by the 
driver at the LTFRB office. The taxi driver involved in the incident 
was questioned at the agency’s office. 

The passenger was identified as Bayani Arradaza, who hailed the 
cab at UP Village with his 10-year-old son to Project 4. He reportedly 
got into an argument with the driver identified as Manuel Publico, 
leading to the three of them dismounting at Columbia St. in Cubao. 

That was when the driver pulled out his blade and injured the 
passenger before getting back into his taxi and driving away. This is 
the latest incident of reports involving abuse by taxi drivers against 
passengers, a couple of which had gone viral on social media over the 
last several days. 

LTFRB board member Ariel Inton has expressed alarm over the 
spate of incidents. “Alarming in the sense that illegal acts are no longer 
about over-charging or refusal to convey passengers, now we’re talking 
about more violent acts such as attempted homicide, in other words, 
there are some drivers out there who are willing and ready to injure, 
and worse kill their passengers,” he said.

seAttle
Seattle has been seen as a leader on workers’ rights with moves that 
include gradually raising the minimum wage and requiring most 
employers to provide paid sick leave. Now the city has become the 
first in the nation to allow drivers of ride-hailing companies such as 
Uber and Lyft to unionize over pay and working conditions. The 
legislation approved by the City Council is seen as a test case for the 
changing 21st century workforce. 

Supporters erupted into cheers after council members voted 8-0 

in favour of the legislation, which the city expects to be challenged 
in court. It requires companies that hire or contract drivers of taxis, 
for-hire transportation companies and app-based ride-hailing services 
to bargain with their drivers, if a majority show they want to be 
represented. Drivers would be represented by non-profit organisations 
certified by the city. 

“My intent is to make sure that the people, the drivers, the workers 
in our community continue to have access to good wage jobs,” 
Council member Mike O’Brien said. 

He added innovation can continue to happen, but it shouldn’t be 
done at the expense of workers. Many drivers in Seattle are immigrants 
who depend on full-time work, but some make less than minimum 
wage and lack basic worker rights, such as sick leave and protection 
from retaliation, he said. The National Labour Relations Act does not 
extend collective bargaining rights to independent contractors. 

San Francisco-based Uber and others say federal labour law prevents 
cities from regulating collective bargaining, and the ordinance would 
violate federal antitrust laws. Opponents also argue it would be costly 
for the city to implement, it would violate drivers’ privacy since their 
information would be given to the organization, and it would stifle 
the growth of the on-demand economy. In a response to a request for 
a comment on the legislation, Uber said in a statement it is “creating 
new opportunities for many people to earn a better living on their 
own time and their own terms.”

neW YOrK
New York City taxi drivers will no longer have to take a written test 
in English to get a hack license under a new bill being proposed by 
the City Council.

The test — currently required for any green or yellow taxi driver — 
should be waived because it is a “significant barrier to entry to driving 
a taxi,” the Council wrote in announcing the bill.

City Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez, who is chairman of the 
Council’s Transportation Committee, sponsored the legislation.

Drivers will still have to be able to communicate with passengers 
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in English to get a license, but Rodriguez argued the written test is 
too strict. His office is in negotiations with the Taxi & Limousine 
Commission, which regulates the for-hire vehicle industry, over how 
to guarantee that drivers still can understand their passengers.

Currently, there is an audio portion of the taxi driver application 
process in which the applicant is asked questions in English.

It’s unclear if that part of the application process will remain 
unchanged.

The English language test isn’t a requirement for livery licenses — 
the type of license that Uber and other private company drivers must 
have, said Rodriguez — so eliminating it levels the playing field.

“This will create an equal level of service between taxis, liveries and 
black cars alike,” he said.

Other Council proposals to regulate the taxi industry released on 
Friday include requiring the city to administer a health care program 
for drivers — who are often uninsured — and hiking penalties for 
gypsy cabs that pick up illegal street hails.

A spokesman for the TLC said it is reviewing the bill, along with 
the other proposals on taxis from the Council.

“We look forward to working with the Council and all the 
stakeholders to find common ground and reach consensus on their 

recommended steps,” said the spokesman.

Western Australia
The WA state government will enable Uber drivers to be licensed in 
Western Australia under a major taxi industry reform.

The reform will allow new ride-sharing players to apply for a new 
“omnibus” licence category.

There would be a protected environment for taxis in rank and hail 
work, which accounted for about 50 per cent of the market.

As well as protecting the taxis’ rank and hail business, the 
government would help it achieve this through reducing unfair 
costs on drivers and introducing innovation and hardship packages, 
though not compensation such as that the industry was calling for. 

Taxi Industry Forum WA chairman Howard Lance said the 
changes were  long overdue and would provide certainty but Uber 
compliance was paramount.

“Uber thumb their noses at regulators across the world and that is 
what they have always done,” he said.

“The government has confessed it doesn’t have a sufficient budget 
to enforce any regulations on Uber so my question is – will they have 
a budget to enforce any of this?”
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10%DISCOUNTFOR ALL TAXI DRIVERS!!!085 146 7738
7thgear.ie

Unit 5, Orion Business Campus, Ballycoolin, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15

•	 FULL	METERED	FARES
•	 NO	DISCOUNTED	WORK
•	 NO	UNIFORMS
•	 NO	DROPPING	2e	CALL	OUT
•	 NO	FREE	5	MIN	WAITING
•	 NO	DISCRIMINATING	DUE	TO	
VEHICLE	CLASS	OR	AGE

DRIVERS
WANTED

80-80-800DIAL-A-CAB

PREMIUM LOW-MILAGE APPROVED CARS

We supply a range of skoda vehicles 
to suit the taxi industry.

We can source all low-milage vehicles from 
the UK to suit your needs (auto or manual).

€24 500
FROM A DEALER IN IRELAND

SAVE

€2000

TWO IDENTICAL CARS. TWO VERY DIFFERENT PRICES.

€22 499
FROM PHOENIX MOTOR CENTRE LTD.

WE HAVE MOVED 
TO A  FANTASTIC 
NEW PREMISES 

LOCATION

We supply a range of skoda vehicles 
to suit the taxi industry.

We can source all low-milage vehicles from 
the UK to suit your needs 

TWO IDENTICAL CARS. TWO 

SPRING

SPECIAL!!!
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AUTOBOUTIQUE

AUTOBOUTIQUE      61B KEEPER ROAD, DRIMNAGH, DUBLIN 12       085 784 3098

PROTECT YOUR TAXI
Leather-look seat covers for taxis. 

Fully fi tted and guaranteed.
WATERPROOF   |   DUSTPROOF   |   EASY WIPE-CLEAN

NEWDESIGNDOUBLE STITCHING

NEW!!!IN STOCKSET OF HEAVY-DUTY 
CAR MATS & BOOT MATS

(SIMILAR TO THOSE FEATURED HERE)
TO SUIT ALL CARS & VANS
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 WEBSITE MAGAZINE
FOR TAXI DRIVERS
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SPECIAL OFFERS

DRIVERS WANTED

CAR ACCESSORIES

TAXI RENTAL
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•	4	FREE	WEEKS
•	FREE	UNIFORM
•	CITY	WIDE	WORK
•	NO	MINIMUM	PERIOD
•	NO	TERMS	AND	CONDITIONS

!!! DRIVERS WANTED !!!
T E R E N U R E  T A X I S

CALL NOW ON: 087 1817 178
OR EMAIL: derek@terenuretaxis.ie

AUTOGAS 

COSTS ONLY

€0.79

PER LITRE

VERY BUSY TAXI COMPANY

REQUIRE TAXI DRIVERS FOR 
IMMEDIATE START

PHONE MICHAEL AT 087 219 3839

• Free radio to try for one week.
• Base money 100 euro per week.
• Must have Dublin SPSV licence and own car.

SPRIN
G

SPEC
IAL!!!
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PÁDRIAG MURPHY SOLICITOR

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICEPERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PERSONAL INJURY ADVICEPERSONAL INJURY ADVICE
Specialist Expertise 
in Personal Injury Casesin Personal Injury Cases

PÁDRAIG MURPHY SOLICITORS
54 South William Street, Dublin 2, Ireland       01 295 2771       

padraigmurphysol@eircom.net       www.padraigmurphy.com

OUR FIELD COVERS:
•  Personal Injuries*
•  Conveyancing
•  Road Traffic Offences
•  Probate
•  Family Law
•  Employment Law
•  Contracts
•  Will

PÁDRAIG MURPHY SOLICITORS provides 
expert legal services and advice to commercial 
and private clients. We concentrate on building a 
close working relationship in a focused, friendly 
personal approach and in your time of need we 
are the solicitors to fight your corner.
The aim of Pádraig Murphy Solicitors is to 
continually determine to achieve the highest 
standards for our clients to their satisfaction.
You will be under NO obligation. Most 
importantly, it is kept strictly confidential. 
Call us on 01 295 2771. FROM €80.00 PER WEEK

Perfect touch
Unit 1, Glasnevin Business Center, Ballyboggan Road, Dublin 11

Stephen: 087 099 5455     John: 086 340 0340     john@perfecttouch.ie     perfecttouch.ie

We at Prefect touch specialise in removing touch stains, 
chewing gum, bad smells, paint, concrete, sign writing, 

faded paintwork scratches and marks from your car. 
We are fully insured and can arrange the collection and 

delivery of your car at a time that suits you best.

Wash & hoover
Hand wash, Chamois dry, tyre 
gel & wheel wash. Door jam & 
sills and hoover all carpets.
30 to 45 mins       from €15.00

Mini valet 01
Hand wash, chamois dry, interior 
vacuum including boot, dashboard 
& console clean, tyre gel, windows 
clean sealed, scent of your choice.
1hr 15mins       from €20.00

We provide professional 
turbo servicing and sales. Our 
advanced machinery park, 
including the latest model of high 
speed VSR balancing machine 
and highly qualified team, allow 
us to give you the best service 
that you need at reasonable 
prices.
We uSe Only bRand paRtS.

tuRbO SeRVICe ltd.
Unit 408P Grant’s Park, Greenogue Industrial Estate, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin

01 401 6040       turboservice.ie@gmail.com       www.turbo-service.ie

TURBO 
SERVICE LTD.

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY SERVICE
12 MONTHS’ WARRANTY

www.turbo-service.ie

advanced machinery park, advanced machinery park, 
including the latest model of high including the latest model of high 
speed VSR balancing machine speed VSR balancing machine 
and highly qualified team, allow and highly qualified team, allow 
us to give you the best service us to give you the best service 
that you need at reasonable that you need at reasonable 
prices.prices.

20%Off
DISCOuNT AVAILAbLE 

fOR TAxIS

CALL 01 401 6040
fOR DETAILS
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100 DRIVERS HAULED 
OFF THE ROADS
The Irish Daily Mirror report alarming fi gures

M ore than 100 rogue taxi drivers have been pulled 
off  the roads in a crackdown on the industry, the 
Irish Daily Mirror revealed last month.

Revenue offi  cers, along with gardai, targeted 
ranks across Dublin in a bid to drive dodgy 

cabbies out of business. 
Many were found to have had issues with tax clearance 

certifi cates as well as unsuitable vehicles.
However, the most frightening discovery was how many 

people were driving on a license which was not their own.
Sources said Revenue and gardai have seen a rise in the 

number of drivers operating nationwide. 
The security source said: “It’s not uncommon that many 

non-national drivers share the one license and take turns, 
meaning their car is never off  the road.

“This is dangerous as the men are not vetted. They could 
be anyone and that’s why the State agencies are doing what 
they’re doing.

“There will be many more mini checkpoints and snap 
inspections. The licence swapping is sadly easy to do but it’s 

also easy to catch.
“They would be friends or family members and they’d 

be saving money by not paying for their own meter or their 
licence. If the false driver is stopped and asked to show his 
license, then it’s done.

“Taxi drivers have to go to work and have a lot of forms with 
them including a tax clearance cert.

“They can be taken directly off  the streets if they don’t have 
them on them.”

However this practice can be costly and lead up to €5,000 
fi nes if convicted.

It is expected a number of other similar checks will be carried 
out in the next two weeks. This is due to the potential increase 
of fares on the roads.

While there are plans for more drivers to be assessed, 
motorists with serious criminal convictions are still being 
plucked from the driver pool.

Laws were introduced to tackle criminality within the industry 
which aimed to take killers, sex attackers and members of the 
IRA out of the system
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F
ingal have a special deal for drivers who 
are looking to get their game on Course at 
Fingal’s great driving range. Their new offer 
is for extra balls on their driving range from 
9am to 3pm. Fingal are a 32 bay floodlit 

driving range & short game practice facility, situated less 
than 5 minutes from Dublin Airport. It was established 
since 1996 by the late Ray Barry, who had the vision 
& foresight to change people’s perception of driving 
ranges in Ireland.

We spoke to Niall and he told us: “Our Automated tees 
mean less hassle for you, allowing you to concentrate 
on your game. PowerTee can be found in all the best 
driving ranges in the world. 

It is very simple to use. 
“Buy your basket of balls from our reception area. Lift 

hopper lid and pour up to 100 balls into the hopper. 
Press and release Tee Height button to set the tee to 

Fingal Golf Centre has a deal that is sure to Putt you in a fine mood 
Monday to Friday.

desired height. For intermediate heights, press and 
hold the tee height button until the desired height is 
reached then release the button. If after hitting a shot, a 
new ball is not automatically presented, press the New 
Ball button. Practice fairway shots from the Fiberbuilt 
surface between the standing mat and the tee.”

“The advantages to this are – It’s simple to use. You 
can concentrate on your swing by never having to 
loosen your grip. You can maintain your stance. As you 
do not have to set up each golf ball, you can keep your 
position and practice. Try making small adjustments to 
see what suits you best.  You will be able to concentrate 
on making smaller adjustments to your swing etc. as 
you will not be moving your position or grip after each 
shot. You will get into a better rhythm. You will start 
to gain muscle memory and therefore become very 
consistent in your game.”

For more information visit www.fingalgolfcentre.ie

GIANT DISCOUNT FOR DRIVERS!
Giant Autoparts Store have whopper of a 

new deal for taxi drivers!

20% OFF PARTS
!!!FOR ALL DRIVERS!!!

Available at the Slaney Road store.
Just show your PSV license.

FINGAL GOLF GETTING 
YOU IN THE SWING
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cab:app 
launches driver 
crowdfunding

W
hen cab:app was first set up the 
vision was to create one national taxi 
app which unites drivers, offering 
drivers low cost card processing, low 
cost access to jobs and other driver 

related services. 
The company says: “Thanks to your support, cab:app 

now has over 9,500 registered drivers across 90 locations 
and has processed millions in card payments for drivers. 
With the infrastructure and coverage in place, we are now 
ready to embark on the next major phase, which is to finally 
generate work for drivers and increase trade ownership. 

“From next week we will be launching a crowdfunding 
campaign to raise £500,000, which equates to £50 per 
registered driver on cab:app. The investment is required 
to invest in PR, marketing, corporate accounts and 
support team enabling us to accelerate growing jobs while 
keeping cab:app in the hands of the trade. We’ll also start 
promoting directly to over 175,000 taxi users that have 
either downloaded the passenger app or used the mobile 
payment system.

Driver ownership – 
“We recently implemented a driver cashback plan which 
enables every driver to earn a share of cab:app’s profits 
every time they accept a job, process a card or share the 
app with passengers. Already over 4,000 drivers have now 
earned cashback so will be entitled to redeem the cash 
or convert to shares in 2016, increasing driver ownership 
and helping create a real driver owned app over time. Any 
driver who invests in the crowdfunding will be entitled to 

double cashback as a shareholder in the business going 
forward. 

Time to invest in our future – 
“In addition to free cashback, we now want to accelerate 
trade ownership by offering taxi drivers, the taxi trade and 
family/friends the first option to invest in cab:app shares 
through crowdfunding. UK investors will be entitled to a tax 
refund under EIS this tax year at 30% of their investment 
e.g. 100 shares @ £5.51 per share = £551 investment with 
a tax refund of £165.30, so the shares only cost £385.70. 
Going forward all investors will share in the growth in value 
of the business and any dividends paid out from profits.  

Going contactless – 
“In February we switch on contactless and Apple Pay 
within our mobile chip & pin solution. Once contactless 
is live cab:app will have the most advanced taxi payment 
solution in the world, something we can be proud of and 
show that black cab drivers are leading the way in mobile 
payment technology. For driver’s who invest £551 or 
more (100 shares), they receive a free contactless chip 
and pin device (TfL approved) and if you purchased a 
cab:app device recently we will refund you the cost after 
investment. 

“We are excited about raising funding to invest in 
accelerating our plans for cab:app. We welcome every 
driver to participate so we can show that collectively we 
can build a successful and profitable taxi app business 
where the trade has a long-term vested interest.” 

Contact us at support@cabapp.net to discuss further. 

“It’s time to invest in the trade’s future” 
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U N I T  2  T O L K A  V A L L E Y  I N D .  E S T. ,  B A L LY B O G G A N  R D ,  G L A S N E V I N ,  D U B L I N  1 1 ,  CO  D U B L I N

P H :  0 8 5  8 0 6  0 6 0 3
WWW.TAXITECH.IE       TAXITECHIRELAND@GMAIL.COM

CATERING FOR ALL YOUR TAXI NEEDS
Meters, Printers, Roof Signs, Safety Kits, LEDS, 

Branding, In-Car Security etc.
TRADING AS TAXI TECH IT LTD

A L L  O F  O U R  M E T E R S  A R E  M I D  A P P R O V E D

State of the art attractive mirror meter 
which fits neatly into your car.

The T2 taxi meter offers  range of features 
at a cost-effective price.

A taxi meter in a small, stylish package. Its 
features are in common with the T2.

Advanced printing 
capabilities for 
the T2 and T-Tiny 
taximeters.

T2 TAXI METER

T-TINY+ TAXI METER

AQUILA RECEIPT PRINTERAQUILA RECEIPT PRINTER

TAXI METER M12

RECEIPT PRINTER CR-01RECEIPT PRINTER CR-01
Laser printer that is 
fast, neat and tidy. 

No need for ribbons 
ever again!

COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!COME FOR THE PRICE, STAY FOR THE SERVICE!
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sales@freedommobility.ie
www.freedommobility.ie

Abbey Street
Ballinrobe
Co. Mayo

Oranmore Business Park
Oranmore

Co. Galway

094 954 2652
087 760 7879
087 264 6349

CONTACT FREEDOM MOBILITY

Freedom Mobility provides a service which helps to promote independence through the 
provision of wheelchair accessible and disabled driver vehicles for sale, hire or lease.

FREEDOM MOBILITY NOW ALSO OFFER A RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIR- ACCESSIBLE TAXIS FOR SALE.

Freedom Mobility was established by a team of 
motorindustry professionals who identified the need 
for a dedicated, disabled driver and vehicle adaptation 
service in the West of Ireland.
With over twenty years of experience in the motortrade, 
the Freedom Mobility team are not only experts in the 
purchase of wheelchair accessible vehicles, they are 
also available to provide advice to disabled drivers 
on the purchase of new and second-hand vehicles for 

adaptation to suit their needs.
The National Disability Authority reports that between 10 
and 20% of people in Ireland have disabling conditions; 
Freedom Mobility aims to support these individuals 
to ensure that transport is both easily accessible and 
affordable.
With showrooms in Mayo and Galway, Freedom Mobility 
also provides a no-obligation home visit service and 
ongoing customer support.
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SERVICING DEAL 01. 
Skoda Octavia

was €120 NOW €95
timing belt kits €180 from €120

SERVICING DEAL 02. 
VW Passat (1.9D) SERVICE

was €140 NOW €100
timing belt kits €150 from €120

SERVICING DEAL 03. 
toyota avensis (D4D 2LD)

was €180 NOW €160

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS OF CARS
INCLUDING JEEPS & VANS

BODY REPAIRS
SPRAY PAINTING
EMISSION TESTS

PRE NCT
SECOND HAND PARTS FOR SALE

Brake pads from €25
Free wheel alignment with 4 new tyres
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M
any drivers and taxi companies we’ve 
spoken to here over the last few 
months have told us about the notable 
upturn in business. This, of course, is a 
very welcome thing!

Tacsaí Magazine has heard how Christmas 2015 
was the busiest period for drivers since late 2008.

One possible downside to the upturn, however, 
is that taxi firms are now desperately looking for 
new drivers to enter their fleet, with an increase in 
demand driving this need.

One such company is Terenure Taxis, who’ve 
recently joined forces with Xpert Taxis. We spoke to 
the main man at Terenure, Derek McGovern, who is 
keen to boost his fleet with the sudden burst in new 
business.

Derek spoke to us last month, and said: “We 
started in 1997, we currently have 90 cars in our 
fleet. Like lots of taxi companies we’ve had our ups 
and downs. We had a busy Christmas, probably our 
busiest Christmas since 2009. Certainly, figures-wise 
it’s been very busy. 

“But, like every other taxi company, we could do 
with more cars. The biggest problem now is trying 
to get taxi drivers to join taxi companies. And that’s 
pretty much our short-term target – get a few more 
cars and drivers in. We’re getting busier so we need 

to service the clientele. There’s no shortage of clients, 
and it’s not just the corporate side, the cash side of 
it has always been the biggest part of our business. 
So we will still target them and that’s our customer 
base.

“It’s just getting the drivers back now, we lost a lot 
of drivers and cars when we merged with Xpert, as a 
lot of our fleet didn’t buy into what was happening. 
So it’s a slow process but we’re trying to build it back 
up again.

“The business has certainly picked up. It’s hard to 
put your finger on a specific date when things picked 
up but at some point last year, probably around 
September maybe. Certainly from September on we 
noticed a big increase. 

“The first week of January was quiet – as it always 
is – but once the corporate people went back to 
work it’s been picking up again.

“The merger with Xpert, overall, has gone quite 
well. Obviously, we’re two different companies. Xpert 
a corporate-based taxi company and us; a big local 
company serving the local area – Rathgar, Rathmines, 
Ranelagh, Milltown, Churchtown, Templeogue and 
of course Terenure, our own base. But It’s going well 
now and it’s expanded quite quickly.”
For more information on Terenure Taxis talk to 
Derek on 087 181 7178.

We speak to owner Derek

TERENURE TAXIS 
LOOKING FOR 
DRIVERS
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Knock 
Knock

A boy with a monkey on his shoulder was 

walking down the road when he passed a 

policeman who said, “Now, now young lad, 

I think you had better take that monkey the 

zoo.” The next day, the boy was walking down 

the road with the monkey on his shoulder 

again, when he passed the same policeman. 

The policeman said, “Hey there, I thought I 

told you to take that money to the zoo!” The 

boy answered, “I did! Today I’m taking him to 

the cinema.”

A man hasn’t been feeling well, so he goes to his doctor for a complete checkup. Afterward, the doctor comes out with the results. “I’m afraid I have some very bad news,” the doctor says. “You’re dying, and you don’t have much time left.” “Oh, that’s terrible!” says the man. “How long have I got?” “Ten,” the doctor says sadly. “Ten?” the man asks. “Ten what? Months? Weeks? What?!” “Nine...”

A boy with a monkey on his shoulder was 

A man went to his lawyer and told him, “My neighbor owes me $500 and he won’t pay up. What should I do?” “Do you have any proof he owes you the money?” asked the lawyer. “Nope,” replied the man. “OK, then write him a letter asking him for the $5,000 he owed you,” said the lawyer. “But it’s only $500,” replied the man. “Precisely. That’s what he will reply and then you’ll have your proof!”

A man hasn’t been feeling well, so he goes to his doctor 

On their way to get married, a young Catholic 

couple is involved in a fatal car accident. The 

couple found themselves sitting outside the 

Pearly Gates waiting for St. Peter to process 

them into Heaven. While waiting, they began 

to wonder: Could they possibly get married 

in Heaven? When St. Peter showed up, they 

asked him. St. Peter said, “I don’t know. 

This is the � rst time anyone has asked. Let 

me go � nd out,’” and he left. The couple sat 

and waited, and waited. Two months passed 

and the couple were still waiting. While 

waiting, they began to wonder what would 

happen if it didn’t work out; could you get a 

divorce in heaven? After yet another month, 

St. Peter � nally returned, looking somewhat 

bedraggled. “Yes,” he informed the couple, 

“You can get married in Heaven.” “Great!” 

said the couple, “But we were just wondering, 

what if things don’t work out? Could we 

also get a divorce in Heaven?” St. Peter, red-

faced with anger, slammed his clipboard 

onto the ground. “What’s wrong?” asked the 

frightened couple. “OH, COME ON!,” St. Peter 

shouted, “It took me three months to � nd a 

priest up here! Do you have any idea how long 

it’ll take me to � nd a lawyer?”

Two tall trees, a birch and a beech, are growing in the woods. A small tree begins to grow between them, and the beech says to the birch, “Is that a son of a beech or a son of a birch?” The birch says he cannot tell, but just then a woodpecker lands on the sapling.
The birch says, “Woodpecker, you are a tree expert. Can you tell if that is a son of a beech or a son of a birch?”The woodpecker takes a taste of the small tree and replies, “It is neither a son of a beech nor a son of a birch, It is, however, the best piece of ash I have ever poked my pecker into.”

Now wipe that smile off your face.

A man went to his lawyer and told him, “My neighbor owes 

A man walks out on his front porch one day 

and sees a gorilla in the tree on his front lawn. 

He calls animal control and about an hour 

later a man shows up with a ladder, a pit bull, 

and a shotgun. The animal control employee 

tells the man, “I’m here to get the gorilla out 

of your tree. I’m going to use this ladder to 

climb up the tree and shake the branch the 

gorilla is on to knock him to the ground. The 

pit bull is trained to go after anything that 

falls from the tree and bites their balls which 

calms the animal down so I can put him in the 

truck.” The man says “Okay, I see what the 

ladder and the pit bull are for but what is the 

shotgun for?” The animal control employee 

says, “Oh, that’s for you. In case I fall out of 

the tree instead of the gorilla, shoot the dog.”
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T H E  T A C S A Í  M A G A Z I N E 

B U M P E R 
Q U I Z

ANSWERS

1. Polo
2. Play barefoot
3. Only the server can 

score
4. 23
5. Table Tennis
6. Basketball
7. 1500m
8. Golf - In 1971, astro-

naut Alan Shepherd hit 2 

golf balls to see how far 

they might travel.

9. Sunil Gavasker

10. 155
11. Fulham FC
12. Basketball
13. Dan Petrescu

14. The (2003) Rugby 

World Cup Final

15. The Grand National

16. Kerry
17. Borussia Dortmund

18. Jimmy White

19. Ice Hockey
20. Cam Newton

21. Barcelona
22. Sligo Rovers

23. Charlton Athletic

24. QPR
25. The Dutch National 

team

T H E  T A C S A Í  M A G A Z I N E 

B U M P E R 
Q U I Z

QUESTIONS

1. In 201. Which sport is played on the largest pitch?

2. In 1950, India withdrew from the World Cup 

because FIFA refused to let them do what?

3. What is the connection between Volleyball, 

Squash and Badminton? Clue: This connection is 

not shared with tennis or table tennis.

4. In darts, what is the lowest score that CANNOT 

be scored with a single dart?

5. Which sports playing area is 2.7 metres by 1.5 

metres?

6. Which sport do the Oklahoma City Thunder play?

7. In Athletics, what is the last event of the 

Decathlon?

8. What is the only sport to have been played on the 

surface of the moon?

9. Who was the fi rst cricketer to achieve 10,000 

runs in test cricket?

10. What is the highest possible break in snooker - 

147, 150, 155?

11. Who were the runners up in the Europa League 

Final of 2010?

12. James Naismith invented which sport?

13. Who scored the winning goal for Romania when 

they beat England in the 1998 World Cup?

14. What signifi cant sporting event took place on 

November 22nd 2003?

15. 8 minutes and 47.8 seconds is the fastest ever 

winning time for what race?

16. Which county won the 2014 All-Ireland Football 

Championship?

17. What German club did Jurgen Klopp win two 

Bundesliga’s with?

18. What snooker player has competed in the most 

World Championship fi nals without ever having 

won one?

Q U I Z

8. Golf - In 1971, astro-15. The Grand Nationalteam

Q U I Z
19. A puck is used in what sport?

20. Name the quarter-back for the Carolina 

Panthers?

21. Who won the 2006 Champions League?

22. Seamus Coleman signed for Everton from 

which League of Ireland club?

23. In the Ireland v Cameroon World Cup game 

in 2002, Matt Holland scored the equalising goal, 

what club was he with at the time?

24. Before joining Manchester City, Raheem 

Sterling joined  Liverpool from which London club?

25. Who did Louis Van Gall manage before 

Manchester United?
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What to expect over the 9 days?
•	 You’ll look better
•	 Feel better
•	 Feel lighter
•	 Have more energy
•	 Watch your body change

Taxi drivers!
Finding it difficult to lose weight?
Then try the Forever Fit C9 Cleanse.

Call today on: 085 199 8321

C9 / Cleanse
Look better and feel better in just 9 days with this 
expertly devised cleansing programme. Designed 
to kick-start the programme and cleanse your 
body, this provides the perfect starting point for 
transforming your diet and fitness habits. Based 
around Forever’s best selling Aloe Vera Gel Drink, 
this nutritionally-balanced programme will allow 
you to see real results in just 9 days!!!

The Clean 9 programme can help to jumpstart 
your journey to a slimmer, healthier you. This 
effective, easy-to-follow cleansing programme will 
give you the tools you need to start transforming 
your body today!!!
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VIP Taxis, The Barley House, 90-97 Cork Street, Dublin 8
Tel: 01 478 3333       Web: www.viptaxis.ie

02.
Work Dún Laoghaire

€75 a week

04.
App based

No fi tting out cars

06.
Reduce base by 50%

If any existing drivers bring in 
new drivers, their base will be 

reduced by 50%.

01.
Work all of Dublin

€40 a week plus €2 a job
(no charge at peak times)

OR
€105 for UNLIMITED jobs

07.
New drivers

welcome

03.
Work Blanchardstown

€2 a job

05.
10% discount

On account jobs with 
full call-out charge

VIP
TAXIS

the corporate taxi company

VIP
TAXIS
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OZONE CARS & CABS  (2 MINS FROM RED COW)
Unit E1, Bluebell Business Park
Old Naas Road
Dublin 12       01 902 3020

Tel, web & email
www.ozonecabs.ie
sales@ozonecars.ie
083 177 7844
083 171 2999

OZONE ANNOUNCE THEIR BEST PACKAGE YET.OZONE ANNOUNCE THEIR BEST PACKAGE YET.

REGISTER YOUR 
INTEREST TODAY

OZONE CARS & CABS: PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT - EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY - SECURING FUTURES

OZONE CABS
OLD NAAS RD, D12

ozone cabs

DEAL OFFERED

 TO THE 1ST 

60 DRIVERS

FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

‘NEW’ 2016 eCAB PRIUS
JUST €2,500 Deposit & €1,500 Scrappage (T&C Apply)

eCAB & FUEL PACKAGE - from €295pw
Ozone brings you their best package yet. Drive away the latest 2016 Prius 
eCab from as little as €295 weekly - including your fuel. Bring your plate to 
join Ireland’s greenest fl eet - now with over 200 LPG drivers. 
These Prius’ drive for just €2.80 per 100km.
CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO? THIS IS A GAME CHANGER…

THEN, THE 2020 DECIDER?
A. BUY YOUR CAR     OR     B. SWAP TO A 2020 CAR

OZONE’s ALL INCLUSIVE DEAL
• Bring your roof plate and get quality work
• €4k upfront, or just €2,500 deposit & trade your Taxi
• LPG converted 2016 Prius - €0.65c / Litre
• Full Fuel Card-Inclusive package
• KABZY camera/security system & eCall
• Maintenance & 24hr Support Package
• Up to 15% Lower Insurance - Guaranteed

YOUR PRIUS FEATURES
• Improved room & luggage space 
• Latest automatic, 122bhp eco-engine
• Anti-collision software system
• Lane departure alert - for tired eyes
• 7” touch media kit & rear camera
• Bi-LED auto-dim headlights
• Premium brand tyres - 24hr

Rent-to- Buy
FROM

JUST €295
WEEKLY

(INC LPG FUEL)

eCab -15%

TRACK   DISABLE   MONITOR

LPG
YOUR HYBRID
& JOIN eCAB

FOR HALF-PRICE MOTORING
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